



Sampaio elected new Portuguese president 

LISBON (AFP) “ Jo^ge Sampaio, a socialist, won presidential 
ejections in Portgual Sunday, defeating his rightist rival, former 
Prime Minister Anibal Cavaco Silva, radio and television said 
quoting exit polls. Mr. Sampaio, a lawyer and two-ierm Lisbon 
mayor, had started the campaign well ahead in opinion polls, 
although his lead later slipped from 14 points to four. Buoyant 
Socialist Party officials had been privately predicting their candi- 
date would trounce Cavaco Silva by up to IS percentage points but 
no official figures were immediately available. Turnout by 
mid-moming was well down on previous polls, Portuguese media 
blaming dampened voter enthusiasm on the torrential rains and 
Hoods which have lashed the country over the past week, leaving 
10 dead. Mr. Sampaio's victory, if confirmed by official results, 
would maintain political domination by the socialists, who ousted 
Cavaco Silva's Social Democratic Party (PSD) government last 
October (see earlier story on page 5). 
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Iraq urges U.N. to lift embargo, end suffering 

■ BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq urged the U.N. Security Council on 
Sunday to take "practical measures" to lift the oil embargo on the 
country if it wanted to end the suffering of the Traqi people, the 
official INA news agency said. Iraq's minister of culture and 
information, Abdul Ghani Abdul Ghafur. said his country had 
"shown with its words and actions its willingness to cooperate 
legally and objectively" to disarm its nuclear, biological and 
chemical weapons programme. "The council should start by taking 
practical measures to lift the suffering of the Iraqi people and not 
be persuaded by reports." said Mr. Abdul Ghaftir, accusing the 
United States of "dosing the door on this path to increase the pain 
inflicted on iraq and its people.." Mr. Abdul Ghafur said the U.N. 
should at least release Iraq's froeign accounts so that it could 
“purchase food and medidnes." The U.N. has offered an 
oil-for-food deal, permitting Iraq to export $1 billion worth of 
crude per quarter under international control, to help meet its 
humanitarian needs. But Iraq says this infringes on its sovereignty 
and has refused it. 
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Prince 
Hassan 
in Brussels 

AMMAN (Petra) — Their 
'■ Royal Highnesses Crown 
Prince Hassan, Princess 
Sarvath and Prince Abdul- 
lah Ibn A1 Hussein Sunday 
. arrived in Brussels at the 
start of a two-day visit, 
during which the Crown 
Prince will hold talks with 
senior European Union 
. officials and Secretary 
General of the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisa- 
tion (NATO) on relations 
between Jordan and the 
two bodies. Prince Hassan 
will also bold talks with the 
Belgian prime minister and 
senior Belgian officials on 
issues of common interest 
for both Jordan and Bel- 
gium. Prince Hassan was 
received upon arrival by 
senior Belgian Foreign 
Ministry officials, and 
members of the delegation 
‘.'accompanying Foreign 
..Minister Abdul Karim AJ 
: Kabariti, in addition to the 
..Jordanian ambassador in 
Belgium and senior embas- 
sy .officials. 


Majali arrives in 
Jericho 

SOUTH SHOUNEH (Petra) 
— Senator and former Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
Sunday arrived in Jericho to 
join other observers of the 
Palestinian elections which 
will be held on Saturday, Jan. 
20. Dr. Majali is accompa- 
nied bv Senator Abdullah 
Salah. ‘ 


Red-Dead canal 
unrealistic 1 


CAIRO (AFP) — Long-held 
dans to build a canal linking 
he Red Sea and the Dead 
Sea are unfeasible, Israeli 
Energy Minister Gonen 
Seguev said in remarks pub- 
isjied here Sunday. "The 
feasibility studies are nega- 
te and there are technical 
.problems such as the higher 
: krvel of the Red Sea com- 
. pared with the Dead Sea," 
Mr. Seguev told the Arabic 
: economic daily A1 Alam A1 
Yorn. The canal project, 
which has been discussed for 
several years, was to provide 
hydroelectric power. The 
alans were dusted off once 
more after Israel and Jordan 
signed a peace treaty in Octo- 
ber 1994. Meanwhile, Mr. 


Seguev said Israel should not 
just depend on Egypt for oil 
supplies. 


Sudan opposition 
chief arrested 


CAIRO (AFP) — Sudanese 
security services have 
arrested a leader of the 
opposition Umma Party and 
taken him to an unknown 
destination, the party’ said 
Sunday. It said it had reliable 
Affirmation that Abdul Rah- 
nan Abu! Beshr, Umma 
Aief in Kadugli in central 
Sudan, was arrested at the 
start of the year. “On Jan. 3 
oe was taken from home to 
an unknown destination and 
we have no further informa- 
tion on his fate,” said the 
Umma statement issued in 
Cairo. Mr. Abul Beshr is 
more than 80 years old and in 
ill health, it added, calling on 
human rights organisations to 
‘exert all possible pressure 
an the Sudanese authorities 
to secure his release." 

40 Egyptians in 

Israeli jails 

Cairo (AFP) — Forty 
Egyptians including a con- 
ricted spy are being held in 
Israeli jails, the government 
weekly Rose A1 Yussef re- 
ported Sunday. Most of the 
prisoners are bedouin tribes- 
men who crossed the border 
to buy arms or drugs which 
are cheaper in Israel, the 
paper said quoting Egyptian 
foreign ministry sources. 
They were interrogated by 
Gael’s internal security ser- 
vice Shin Beth before being 
sentenced to between five 
and 10 years in jail. 


Syria accuses Israel of 
negotiating in bad faith 


TEL AVTV (Agencies). — 
The Israel-Syria peace pro- 
cess looked in trouble Sunday 
with Damascus accusing the 
Jewish state of negotiating in 
bad faith. 

As U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher flew 
home Sunday declaring his 
latest shuttle mission be- 
tween Tel Aviv and Damas- 
cus a big step towards peace, 
he left behind officials in both 
capitals openly expressing 
their disappointment at the 
lack of clear progress. 

"It is dear that Israeli lead- 
ers have no intention of im- 
plementing the principles of 
peace," Syrian state radio 
said in a scathing comentary 
which was in stark contrast 
with earlier optimistic re- 
marks from the Syrian capit- 
al. 

Reiterating that Syria's key 
demand in the peace talks is a 
full withdrawal from the 
Golan Heights, the radio 
said: "Israel is hostile to real 


peace... because it wants to 
keep (occupied) land and im- 
pose its hegemony over the 
region.” 

It said Israel wanted Syrian 
President Hafez Assad to 
agree to a "warm” peace with 
economic ties and the open- 
ing of borders before com- 
mitting itself to a full pull-out 
from the strategic plateau. 

Reiterating that there was 
no change in the Syrian posi- 
tion on the negotiations, the 
official daily A1 Thawra said 
Israel should withdraw from 
the Golan to the pre-war 
June 4, 1967 borders. 

It said that security 
arrangements, which would 
be tackled by military ex- 
perts, should be equal and 
balanced and should not 
harm the sovereignty of any 
party. 

It said Damascus will reject 
the continuation of the pre- 
sence of “any symbol of 
occupation even over an 
atom of .our soil." 


The paper was apparently 
referring to previous Israeli 
demands for the set up of. 
ground early warning posts in 
the Golan, an issue which 
caused the collapse of talks 
between the army chiefs of 
both states held in Washing- 
ton last June. 

A1 Thawra said the new 
round of talks should be 
more than exploratory nego- 
tiations. 

"The negotiations should 
enter a new stage that would 
exceed the exploration and 
understanding of the contents 
of the new political and 
media tone," A1 Thawra 
said. 

"What is required now is a 
practical position which will 
lead to the tangible and 
essential progress," it said. 
“There is no doubt that the 
essentia] progress depends on 
the extent of Israeli serious- 
ness and its readiness to com- 
mit itself to full withdrawal." 


Israeli leaders consider early polls 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — 
Israeli officials said Sunday 
that the meagre results of 
U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher’s latest 
Israel-Syria peace shuttle had 
made early elections virtually 
inevitable. 

Mr. Christopher and 
Israeli Prime Minister - Shi- 
mon Peres sought to put a 
positive spin on the situation 
before the U.S. diplomat 
headed borne Sunday after a 
shuttle mission between Jeru- 
salem and Damascus aimed 
at trying to breathe new 
urgency into the peace nego- 
tiations. 

The official optimism was 
based on Syrian President 
Hafez Assad’s agreement to 
hold another round of peace 
talks later and that military 
experts be included in the 
negotiating teams to tackle 
the toughest issue: Security 
arrangements to accompany 
an Israeli withdrawal from 
the Golan Heights. 

But Israelis appeared more 
concerned with what was not 
achieved — an agreement to 
expand the talks further to 
draw up plans for future .eco- 
nomic cooperation or any ' 
sign that Mr. Assad is willing 
to step up the pace of the 
peace process which has been 


dragging on for more than 
four years. 

Israeli officials said unless 
concrete progress emerged in 
the talks when they resume 
Jan. 24 at Wye Plantation 
outside Washington, Israeli 
general elections scheduled 
ror Oct. 29 will almost cer- 
tainly be brought forward. 

“Peres is considering mov- 
ing the elections up to June 4, 
but he won’t announce any- 
thing until February,” a dose 
aide to the premier told AFP 
Sunday. 

The chances of reaching an 
agreement before (the Octo- 
ber elections) are now zero," 
Deputy Foreign Minister Elie 
Dayan told journalists after 
Mr. Christopher briefed Mr. 
Peres on his Damascus talks. 

“We wanted to step up the 
pace of the talks with Damas- 
cus to reach an agreement in 
prindpte before October 29, 
but we apparently won’t have 
any choice but to go to the 
ballot boxes earlier," he said. 

Syria meanwhile, on Sun- 
day said it would not be 
pressured by the approach of 
Israel’s general elections to 
acoept a peace deal that did 
not meet its full demands. 

“We in Syria are not gov- 
erned by the time factor, dot 
we will work under pressure 


to rush after solutions which 
are mutilated or not well- 
cooked," A1 Thawra news- 
paper said. 

"We want others to utilise 
the current chance to narrow 
the distance by committing 
themselves to full and total 
withdrawal from the Golan' 
and South Lebanon," the 
offidal daily added. 

Mr. Peres’ Labour Party is 
anxious to hold the elections 
before July, when many of 
the party's well-to-do suppor- 
ters head abroad for summer 
holidays. 

Any dedsion to move up 
the polls — in which voters 
will choose a new parliament, 
or Knesset, and for the first 
time directly elect the prime 
minister — must be taken by 
mid-February to leave time 
to organise the balloting, offi- 
dals said. 

Israeli commentators were 
virtually unanimous in taking 
a downbeat view of the state 
of the Syrian peace process 
following Mr. Christopher’s 
Wednesday to Saturday shut- 
tle. 

"Syrian President Hafez 
Assad’s answers were dis- 
appointing," headlined the 
daily Davar, considered close 
to Mr. Peres' Labour Party. 



His Majesty King Hussein Sunday confers with visiting Dutch Prime Minister Wim Kok at the Royal Court (Photo by 
Yousef ‘Allan) 


Jordan, Holland sign land transport 
and investment protection agreements 


AMMAN (Agencies) — 
Jordan and Holland on 
Sunday signed an agree- 
ment for cooperation in the 
field of land transport and 
exchanged letters of intent 
for the protection of invest- 
ment in the two countries. 

The declaration was 
signed by Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
and his Dutch counterpart 
Wim Kok at the conclusion 
of talks that were aimed at 
enhancing bilateral coop- 
eration in the era of Middle 
East peace-building, the 
Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, reported. 

Petra said Holland 
showed willingness to con- 
tribute to the stability of 


peace and boost investment 
in the region in compatibil- 
ity with the European poli- 
cies that back peace and 
economic cooperation in 
the region. 

His Majesty King Hus- 
sein later on the day re- 
ceived Mr. Kok and deco- 
rated him with A1 Nahda 
Medal, Petra said. 

The talks are the result of 
Jordanian diplomacy that 
aims at building stronger 
relations with Europe in 
the oontext of the projected 
Jordan-Europe partnership 
agreement, currently being 
negotiated in Brussels, Pet- 
ra said. Jordan and Hol- 
land will cooperate, in 
addition to land transport. 


in road and railway build- 
ing. 

The Dutch prime minis- 
ter told reporters on arrival 
that during his two-day 
visit, he would hold talks 
with Sharif Zeid on bilater-. 
al relations, developments 
in the peace process and 
the EU role in peace- 
building. 

“Political peace is neces- 
sary for the future ot the 
region," Mr. Kok said. 
“Jobs and prosperity 
should follow up a political 
peace." 

He said that countries in 
the region should concen-. 
trate on the economic and 
development in the region 
because “jobs, employ- 


ment, serial development 
and education should fol- 
low the political peace." 

The premier, who will 
open the Dutch Embassy in 
■Amman on Monday, vi- 
sited Al Amal Cancer Cen- 
tre and presented a Dutch 
donation of medical equip- 
ment worth $12 million to 
help in treating cancer pa-, 
tients in the Kingdom. Part 
of the equipment has 
already arrived and the re- 
mainder will arrive shortly. 

Mr. Kok. who arrived 
from Syria, said that: “My 
impression is that the Sy- 
rian president is really will- 
ing to invest in a positive 
outcome in the next round” 
of Syrian-Israeli negotia- 
tions, set for Jan. 24. 


PNA, Israel clash over Jerusalem balloting 


‘Palestinians foil Abu Nidal plot 9 


GAZA CITY; Gaza Strip 
(Agencies) — Palestinian 
police have captured mem- 
bers of the radical Abu Nidal 
group who were preparing an 
assassination and bombing 
campaign against the auton- 
omous territories, officials 
said Sunday. 

A spokesman for Palesti- 
nian security chief Amin Al 
Hindi said a group of Abu 
Nidai followers were arrested 
in the Gaza Strip two weeks 
ago and more were being 
sought. He did not say how 
many people were detained. 

He said the militants had 
planned to assassinate top- 
level Palestinian leaders and 
carry out bombings near 
schools in Palestinian areas in 
a bid to undermine the peace 
process between Israel and 
the Palestinian National Au- 
thority (PNA). 

The group, the Fateh Re- 
volutionary Council, headed 
by Abu Nidal is a radical 
breakaway faction from Yas- 
ser Arafat's Fateh movement 
which has claimed responsi- 
bility for numerous terrorist 
attacks. 

Abu Nidal, whose real, 
name is Sabri Al Banna, is 
considered one of Mr. Ara- 
fat’s fiercest enemies and the 
two have called for each 
other’s deaths. 

In an interview published 
Sunday in the semi-official 
Palestinian daily Al Hayal Al 
Jadida. Gen. Hindi said his 
agents had "arrested a big 
group of Abu Nidal terrorists 
in the Palestinian Authority 
area who were preparing 
assassinations of important 
Palestinian leaders.” 

He said a large quantity of 


modern weapons and explo- 
sives were discovered, show- 
ing the group could “cany 
out a lot of serious terrorist 
attacks... designed to blow 
up the security situation and 
spread fear in the Palestinian 
areas." 

“The aim of Abu Nidal is 
to stop peace process, they 
don't want us to return to our 
homeland," said Gen. Hindi. 

“Abu Nidal is continuing 
his activity to derail the peace 
process through assassina- 
tions and other terrorist ac- 
tions,” he said. "We are con- 
tinuing to hunt for members 
of this group.” 

Meanwhile, Israeli security 
forces on Sunday issued a 
new appeal for public vigi- 
lance, saying the radical Isla- 
mic groups Hamas was plan- 
ning a major anti-Israeli 
attack to avenge the assas- 
sination of one of its top 
guerrilla chiefs. 

The appeal was carried 
over Israeli radio, which 
warned that Hamas and 
another Islamist movement, 
Islamic Jihad, could carry out 
attacks to disrupt the Palesti- 
nian elections scheduled for 
Saturday. 

The police called on the 
public to be particularly 
aware of suspicious objects 
left in public places or on 
buses, the main target in the 
past of Islamic suicide bom- 
bers. Many of their bombs 
were designed by Hamas 
leader Yehiya Ayyash, slain 
by suspected Israeli agents on 
Jan. 5. 

Officials said the police 
and army have intensified 
patrols and set up new check- 
points as pan of the height* 


- ened security operations. • 

Hamas has vowed to 
avenge the death of Mr. 
Ayyash and Islamic Jihad has 
said it will exact revenge for 
the October murder, also by 
suspected Israeli agents, of its 
leader Fathi Shakaki in Mal- 
ta. 

In Beirut, a Hamas leader 
said Sunday the movement 
would attack an Israeli target 
soon to avenge the. killing of 
Mr. Ayyash. 

“We don’t know when or 
where the next operation will 
take place but God willing it 
will be carried out soon to 
avenge the blood of our mar- 
tyrs.” Mohammad Nazzal, a 
- member of the Hamas central 
committee, told a rally mark- 
ing Mr. Ayyash’s death. 

Sheikh Hassan N as rail ah, 
leader of the pro-Iranian Hiz- 
bollah (party of God), urged 
Arab and Muslim guerrillas 
to bring down the peace pro- 
cess with Israel. 

“Tt is the duty of the resist- 
ance fighters, the Mujahi- 
deen ... all over the Arab and 
Islamic world to have as 
objective and as duty the 
bringing down of this humi- 
liating settlement, this humi- 
liating peace, whatever the 
sacrifices and the price may 
be. Sheikh Nasrallah said. 

Hizbullah guerrillas are 
fighting Israeli troops in 
South Lebanon to drive them 
from a border strip they 
occupy to prevent cross- 
border raids. 

Lebanese-lsraeli peace 
talks are stalled over the issue 
of an Israeli withdrawal from 
the south. 


RAM ALL AH, West Bank 
(AFP) — Israel and the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA) are at odds over 
the type of boxes to be used 
for voting in East Jerusalem 
during the self-rule elections, 
poll organisers said Sunday. 

The Central Election Com- 
mission said the Palestinian 
side wants the boxes to be 
like the ones to be used on 
Jan. 20 around the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, but 
Israel has refused. 

Under the West Bank 
autonomy deal signed in 
September, a limited number 
of Palestinians in the annexed 
sector of Jerusalem are to 
vote at five post offices, using 
“receptacles’’ rather than 
ballot boxes. 

Israel, which claims the 
whole of Jerusalem as its 
capital, wants the balloting in 
Jerusalem to be restricted to 
a postal vote, and the re- 
ceptacles are to be tansferred 
out of the city for counting. 

The Israel police on Sun- 
day cracked down on Palesti- 
nian candidates who are de- 
fying strict curbs on cam- 
paigning in the Holy City. 

An independent, Samir 
Jumaa Kereish, was detained 
and taken to a police station 
while on his way into the city 
in a car plastered with post- 
ers, international observers 
said. 

In a similar showdown over 
election posters, Hanan 
Ashrawi, another indepen- 
dent, spent the whole day 
campaigning near a roadb- 
lock from the West Bank into 
the city after her two guards 
were arrested. 

Ms. Ashrawi said border 
guards roughed her up after 
refusing to allow her car to 
cross for a rally because it 
was covered with posters, in 


defiance of the restrictions 
laid down by Israel ahead of 
the polls. 

“What she did was a viola- 
tion of the special arrange- 
ments that we have con- 
cluded with the . Palestinian 
Authority for East Jerusalem 
because she put some posters 
on her car,” said General 
Oren Shahor, chief of Israeli 
military administration in the 
Palestinian territories. 

“Campaigning in the 
streets is forbidden in East 
Jerusalem," he said. 

The incidents were the 
latest in a game of cat-and- 
mouse between police and 
Palestinians in Arab East 
Jerusalem, which is included 
in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip elections for a self-rule 
council. 

The office of another Jeru- 
salem candidate, Jonathan 
Kuttab, said police beat up 
their campaign workers on 
Saturday for putting up post- 
ers. 

Police said posters had to 
be restricted to 35 billboards 
set aside by the municipality. 
But most election workers 
are ignoring the order and 
plastering shops and homes 
at the risk of trouble with 
police who tear the posters 
down. 

Spokesman Eric Bar Chen 
said candidates were being 
warned of possible legal ac- 
tion if their supporters con- 
tinued to defy the rules, 
adding that similar restric- 
tions on posters apply for 
Israeli elections. 

Under its peace agreement 
with the PNA, Israel is allow- 
ing East Jerusalem residents 
to participate in the elections 
but insists on its sovereignty 
over all of Jerusalem. 

The Israeli supreme court 
on Sunday rejected an appeal 


from the opposition right- 
wing Likud for polling in 
Jerusalem to be annulled on 
the grounds that it posed a 
threat to Israeli sovereignty. 

The right-wing and Jewish 
settlers have called for a mass 
demonstration “in defence of 
Jerusalem" on polling day, 
but only after sunset when, 
the Jewish sabbath comes to 
a close. 

Meanwhile, police said 
Sunday that one person was 
killed and two injured in a 
gunbattle as Palestinian 
police arrested an election 
candidate and dozens of 
other people in a West Bank 
village. 

Jiorii Rajub, head of pre- 
ventive security, said the gun- 
battle erupted late Saturday 


as police raided homes in 
Yalta village near Hebron in 
search of illegal weapons, 
forged documents and stolen . 
cars. 

A passer-by in a car was 
shot dead and two policemen 
injured, one of them serious- 
ly. Dozens of people were 
arrested, including Mayor 
Ismail Abu Hamid, who has 
been accused of being a col- 
laborator with the Israeli au- 
thorities. 

Gen. Rajub said the raid 
and arrests were part of a 
crackdown on crime. 

Mr. Abu Hamid is running 
as an independent in Satur- 
day's elections. Israeli troops 
withdrew from his village 
under a West Bank auton- 
omy deal. 


Arafat in Riyadh 


DUBAI (R) — Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat met 
Saudi Arabia's Crown Prince 
Abdullah on Sunday and dis- 
cussed the Middle East peace 
process, Saudi television re- 
ported. 

Mr. Arafat, fresh from 
Middle East peace talks with 
U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher, also discus- 
sed Palestinian elections with 
the crown prince and Foreign 
Minister Prince Saud A! Fais- 
al at the Yamama Palace in 
Riyadh. 

The PLO chairman told 
reporters upon his arrival 
that the Palestinian election 
process was going smoothly, 
the television said. 

The television quoted Mr. 
Arafat as saying he had come 
to ask about King Fahd's 
health. 


King Fahd asked Crown 
Prince Abdullah on Jan. 1 to 
run the affairs of state while 
he recuperates from a stroke. 

The PLO chairman last vi- 
sited the kingdom in Octo- 
ber. 

Saudi Arabia was once the 
PLO’s main financial backer 
before the organisation's per- 
ceived sympathy for Iraq in 
the 1990-1991 Gulf crisis 
angered the Saudis. 

Mr. Arafat thanked King 
Fahd and Crown Prince 
Abdullah for their support of 
the Palestinian people and 
said the kingdom played an 
important role in backing the 
Palestinian authority. 

He also discussed his meet- 
ing on Saturday with Mr. 
Christopher with the crown 
prince. 


V JLJL v*. 


*IIe East News 


JORDAN TIMES, MONDAY, JANUARY 15, 1596 


Afghani government strikes 
peace deal with opposing group 


KABUL (AFP) — The be- 
leaguered Afghan govern- 
ment has sealed a peace pact 
with one of its main rivals 
allowing the opening of a 
crucial road artery to the 
besieged capital Kabul, 
sources said Sunday. 

The deal between Kabul 
and- the opposition Shi'iie 
Muslim Hezb-i-Wahdat fac- 
tion could ease the pressure 
on the embattled capital 
which is suffering severe food 
and fuel shortages, the 
sources close- to the Kabul 
administration told AFP. 

“A deal between the two 
sides has already been signed 
and will have immediate 
effect,” the sources said. 

“it could mean the Kabul 
government will have access 
to already existing supply 
routes to the Hezb-i-Wahdat 
in Bamyan province as well 
as to indigenous resources in 
the area," he said. 


In the protocol signed in 
the past few days, the two 
sides agreed to cease hostili- 
ties immediately, to open the 
road between Kabul and 
north-central Bamyan pro- 
vince and to exchange prison- 
ers, he said. 

The accord between the 
former foes will almost cer- 
tainly mean that Wahdat will 
pull out Junbish, a northern 
alliance of opposition groups 
which has been battling the 
government of President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani for the 
past two years, analysts said. 

“It seems this apparent 
change of heart will again 
change the military alliance 
seems to have been signed," 
another source said. 

“It could be enormously 
useful to the government 
which desperately needs to 
find ways of getting supplies 
into Kabul," he said. 

An analyst here said sup- 


plies could be channelled to 
Kabul from Bamyan, the 
base of pro-Iranian Wahdat 
leader Karim Khalili. 

Government spokesmen 
however Sunday refused to 
comment on the possible de- 
velopment, which has been 
the subject of intense spe- 
culation here for days. 

The deal appears to re- 
verse years of bitter opposi- 
tion and mistrust between the 
two camps, observers here 
said. 

They fought bitter battles 
to control parts of Kabul just 
10 months ago, and last 
clashed over the strategic Shi- 
. bar pass on the Kabul- 
Bamyan road — which the 
protocol will reopen — in 
September. 

The pass, on the border of 
the Wahdat stronghold of Ba- 
myan and government- 
controlled Parwan province is 
one of the major supply 



routes which could be used to 
bring food and fuel to Kabul. 

It was blocked by the 
Wahdat about four months 
ago, aggravating a blockade 
on the three other main roads 
leading to the capital im- 
posed by other warring fac- 
tions. 

The blockades on the city 
besieged on two sides by the 
Islamic Taliban movement 
have triggered a potential 
“humanitarian disaster" hero 
as the winter drags on, aid 
agencies have warned. 

The agreement between 
the government and Wahdat 
comes after the government 
offered to hold peace talks 
with all the warring factions 
in a bid to broker an end to 
years of civil war here. 

The latest deal appears to 
be the first concrete sign of 
any thawing of ties between 
Kabul and the other groups. 


PALESTINIAN ELECTION: An Israeli soldier looks at a fence fall of Palestinian posters, the 
majority of them for Hanan Ashrawi, a human rights activist and candidate in the upcoming 
Palestinian elections. On Sunday, Ms. Ashrawi was prevented from entering occupied Jerusalem at 
the A-Ram checkpoint (see page 1 story) (Reuters photo) , 


Arab League seeks 
joint Iraqi-Syrian 
front on water 


Jews defend the mystical 
rabbi of the flying carpet 


CAIRO (AFP) — The 
Arab League is trying to 
persuade Iraq and Syria to 
overcome their differ- 
ences and form a joint 
front against Turkey's 
plans to divert water from 
the Euphrates river, a 
league official said Sun- 
day. 

The official, who asked 
not to be named, said the 
league was trying to orga- 
nise a meeting between 
Iraqi and Syrian experts at 
its Cairo headquarters “to 
coordinate their positions 
regarding Turkey’s mea- 
sures which threaten to 
reduce the quantity of wa- 
ter flowing" into the two 
countries. 

Such a meeting would 
help the pan-Arab orga- 
nisation to provide them 
with the necessary sup- 
port, he added. 

Baghdad and Damas- 
cus, which are ruled by 
rival branches of the 
Baath Party, broke off di- 
plomatic relations at the 


start of the 1980-1988 
Iran-Iraq war. 

Turkey has angered 
both countries with its 
plans for a $30-billion 
irrigation and hydroelec- 
tricity project involving 
the construction of 22 
dams and 19 power plants 
along the Tigris and Eup- 
hrates rivers. 

Syria and Iraq complain 
that the projects will con- 
taminate the river waters 
and lead to a drop in their 
level. 

The Euphrates and Tig- 
ris rivers have their 
sources in Turkey. The 
Euphrates passes through 
Syria and merges with the 
Tigris in Iraq before 
reaching the Gulf. 

Syria has demanded 
Turkey sign a formal 
agreement for .the sharing 
of the Euphrates waters. 

Turkey says it is ready 
to discuss with Syria and 
Iraq a “rational use of the 
waters” of the Euphrates. 


DAMANHUR, Egypt 
(AFP) — Thousands of Jews 
gathered in the north of 
Egypt to protect the tomb 
belonging to the “rabbi of the 
flying carpet” which a Mus- 
lim lawyer is trying to have 
pulled down. 

Under a huge red tent, 
men and women sat around 
vast tables sagging under the 
weight of bread, meat and 
sweets which they had bought 
with them to share. 

Hebrew could be heard < 
mixing with French and Ara- 
bic as Jews from Israel, 
Morocco and France praised 
the mem opr of Rabbi Yaacov 
Abu Hatzira, who is believed 
to have miraculous powers 
even in death. 

Thursday was the 
anniversary of his death. “On 
that day the rabbi comes 
down to earth to listen to our 
sufferings and our wishes and 
then goes back to the sky to 
intercede on our behalf with 
God," said Emile Ouaknin, a 
50-year-old businessman. 

Abu Hatzira was a Cabbal- 
ist, a mystical branch of Juda- 
ism, born in 1808 in Talfilate 
in the Moroccan Atlas. He 
was buried in Damanhur 
where he died in 1881. 


“My sister-in-law, Brigitte, 
was childless for 10 years. I 
made her come here last 
year. Two months later she 
was became pregnant and is 
now the mother of a baby 
gjrl,” he said. 

As the atmosphere grew 
thick with incense inside the 
mausoleum, and bodies 
pressed together, shouting, 
crying, desperate to touch the 
tomb, his followers wrote 
their wishes on scraps of pap- 
er and threw them at 
thousands of candles shining 
“like the rabbi's soul." 

Others offered up 
almonds, dried fruits, bottles 
of alcohol, to be blessed so 
they could take diem back to 
friends to allow them to share 
in the rabbi’s powers. 

Against the wall of the 
mausoleum the throats of a 
sheep and a calf were slit. 

The rabbi's real name was 
Elbaz but be took the name 
Abu Hatzire — father of die 
carpet. According to his fol- 
lowers, when the captain of a 
boat refused to take him to 
Palestine, be sat down on his 
carpet and flew to die prom- 
ised land. 

“Rubbish,” scoffed lawyer 
Mustafa Raslan, who began a 


suit Oct. 14 to have the tomb 
demolished or transferred to 
Israel. 

“He was nothing but a 
poor Moroccan, living on a 
carpet under a bridge in 
Damanhur. When be died he 
was buried by a rich Jew from 
the town next to an Israelite 
cemetery. As die years went 
by they began to venerate 
Mm as a saint.'* 

But the great grandson of 
die rabbi Jacques Abihssira, 
who heads a worldwide group 
set up in die “memory of 
Rabbi Yaacob,” said “it 
would take several days to 
talk about all the mircales of 
his great grandfather.'’ 

“Those who attack Abu 
Hatzira suffer much ill,” 
added Mr. Ouaknin. 

But lawyer Raslan brushed 
the threat aside. “It doesn't 
frighten me. It is exactly to 
fight against such supersti- 
tions that I have started this 
court case because -even the 
Muslims near to the cemetery 
believe in these so-called 
□tirades of Abu Hatzira. 

“So if a cow is not giving 
milk or a woman wants to 
stop her husband taking 
another wife, she turns to 
Abu Hatzira.” 


Syrians on Golan not eager for close ties with Israel 


QUNE1TRA, Syria (AFP) 
— Syrians living on the 
Golan Heights say they 
aree not eager for the dose 
economic and political ties 
sought by their Israeli 
neighbours on the disputed 
plateau. 

“I could perhaps forget 
the past, but I would be 
lying if I told you that this 
could happen overnight.” 
said Jamal Salem, an admi- 
nistrative official from the 
province of Quneitra. 

A Syrian farmer who 
owned land now occupied 
by Israel on the Golan says 
he expects it will take years 
before Israel will enjoy the 
full economic and political 
cooperation it seeks in any 
peace deal with Syria. 

“Here, we are very pa- 
tient. Of course we support 
the peace process but in 
line with the U.N. resolu- 
tions (return of Golan). I 
refuse peace which will not 
give me back the Golan,” 
he said. 

The farmer, who did not 
want to give his name, said 
he lost his land and home 
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when Israel seized most of 
the Golan — 1,200‘ square 
kilometres — in the 1967 
Middle East war. 

“I had patiently removed 
all the stones to dear the 
ground, now Israeli settlers 
are occupying it. I still have 
the title deeds, and you just 
wait and see: One day I'll 
grow things on it better 
than before,” he added. 

About 13,000 Jewish set- 
tlers live on the Israeli side 
of the Golan, which is 
home to the plateau's best 
fanning land and most of 
its water resources. 

The Settlers have pros- 
pered in agriculture and 
light industries, generating 
$225 million a year in re- 
venue. The Golan, which 
holds a strategic position 
over the northern part of 
the Jewish state, is also 
home to Israel's best wine- 
making region. 

Many settlers have be- 
come so attached to the 
Golan that they have said 
they would consider living 
under Syrian rule to re- 
main, and are hoping for an 


CHURCHES 

St. Mary or Nazareth Church 
Swcifich, Td. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church, Td. 

632785. 

St. Joseph Church Td. 624590. 
Church of the Annundatfoo Td. 
637440. 

Dr La Salle Church Td. 661757 
Tesrasancla Church Tel: 622366 
Church at the Annsmdathw Td. 
623541. 

Angfican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian CatboUc Church Td. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Chmxh Td. 

775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman Inienmtkma] Church Td. 

652326. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Td: 
824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Td. 845437 
The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints Tel. 654932 
Church of Nasarene Tcl.67560]. 
The Evangelical Local Church In 
Amman 
Td. 811295. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied Cry the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

Temperatures arc expected to 
rise with skies partly cloudy and a 
chance for scattered showers. 


overall peace, including 
joint economic develop- 
ment of the plateau. 

But such ideas leave Sy- 
rians on the Golan cold, 
and like their government, 
they are more concerned 
about getting the plateau 
back. 

“You don't think that the 
French and the Germans 
become friends in 1945 just 
like that,” said Mr. Salem, 
referring to the end of 
World War II. "Don’t ask 
Syrians to do overnight 
what it has taken others 
years to accomplish.” 

A young woman in 
Quneitra said she is more 
concerned about seeing her 
relatives on the Israeli side 
of the Golan, where more 
than 15,000 Syrian Druze 
continue to live. 

“I want more than any- 
thing, if there is peace, to 
find my family,” she said. 

Quneitra, the “capital” 
of the Golan, became a 
ghost-town after Israeli 
troops used dynamite and 
bulldozers to demolish its 
buildings in 1974. shortly 


before returning it to Syria 
as part of a U.S.-brokered 
ceasefire agreement. 

The few people seen 
among the town's ruins are 
not optimistic about the re- 
sumption in December of 
Syrian-Israeli peace talks, 
which the United States 
brokered after a six-month 
stalemate. 

On Saturday, U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher said he expec- 
ted a peace accord to be 
signed in 1996 after talks 
with Syrian President 
Hafez A1 Assad and Israeli 
Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres. 

He also announced the 
negotiations would resume 
Jan. 24 and be expanded to 
indude military experts. 

Quneitra offers a lunar- 
like panorama, and all 
around the town three hills 
rise crowned by high-tech 
Israeli listening gear. 

“We should keep part of 
these ruins as a museum," 
said a Syrian official as he 
looked at the devastation 
of Quneitra. 


Near the last flattened 
house covered with moss, a 
Star of David flag flutters 
and a road sign reads: 
"Welcome to Israel.” 
During his peace mission 
to Israel and Syria this 
week, Mr. Christopher said 
that ail the issues were now 
on the negotiating table and 
that the two sides could 
“see the trade-offs.” 

But people on the Golan 
fail to smile when asked if 
they could imagine the day* 
when they could cross over 
into Israel to sell cabbage 
and buy Israeli goods. 

The faces of some turn 
hard when asked to discuss 
the possibility that the 
Golan's key resources — 
water — could be shared 
between the two neigh- 
bouring countries once 
peace is achieved. 

Israel draws about one- 
third of its water from the 
Golan. 

“If there is peace, a just 
peace. I will not run and 
embrace them, nor would I 
hit them,” said one young 
man. 


Algerian 
journalist 
shot dead 


PARIS (R) — Suspected 
Muslim guerrillas shot dead 
an Algerian journalist and 
wounded another outside the 
offices of a newspaper in 
central Algiers, colleagues 
and an official statement said 
Sunday. 

At least three gunmen 
fired six bullets at the French- 
language L'Independnat's 
editor Noureddine Guittoune 
and researcher Khaled 
Aboulkacem on Saturday 
night as they walked home 
from die paper offices in 
Algiers, colleagues said. 

Mr. Aboulkacem, 30, died 
in hospital from head 
wounds, they said by phone 
from the newspaper offices m 
Algiers. Mr. Guittoune, who 
celebrates his 47th birthday 
on Monday, was wounded in 
the abdomen but his injury 
was not life threatening, they 
added. • 

“The assailants were at 
ltast three and we ’ heard 
them fire six bullets at them,” 
a journalist said. 

A security official state- 
ment, carried by the Algerian 
news agency APS, said the 
attack occured at 9 p.m. 
(2000 GMT) near the news- 
paper headquarters at Larbi 
Ben MTiidi street in Algiers. 

The attack against the two 
newspapermen came four 
days after gunmen pumped 
several bullets into the 
governent-owned newspaper 
El Moudjahid’s journalist 
Mohamed Mekati near his 
home in Ain Naadja suburb, 
southwest of Algiers. Hie 39- 
year-old journalist died of his 
injuries the following day. 

No group has claimed re- 
sponsibility for the latest 
assassinations but die Muslim 
fundamentalist Armed Isla- 
mic Group (GIA) has took 
responsability for the bulk of 
journalists’ slaying in Algeria 
during the past two years. 

More than 60 journalists 
and media employees have 
been killed in Algerian vio- 
lence since June 1993 when 
rebels turned their guns 
against them, accusing the 
media of backing the govern- 
ment's propaganda campaign 
against the militants. 

Up to 50,000 people have 
been killed in Algeria's civil 
strife pitting guerrillas a gainst 
government forces since early 
1992 when authorities cancel- 
led a general election which 
the Islamists were set to win. 



Shbeilat pleads not guilty 

AMMAN (AFP) — An Islamic union leader charged with 


am innocent and I am being tried for my opinions,” Leith 
Shbeilat, head of the Engineers Association told the court. 
Mr. Shbeilat, who opposes Jordan’s peace treaty with 
Israel, is also charged with distributing information harmful 
to national unity and the economy. The union leader, who 
was arrested on Dec. 9, said his trial was aimed at 
“satisfying certain parties,” whom be did not identify, 
adding his actions had been dictated by “national duty.” 

UAE wants to control Internet 

DUBAI (AFP) — The United Arab Emirates (UAE) plans 
to develop a national strategy to control information 
coming into the country via the Internet, officials said 
Saturday. A conference entitled “Internet and Security” 
was held by Dubai police Saturday and recommended the 
creation of a commission to “develop a national strategy to 
prevent the bad use of the Internet.” The UAE booked up 
to the Internet in August, joining the rapidly growing 
network that connects computers around the world and 
allows for a free exchange of text, images and sound. 
Participants in the meeting included senior officials from 
the ministries of interior, information and justice. They 
warned of “things on die Internet that were against 
Arab-Muslim values and decency, including pornography, 
and information dangerous to the country's economic, 
political and military security.” The officials also under- 
lined the need “to inform the Internet users of their .rights 
and responsibilities, id protect the society’s Values and not 
expose the country's security to dangers such as crime, 
terrorism and drug trafficking.” According to Walid 
Rashid, an official with die national telephone company 
Ettislat, “the number of Internet subscribers in die 
emirates is currently 3,000, and the requests to be 
connected continue to rise.” 

Snow storms in Iran kill 9 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Nine people have died in violent snow 
and rain storms throughout Iran which also caused millions 
of dollars in damage, state television reported Sunday. 
Heavy snow and rain has hit 24 of Iran’s 26 provinces in the 
past four days, including desert areas in southern and 
central regions of the country for the first time in 40 years. 
Thousands of hectares of farmland have been destroyed 
and 100,000 trees flattened in mainly southern regions of 
the country. The television said several boats had gone 
missing in the Gulf waters off Iran’s southern ports, but did 
not report on the fate of the people on board. On Saturday, 
the official news agency IRNA said 17 fishermen had been 
found alive after going missing in a violent storm in the 
northern Gulf. Up to two metres of snow has accumulated 
in mountainous regions of the country. Rescue teams have 
been dispatched to disaster areas to provide help, the 
television said. 

Vanunu appeals against prison conditions 

BEERSHEBA (AFP) — Mordechai Vanunu, the Israeli 
nuclear technician jailed for revealing his country's atomic 
secrets t 9 a British newspaper, appeared in court on 
Sunday to appeal against his prison conditions. The court 
postponed judgement on the appeal launched by Mr. 
Vanunu, who has been held in solitary confinement at 
Ashquelon prison in southern Israel for the past nine years,, 
legal sources said. In 1986, Mr. Vanunu gave the British 
weekly the Sunday Times photographs he had taken during 
his Work at the Dimona nuclear plant in the Negev desert. 
He was subsequently kidnapped by Israeli agents in Rome 
and taken to Israel for trial. Human rights organisations 
have protested ever since at the conditions in which he has 
been held. Israel has never officially admitted that it 
possesses nuclear weapons but foreign experts have said it 
has 200 warheads. Israeli Prime Minister Shimon Peres has 
said his country would abandon “the atom” if it could 
conclude a comprehensive peace with countries in the 
Middle East including Iran, Libya and Iraq. 
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winds will be southeasterly moder- 
ate becoming southwesterly moder- 
ate in the evening. 

In Aqaba, skies will be partly 
cloudy with a chance for showers. 
Winds will be northerly moderate 
and seas calm during the day be- 
coming southerly moderate to 
active and seas rough in the cvcn- 

MmJMax. temp. 

Amman 2/15 

Aqaba 9/ 21 

Deserts QN6 

Jordan Valley 8/20 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 13. Aqaba 19. Humidity 
readings: Amman 52 per cent. 
Aqaba 21 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Ghalcb Zawaidch 73601 1 

Dr. Fakhcr Bclhcisi 663412 

Dr. Khalil A1 Tusiuq 757253 

Dr, Mahmoud 'Amir 8SJW83 

Fcrdows pharmacy 77X336 

A1 Ascma pharmacy 637(155 


Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

AJ Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisani pharmacy 637660 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRB1D: 

Dr. Ahmad Oanu 281741 

Alquds pharmacy (— ) 

ZAKQA: 

Dr. Tarcq Hiijawi 985445 

Khalifch pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence Department 661111 

Civil Dercnoc Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Gvil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192,621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

PuWie Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Muniapality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 
(directory assistance) 121 


Overseas Calls 010230, 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

8156(5 

Electric Power 

Company 6 3638 1 

RJ Flight Information .... 08-53200 
Ouccn Alia Inti. Airport ($-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn 

644281/6 

Akileh Maternity, J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 607071 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. ALMuhajrccn ... 777101/3 
ALBashir.J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army. Marka 891611/13 

Oucca Alia Hospital 686100 

Amal Hospital 607135 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 


Special Surgery 863199 

ZAkQA: 

Zarqa Govt . Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 


(09)900560 

fhn Sira Hospital (09)986732 

AIKikma Modem Hospital (091990990 

may. 

Princes Bantu Hospital (02)275555 

Creek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

Ibn A1 Nafccs Hospital (021247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN AU A 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Rights (Terminal 1) 

07:20 Sanaa (RJ) 

0940 Damascus (RJ) 

0*SS Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

HfcOS Beirut (RJ) 

10:10 New Delhi (RJ) 

1005 Jeddah (RJ) 

1&30 Cairo (RJ) 

1&45 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

17:25 Casablanca (RJ) 

IfcOO Bangkok (RJ) 

IStSO Tunis (RJ) 

234SO New Delhi (add) (RJ) 

01:30 Jeddah (add)(RJ) 


Kuala Lumpur. New Delhi (RJ) 
0*50 Cairo (add) (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

e«0 Romc(AZ) 

8MS Khartoum (SD) 

09t50 Cairo (MS) 

12dM — Muscat. Abu Dhabi (GF) 

KtOO Vienna (OS) 

IS JO Kicv(6U) 

1940 .. ........ .Paris. Damascus ( AF 

22:45 Athens. Beirut (OA) 

33:05 London (BA) 

01J0 Amsterdam (KL) 

DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Rights 
(Terminal 1) 

0430 

New Delhi. Singapore. Kuala 

.*» 5S£SM8j| 

Tunis (RJ) 

London (RJ) 

12:15 Cairo (RJ) 

I* 25 Frankfurt (RJ) 

1230 .. . Amsterdam. Chicago (RJi 

25:15 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

29M Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

Damascus (RJ) 

21M Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

21:15 Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

81:10 Cairo (add) (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

•*2 Romc(AZ) 

0&00 Istanbul (TX) 


ftfcSO Beirut, London (BA j 

07:45 Beirut (ME( 

IhOO Khartoum (SD) 

1330 

Bahrain. Abu Dhabi, Muscat (GF) 

ISS9 Vienna (05) 

16:30 Kicv(6U) 

OffcAO London (BA j 

•2=3® Amsterdam (KL) 

0&00 Beirut. Athens (OA) 


MARKET PRICES 

Uppcr/lowcr price in fib per kg. 

Apple 7001 500 

Banana 660/660 

Banana (Mukammar) ..... 600/600 
Banana (imported) ......... 860/700 

Cabbage 80/30 

Carrot 2KV12Q 

Cauliflower /. 120/50 

Cucumbers (luge) 10CV 3g 

Cucumbers (small) ....... 220/ 150 

Eggplant 180/ 120 

Garlic — 850/600 

Grape Fruit 220/130 

Lemon 300/200 

Marrownargc) ................ 80/30 

Marrow (small) 130/70 

Onion (mean) - 160/100 

Onion (dry) ................. 200/ ISO 

Orange 430/300 

Pepper (hot) 400 / 300 

Pepper (sweet) 420/300 

Radish;. ISCVW 

Serine Beans - 900 / 400 

Tomato - 130/80 
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^ Bftlj A TOURISTS ATTRACTION: A plan prepared by a Japanese agency pro- 
poses the development of new facilities at the Amman amphitheatre (File 
3! guilty P hot °) 

Khatib thanks Japan for help 
in developing tourism sector 


AMMAN (Petra) — Min- 
•- ister of ToQrism and Antiq- 
uities Abdul Dah AJ Khatib 
said Sunday that Japan’s 
tr o I i r*er-- conmraed assistance to Jor- 
1 ’ dan to promote its tourism 
sector plays an important 
„ role in supporting peace 
and stability in the Middle 
. East 

. Addressing a workshop 
on the development of the 
tourism sector, the minister 
voiced the government’s 
appreciation to Japan for 
its assistance, noting that a 
study and a plan on tourism 
- in Jordan conducted by the 
Ministry of Tourism and 
Antiquities and the Japan- 

• ese International Coopera- 
- tioa Agency (JICA) will 

greatly boost the tourism 
indusnyin the Kingdom; . 
’The workshop, held in 

• cooperation with JICAjand- 
the Japanese embfi&y.' 


focused on the Japanese 
study, which the Japanese 
team has just concluded. 

The Ministry of Tourism 
will revise the study, which 
contains plans and propos-' 
als for developing tourism 
before preparing a final 
report to the council of 
ministers and enforcing the 
plan, said Dr. Khatib 

Referring to the contents 
of the plan, the minister 
said that it provides for the 
implementation of six 
tourism-related projects. 

Japan’s Ambassador to 
Jordan Takayuki Kimura 
said in a* statement that 
tourism in Jordon is one of 
the most important sectors 
which bring in hard curren- 
cy to the Jordanian national 
economy. 

• The Japanese government 
has suggested that a num- 
ber of vital projects be car- 


ried out in Jordan to boost 
tourism, said the minister, 
who added thru Japan 
expressed readiness to pro- 
vide the required financial 
and technical assistance for 
these projects . 

During the one-day work- 
shop, the participants 
watched a documentary 
film on Jordan's tourism 
and later reviewed ministry 
reports about the sharp 
increase in the number of 
tourists in the Kingdom. 

The plan prepared by the 
Japanese calls on the public 
and private sectors to coop- 
erate to develop tourism 
facilities in the heart of 
Amman, including the 
Citadel and the Roman 
Amphitheatre and the cre- 
ation of a national museum 
in Ras A1 Ain district and a 
hotel in Salt 


an is... ? 


Queen attends concert 


AMMAN tJ.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor Sun- 
day attended a joint concert 
by the Orchestras of the 
National Music Conserva- 
tory (NMC) and the Jordan- 
ian Armed Forces, conduct- 
ed by the renowned Ameri- 
can musician Charles Ans- 
bacher at the Philadelphia 
Hotel. The concert, which 
was held in cooperation 
with the Noor A1 Hussein 
Foundation's NMC and the 
American Centre, featured 
works by George Bizet, 
Johannes Brahms, Johann 
Strauss, Wolfgang 

Amadaeus Mozart, 

Leonard Bernstein’s “West 
Side Story" and John Philip 



Sousa’s “Stars and Stripes 
Forever." 

Dr. Ansbacher has con- 
ducted some of the most 
prominent orchestras in the 


world, such as the Vienna 
State Opera and the Cairo 
Symphony Orchestra 
Recently, he conducted the 
Sarajevo Philharmonic 

Orchestra in Sarajevo’s 
New Year’s Eve Concert, 
which was broadcast 

worldwide. In recognition 
of his pioneering role in 
guiding American public 
and institutional policy in 
the arts, he became the first 
and only artist to be select- 
ed as a White House Fel- 
low. 

Her Royal Highness 

Princess Alia AI Faisal 
accompanied Queen Noor 
to the concert 


Jordan, Israel to sign major new agreements Thursday 

Transportation deal to allow for 
transport of goods to self-rule areas 


By Amy Henderson 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — By signing five 
new agreements Thursday, 
Jordan and Israel will have 
finalised all the deals that 
were stipulated by their 
1994 peace treaty. The 
agreements, scientific and 
cultural exchange, trans- 
portation, telecommunica- 
tions, maritime borders and 
Aqaba-Eilat. were approved 
by the cabinet Saturday. 

His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan is 
expected to attend the sign- 
ing ceremony in Aqaba. 
Signing for Jordan will be 
Minister of Transportation 
S amir Kawar, Minister of 
Post and Teiecommunica- 


Kingdom 
to mark 
Arbor 


dons Jamal Sarayrah, Lieu- 
tenant General Tahsin 
Shordom and Aqaba gover- 
nor and president of the 
Aqaba Regional Authority 
Fayez Khasawneh. The sci- 
entific and cultural agree- 
ment will be signed by For- 
eign Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti. 

Mr. Kabariti will sign the 
agreement along with his 
Israeli counterpart Ehud 
Barak, expected to arrive 
here Thursday. 

The scientific and cultural 
agreement has been vehe- 
mently criticised by the 
opposition as the agreement 
that sanctions “normalisa- 
tion” of relations between 
the two peoples. The contro- 
versy surrounding the 


agreement has been the 
cause of much speculation 
and debate about who would 
sign it 

Although sources close to 
the government had earlier 
told the Jordan Tunes that 
Minister of Culture Samir 
Habashneh had asked “to be 
excused from his duties" in 
signing, a senior foreign 
ministry official Sunday 
said that this was “absolute- 
ly not the case.” It was, be 
said, a matter of protocol. 

“The cultural agreement 
falls under the jurisdiction 
of the foreign ministry in 
Israel,” be said, “which 
means that the (Israeli) for- 
eign minis ter would sign. 
Therefore, his Jor danian 
counterpart should also sign 


the agreement." 

According to the Israeli 
embassy in Amman, the 
Israeli foreign ministry 
deals with all international 
cultural agreements, which 
are the responsibility of the 
international cultural rela- 
tions department within the 
foreign ministry. 

Among the five agree- 
ments, the transportation 
agreement is considered to 
be one of the most important 
as it consolidates many of 
the eight cooperation agree- 
ments already signed, 
including a trade agreement 
and an agreement on 
tourism . 

Provisions of the agree- 
ment would also permit the 
transport of goods to the 


Ministry urges local councils 
to promote cultural activities 


Day 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 
will today, Monday, cele- 
brate Arbor Day with tree 
planting ceremonies to be 
held around the country . 

A statement from the 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Sunday said that the main 
celebration will be held in 
the new Hashemite State 
University in Zarqa, noting 
that 4,000 fruit and forest 
trees will be planted in the 
university’s campus. 

The ceremony in Zarqa, 
which will be held under 
Royal patronage, is expect- 
ed tp be attended by public 
and-, private institutions in 
the Zarqa- and Mafraq gov- 
embrates, said • the state- 
ment, which noted that 
invitations were also sent 
out to members of the Arab 
and foreign diplomatic 
missions in Amman. 

The ministry said it pre- 
pared eight million 
saplings to be distributed to 
institutions and individuals 
around the country to be 
planted during this year. 

It said that the trees will 
be planted in 4(1,000 to 

50.000 dunums of land in 
addition to shrubs to be 
planted in 30,000 dunums 
of land in order to create 
pasture lands . 

According to Musa 
Abbadi, director of the 
Ministry of Agriculture’s 
Afforestation and Pasture 
Land Department, the total 
area of state-sponsored 
forests has now reached 

730.000 dunums. 


AQABA (Petra) — Minis- 
ter of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environ- 
ment Nader Thuheirat Sun- 
day urged mayors of towns 
in four govemorates to give 
due attention to promoting 
cultural and youth activities 
in their regions, help pro- 
tect the environment from 
pollution and green the 
country. 

“The local administra- 
tions should not only aim at 
carrying out municipal ser- 
vices but must also create 
the opportune cultural, 
social and health environ- 
ments that would brighten 
the life of the local resi- 
dents," said the minister in 
opening a three-day semi- 
nar on the role of municipal 
councils in local develop- 


ment . 

Mr. Thuheirat, who 
deputised for Prime Minis- 
ter Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
at the meeting, said that his 
ministry has allocated JD 

200,000 to create public 
libraries in the country's 
municipalities in coopera- 
tion with the Ministry of 
Culture to help promote 
cultural life . 

“In keeping with the gov- 
ernment's pledge before 
Parliament to help munici- 
pal councils, the ministry 
has purchased JD 1.5 mil- 
lion worth of equipment to 
be given to joint local coun- 
cils,” he said. 

Through the Cities and 
Villages Development 
Bank (CVDB), the ministry, 
supports and finances 


investment projects in rural 
and badia regions, said Mr 
Thuheirat 

The 130 heads of local 
councils in Irbid, Ajloun, 
Jerash and Mafraq who 
take • pan in the meetings 
are expected to review 
working papers dealing 
with ways to develop 
municipalities revenues, 
the role of cultural clubs in 
promoting local communi- 
ties, the role of the Ministry 
of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the CVDB in 
backing this development 
and the role of universities 
and the Jordan Valley 
Authority in helping local 
communities. 




Trial of sabotage suspects postponed 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The State 
Security Coun Sunday 
postponed the trial of six 
defendants known as the 
“Islamic Revivalists” until 
Jan. 17 because two of five 
attorneys defending the 
group failed to show up in 
court. 

The other three attor- 
neys, Radi Gharaibeh, 
Khalid Aref and Moham- 
mad Dweik, asked the tri- 
bunal Sunday to hear the 
witnesses even in the 
absence of the two attor- 
neys. 

On Jan. 7, Mr. Aref and 
Mr. Gharaibeh, represent- 
ing defendants Saber Mok- 
bel and Khalid Kilani, 
asked the court to call on 
two witnesses, Marzouq 


Batayneh from the village 
of Hakma, where the 
defendant lived, and explo- 
sives expert Ahmad Ali. 

Presiding Judge Colonel 
Hafez Amin rejected the 
attorneys’ motion to hear 
two defence witnesses 
because “legally, all five 
attorneys must be present 
to hear the witnesses.” 

The group of six, which 
is alleged to have started 
gathering members in 
1990, is charged with plan- 
ning to carry out attacks 
against foreigners in Jor- 
dan. using explosives and 
automatic weapons. The 
group was apprehended 
before it actually carried 
out any attack. 

They are also charged 
with illegal possession and 
manufacturing of explo- 
sive materials, automatic 


weapons for illicit use, and 
belonging to an illegal 
organisation. 

All six defendants last 
October pleaded innocent 
to the charges of sabotage 
and illegal possession and 
manufacturing of explo- 
sives. If convicted, they 
could receive the death 
penalty. 


Palestinian self-rule areas. 
Under the agreement, Jor- 
danian vehicles would cross 
the King Hussein Bridge 
and transfer goods to Pales- 
tinian vehicles destined for 
the self-rule areas. 

Also under the transport 
agreement, scheduled to be 
effective oue mouth follow- 
ing its signing, bus compa- 
nies will run daily shuttles 
between seven major cities; 
the Israeli cities of Eilat. Tel 
Aviv, Haifa, Nazareth and 
the Jordanian cities of 
Amman, Aqaba and Irbid. It 
will also include a regular 
air taxi service between the 
two countries. 

Its provisions also would 
allow private cars to cross 
the border into Israel. 


TCC 
suspends 
service for 
18,000 
subscribers 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Telecommunications Cor- 
poration (TCC) has discon- 
nected out-going service 
on 18,000 telephone lines 
for failure by subscribers to 
pay their TCC bills. 

According to an official 
at the Ministry of Post and 
Telecommunications, 
which is responsible for 
TCC, the outstanding bill 
totalled about JD 4 million. 
Some of the bills were 
dated far back as last June 
1995. 

The disconnecting affect- 
ed subscribers who had not 
paid their telephone bills 
from June to October 1995, 
said Yousef Hadidi, direc- 
tor of the Subscribers and 
Revenue Department at the 
ministry. 

In the first phase service 
is cut only on the sub- 
scribers' out-going • call, 
i.e., he/she can receive 
calls but not make calls. If 
a subscriber settles all out- 
standing bills during the 
first week he/she will not 
be fined the JD 5 recon- 
nection charges. 


unicef 



JEA, French company sign deal 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordan Electricity Authority (JEA) 
has signed an agreement with Schneider Electric France 
providing for the establishment of an electric substation 
south of Amman. The S15 million project, to be financed 
by the Jeddah-based Islamic Bank for Development, aims 
to establish a new 400/1 32kv substation to help in upgrad- 
ing the voltage of the transmission overhead tine between 
Aqaba and south Amman to 400 kilovolts. The project will 
be completed around the third quarter of 1997. 

Railway project ‘feasible’ 

AMMAN (Petra) — A study conducted by an Austrian 
company in cooperation with the Ministry of Transport 
concluded that a railway project linking Amman with the 
adjacent cities of Zarqa and Sweileh would be feasible, 
according to Direcror of Rail Transport at the Ministry 
Yahya Judeitawi. Mr. Judeitawi said the study, conducted 
through financing by the Austrian government, concluded 
that such a project would cost JD 5 1 million. 


Workshop on education for the gifted opens 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Noor Al Hussein Founda- 
tion (NHF) and the regional 
office of the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation 
(UNESCO) Sunday opened 
a four-day regional work- 
shop on the education for 
the gifted and talented stu- 
dents. The workshop is held 
under the patronage of Her 
Majesty- Queen Noor and 
with the participation of 
nine Arab countries as well 
as the United Kingdom. 

NHF Executive Director 
Ibrahim Badran opened the 
sessions by outlining the 
aims and objectives of the 
NHF-sponsored Jubilee 
School, which opened its 


doors in 1993 providing 
advanced academic pro- 
grammes to meet the intel- 
lectual, effective and cre- 
ative needs of gifted stu- 
dents and to challenge them 
to achieve their full poten- 
tial. 

Dr. Badran said the 
Jubilee School follows two 
lines in education; one rep- 
resented in the normal 
imparting of education ro 
the students and the other 
enabling them to condui . 
research on their own to 
promoie the scope of their 
knowledge. 

Work is currently under- 
way on the construction of 
the estimated 515 million 
school, which is expected 


to be ready in 20 months, 
said Dr. Badran. 

He said that the peace era 
in the Middle East places 
the region face to face with 
numerous challenges, fore- 
most of which are the sci- 
entific, technological and 
economic challenges. 
Hence is the need for gifted 
people to deal with the new 
developments , he said. 

• The workshop, which was 
opened in the presence of 
His Royal Highness Prince 
Ghazi Ben Mohammad, His 
Majesty King Hussein's 
cultural secretary, is expect- 
ed to review 12 .research 
papers dealing with educa- 
tional programmes for the 
talented students, employ- 


ment of modern technology 
in educating the gifted stu- 
dents, educational needs for 
schools caring for the gift- 
ed, educational strategies, 
guidance of talented chil- 
dren and experiences of the 
participating countries in 
this field. 

Taking part in the region- 
al workshop, which is held 
at the Royal Cultural Cen- 
tre, are delegates from Jor- 
dan, Syria, Egypt, Lebanon, 
Tunisia, the United Arab 
Emirates, Qatar, Kuwait 
and Iraq in addition to the 
United Kingdom and 
UNESCO. 
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Indo- Jordan trade week aims to enhance ties 


LECTURE 


* “The Education We Desire” (in Arabic) by Deputy 
Prime Minister/Minister of Education Abdul Ra’ouf 
Rawabdeh at Abdul Harneed Shoman Foundation. Jabal 
Amman at 6:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Contemporary 1 and Traditional Jewellery at The Jordan 
Design and Trade Centre. Shmeisani (Tel. 699141) (until 
Jan. 31). 

* Water colours by Salum Kanaan at Riwaq Al Balqa 
Gallery. Fuheis (until Jan. 20). 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A week- 
long lndo- Jordan Trade 

Promotion Week opened 
here Sunday with an Indian 
official calling on Jordan to 
promote its economic and 
trade ties with India. 

The Indian embassy's 
commercial counsellor. 
Sunjay Panda, who opened 
the event at the embassy, 
called on the Jordanian 


business community to 
launch joint investment 
ventures with their Indian 
counterparts and to increase 
the volume of trade 
between the two countries . 

A statement by the 
Embassy of India issued 
Saturday said the objective 
of the event is to create 
greater awareness among 
the business community in 


Jordan about the existing 
potential of fruitful collabo- 
ration with their Indian 
counterparts. 

This would not only facil- 
itate business contracts 
between the two countries 
but will also help identify 
possibilities for joint ven- 
tures and expansion of 
bilateral trade, said the 
statement. 


The Indo-Jordan Trade 
Promotion Week, it added, 
is conceived as a first step 
towards systematically car- 
rying out promotional 
activities in the trade, 
investment, technology 
transfer, services and 
industrial sectors to the 
mutual benefit of both 
countries. 


UNITED NATIONS CHILDREN'S FUND 
(UNICEF) 

(AREA OFFICE) 

UNICEFs Jordan Country Programme is seeking to 
recruit an accountant on short-term basis to assist in 
the financial and administrative foilow-up of a survey 
conducted by the Department of Statistics with the 
assistance of inter alia UNICEF.. S/He will undertake 
the following responsibilities: 

1. Develop in close cooperation with the 
Department 

of Statistics a financial plan for the survey based on 
the survey's definition documents and timetable 
according to the project agreements, including 
amendments and budget. 

2. Work in close collaboration with UNICEF's 
operations section and the Department of Statistics 
to develop and monitor a system for ensuring the 
smooth operation of ail financial transactions in line 
with the financial rules and regulations of UNICEF. 

3. Provide weekly and monthly written reports to 
UNICEF Area Office, Amman on all financial and 
administrative transactions related to the survey. 
Candidates should have the following qualifications: 

1. BSc in Accounting with a minimum of 3 years of 
experience with a reputable, preferably international 
organisation. 

2. Fluent written and spoken English and Arabic. 

3. Computer literacy. 

4. Good communication skills and ability towork in 
group and sometimes under pressure of time. 

5. Background experience in social research 
activities a big asset. 

DURATION: Starting as soon as possible for 
approximately 11 months. Salary depending on 
qualifications and experience. 

Please send detailed resume, in English to: 
OPERATIONS OFRCER 
UNICEF AREA OFFICE 
P.0. BOX 811721, AMMAN 11181 JORDAN 
Applications for this position must be received by 
January 25th, 1996. Acknowledgement will only be 
sent to short-listed candidates under serious 
consideration. 

UNICEF IS A SMOKE-FREE ENVIRONMENT 
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Sri Lanka braces for fresh army 
offensive; Tigers step up attacks 


Jordan limes, Monday January 15, 1996 


COLOMBO (AFP) — Sri 
Lankan security forces 
poured more troops to the 
island’s east ahead of a 
major showdown with 
Tamil Tigers guerrillas who 
have stepped up their 
attacks in the region, 
defence officials here said 
Sunday. 

The separatist Liberation 
Ti gers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) destroyed two more 
electricity transformers in 
the eastern town of 
Kalawanchikudy over the 
weekend, the military said 
in a statement 

Defence officials said 
more than 35 power trans- 
formers had b een sabotaged 
by the LTTE in the region 
during the past month in an 
apparent bid to blunt the 
impending military offen- 
sive against their jungle 
bases. 

Army commandos were 
moving to the coastal dis- 
t ricto f Batticaloa where the 
LTTE escalated attacks fol- 
lowing the fall of their 
northern citadel of Jaffiia 
last month, defence officials 
said. 


In Jaffiia itself, the LITE 
Saturday shot dead a sol- 
dier, the military said. 
Although the army had dri- 
ven out most of the rebels 
from Jaffiia, there were a 
few guerrillas still holed up 
in the area, officials said. 

Th ere w ere also reports of 
an LTTE attack against a 
small islet in the north 
where a pro-government 
Tamil group maintains a 
small mili Ha force. Military 
officials said they were 
awaiting details of Friday’s 
attack on the Delft Islet 

Th ere w as no word from 
the LTTE about the attack 
but in a statement from its 
London office Saturday the 
Tigers said that the military 
was preparing for another 
round of fighting by acquir- 
ing mor e mil itary hardware. 

The LITE said the navy 
was building another base 
in the island's north and 
importing aircraft and more 
hardware to escalate the 
ongoing conflict. 

The navy was setting up a 
facility on the small islet of 
Mandativu to enforce a 
stranglehold on the rebels’ 


former bastion of Jaffiia in 
t he no rth of the country, the 
LTTE charged. 

"This is an attempt to 
form a steel ring around the 
coast of the J affiia peninsu- 
la,” the LTTE said in a state- 
ment issued from its 
London office and received 
here Saturday. 

Officials said tha t with the 
fall of Jaffiia, the LTTE bad 
escalated its attacks in the 
eastern province where at 
least 50 people have been 
killed in fresh violence in 
the ne w year . 

The LTTE lost its hold on 
Jaffiia after 50 days of bitter 
fighting against government 
security forces earlier last 
month. Some 500 govern- 
ment soldiers and an esti- 
mated 2,000 rebels were 
killed in the fighting. 

The Tigers accused the 
military of acquiring super- 
sonic planes, gunboats and 
armoured tanks. 

‘This clearly shows that 
the Sri lankan government 
does not believe in finding a 
political solution to the 
national conflict,” the LTTE 
said. 


The government says it 
wants to neutralise the guer- 
rillas, who ended a 100-day 
truce in April last year to 
resume their protracted 
campaign, before pressing 
ahead with a power-sharing 
package to resolve the 
drawn-out conflict. 

More than 50,000 people 
have died in the separatist 
straggle in the past 23 years 
while all political attempts 
to appease minority Tamils 
have ended in failure. 

Deputy Defence Minister 
Anuruddha Ratwatte told 
parliament last week that 
tire army would soon move 
against the Tigers, this time 
in the eastern province from 
where the army had with- 
drawn troops for the Jaffna 
offensive. 

Defence sources said the 
10,000 recruits taken on two 
months ago will be 
absorbed into service by 
February giving the army 
more flexibility to hold ter- 
ritory taken from the Tigers 
while conducting new oper- 
ations. 


Canadian premier arrives in Pakistan Blair 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
Canadian Prime Minister 
Jean Chreiien and a delega- 
tion of 150 business people 
and investors flew into 
Islamabad Sunday for a 
two-day visit aimed at 
boosting economic relations 
with Pakistan, officials said. 

Mr. Chretien, who arrived 
from New Delhi on the sec- 
ond leg of his four-nation 
Asian tour, is the first 
Canadian prime minister to 
visit Pakistan since 1971. 
His trip will also take him to 
Indonesia and Malaysia. 

His delegation, dubbed 
Team Canada,” includes 
representatives from both 
the private and public sec- 
tors. The Canadian business 
..delegation „ is ^expected to 
sign nine agreements in the 
. energy, transport and com-, 
munication sectors, officials 
said. 

Mr. Chretien, who was 
received by Foreign 
Minister Aseff Ahmed Ali 
amid rain at Islamabad 
Airport, was expected to 
meet his Pakistani counter- 

g art Benazir Bhutto late 
unday. 

He will also call on 
President Farooq Ahmed 
Leghari. 

Officials said the two 
prime ministers will discuss 
bilateral matters and region- 
al and international issues 


of mutual concern at a for- 
mal session Monday. 

Ms. Bhutto will brief Mr. 
Chretien on the security sit- 
uation in South Asia with 
special focus on Pakistan’s 
Kashmir dispute with India 
and fears of a nuclear arms 
race on the subcontinent, 
they said. 

Mr Chretien, during his 
stay in India, called on New 
Delhi to sign the nuclear 
non-proliferation treaty. 

The civil war in neigh- 
bouring Afghanistan is also 
likely to figure in their 
talks. Coinciding with his 
trip. Canada announced 
Sunday a four million 
Canadian dollar ($2,937 
million) contribution in 
response, .to the United 
Nations appeal fra.bumani- 
tariaa assistance for. 
Afghanistan. U.N. sources,' 
here said. 

The two prime ministers 
will attend a round-table 
meeting Monday which will 
consider recommendations 
of six working groups to 
promote investment in 
Pakistan, in the fields of 
energy, agro-based industry, 
telecommunications, trans- 
port, science and technolo- 
gy and education. 

Ml Chretien, 62, has 
launched a mission to refor- 
mulate foreign policy, giv- 
ing precedence to Canadian 


economic goals, Canadian 
High Commissioner Marie- 
Andree Beauchemin here 
said. 

The visit by team Canada 
will offer a "great opportu- 
nity” to diversify bilateral 
relations, she said, adding 
that Canadian business peo- 
ple representing more than 
140 companies are also 
expected to sign a number 
of commercial agreements 
with their Pakistani coun- 
terparts. 

Most of the Canadian 
companies whose represen- 
tatives arrived with Mr. 
Chretien are interested in 
hydro-power and thermal 
generation projects, she 
added. 

A, leading Canadian power 
generation company. ,B,C. 

. Hydrahas started wqckoan. 

.115 megawatt power pro- 
ject near" Lahore in the 
Pakistani province of 
Punjab. 

The Canadian investment 
in Pakistan has gone from 
zero to $10 million in a 
year, she said, on the eve of 
Mr. Chretien’s visit 

The volume of bilateral 
trade was worth $260 mil- 
lion in 1994, she said, 
adding that in the last 12 
months Canadian compa- 
nies have concluded sales 
worth more than $400 mil- 
lion. 


Bangladesh ruling party 
braces for one-party election 


DHAKA (R) — Bangla- 
desh’s painstaking hum for 
a pre-election consensus 
between the government 
and opposition groups has 
made no headway as a 
deadline for entering the 
election race doses in just 
three days, officials said 
Sunday. 

“We have come near to 
nothing,” said an opposition 
leaden “We all know that 
time is running out but still 
we are flogging a dead 
horse,” he told Reuters. 

He was referring to con- 
tinuing efforts by local and 
foreign mediators to ham- 
mer out an agreement 
between the ruling 
Bangladesh Nationalist 
Party (BNP) and the three 
main opposition parties. 

The opposition groups are 
pushing for the resignation 
of Prime Minister Begum 
Khaleda Zia, which they 
say will pave the way for 
their participation in the 
Feb. 15 parliamentary polls. 

‘Tf others foil to board the 
bus, I guess we will ride 
alone,” Tariqul Islam, a 
BNP leader, said Saturday. 

The Election Commission 
said it was preparing to 
stage the polls regardless. 

Mediation efforts, includ- 
ing an attempt to break the 
deadlock by 

Commonwealth special 

envoy Sir Ninian Stephen, 
failed to bring Mrs. Khaleda 
and opposition leader 
Sheikh Hasina to the negoti- 
ating table. Now the job has 
been taken over by U-S. 
Ambassador David Merrill. 


The opposition parties 
accuse Mis. Khaleda's gov- 
ernment of rigging a 1994 
by-election and of corrup- 
tion — charges she denies 
— and say no election 
under her will be fair. She 
has also rejected demands 
that she resign and transfer 
power to a neutral caretaker 
administration. 

The latest BNP offer 
involved making the coun- 
try’s figurehead President 
Abdur Rahman Biswas the 
chief executive and empow- 
er him to appoint a council 
of advisers to hold the elec- 
tions. The opposition par- 
ties rejected the offer, say- 
ing the president was not 
neutral. 

Ml Biswas dissolved par- 
liament on Nov. 24, and the 
Election Commission has 
since twice postponed the 
election — hoping for a 
compromise to ensure 
opposition participation — 
to Feb. 15. 

Commission officials said 
they could not defer the poll 
beyond Feb. 21 because of 
constitutional binefings. 

Western and Asian diplo- 
mats are in a dilemma over 
the crisis. 

“We can neither endorse a 
one-party election nor can 
we persuade the opposition 
to put its fears behind and 
contest the poll,” one Asian 
diplomat said 

Another - diplomat 
described the opposition 
parties as “escapists" 
because they were not sure 
of a victory in the 1996 
election. 


Opposition parties have 
staged a rash of strikes and 
transport shutdowns since 
they resigned from parlia- 
ment two years ago, and 
have planned another strike 
Wednesday. 

Meanwhile the wife of 
jailed framer Bangladesh 
President Hossain 

Mohammad Ershad said her 
opposition Jatiya Party 
might join elections due in 
February if her husband was 
released. 

T don’t see any problem 
in participating in the gener- 
al election if our party 
chairman, former President 

H.M. Ershad, is released,” 
Roushan Ershad told 
Reuters in an interview 
Saturday. 

Her remarks came amid 
reports that >he was negoti- 
ating his freedom in 
exchange for a promise to 
join the poll, which other 
opposition parties have 
threatened to boycott. 

Tf foe decision by the 
government for the uncon- 
ditional release of the for- 
mer president... is conveyed 
to the Jatiya Party, the JP 
presidium will sit and 
decide (over the next 
move),” the former first 
lady said. 

Jatiya has been a longtime 
ally of Awami League, led 
by Sheikh Hasina, and the 
fundamentalist Jamaat-E- 
lslami demanding the resig- 
nation of Prime Minister 
Khaleda as a guarantee for 
free elections. 


praises 
Thatcher; 
says she is 
locked in 
the past 

LONDON (R) — Oppo- 
sition Labour leader Tony 
Blair Sunday praised Mar- 
garet Thatcher for making 
a “big and gutsy” speech 
about the future of Britain’s 
beleaguered government 
: bpt saicLshe was locked in 

jhepasL ‘ 

- Mr. JBIair, opinion poll 
favourite to be tbe next 
prime minister when a gen- 
eral election is called with- 
in 16 months, said he 
would boost education and 
help the jobless in the 
“stakeholder economy” he 
plans in power. 

“The conservatives are in 
a state of disintegration ” 
Mr. Blair said of Prime 
Minister John Major’s 
Conservative government 
which has a wafer-thin 
majority and is bedevilled 
by internal divisions. 

The splits in the ruling 
party were accentuated last 
week when Lady Thatcher, 
ousted in 1990 in a Conser- 
vative Party coup, urged 
Mr. Major to return to her 
right-wing agenda of tbe 
1980’s. 

But Mr. Major bluntly 
rejected Lady Thatcher’s 
appeal and repudiated her 
claim that the Conserva- 
tives were betraying the 
core middle-class support- 
ers that have kept them in 
power since 1979. 

The moderniser Blair, 
eager to woo those same 
voters and assure them 
“new Labour” is not a tax- 
raising party, said of Lady 
Thatcher's clarion call: “As 
you would expect from her, 
it was a big and gutsy 
speech.” 

But he said: “The real 
criticism is that she cannot 
see that tbe era of what the 
Tories (Conservatives) 
were doing in fee eighties- 
now needs to move on. 
Creating a successful 
future is not about rerun- 
ning those arguments.” 

Mr. Blair has been ac- 
cused by Conservatives of 
Trite sound-bite politics” 
with his call for a stake- 
holder economy. Critics 
accuse tbe Labour leader of 
pushing secondhand so- 
cialist principles wrapped 
in conservative ribbons. 

Firebrand coalminers* 
trade union leader Arthur 
Scargill has become so dis- 
illusioned with Labour 
under Mr. Blair that on 
Saturday be set up his own 
breakaway political party. 

Mr. Blair reviewed the 
defection of the miners* 
leader with equanimity and 
said Ml ScargUl’s belief in 
“old-style state control” 
socialism did not match bis 



A Washington D.C. resident searches for her car as she walks along a line of snow- - DOt 
covered vehicles. The nation’s capital got some relief as President Mil Clinton anfho- ^ ^ 
reed federal emergency assistance to the city in the wake of one of the worst winter ^ 
storms of the century (Renter photo) ^ g 

U.S. east coast welcomes thaw, sffi 

, tore s 

as trash heaps mount in capital tti 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — After a week of 
heavy snowfall, east coast residents fight- 
ing back with shovels and salt were aided 
by sunny skies and above-freezing temper- 
atures that quickly turned city streets to 
slush. 

Because of record snowfall from the 
“blizzard of *96,” which first struck on Jan. 
6, President Bill Clinton declared Saturday 
that “major disasters exist” in six states: 
Kentucky, New Jersey, North Carolina, 
Pennsylvania, and West Virginia. 

That makes them eligible to receive fed- 
eral aid to supplement state and local recov- 
ery efforts. 

Throughout the region, curbside piles of 
garbage sat amid spreading paddles, some 
fra a sixth consecutive day, as local officials 
scrambled to make up for missed trash 
pickups cancelled by a week of heavy 
snows. 

. Cash-strapped Washington, D.C. — heav- 
ily in debt from years of mismanagement 
and a fleeing tax base — appeared worst- 
equipped to mobilise plows and sanitation 
workers as snowdrifts grew progressively 
higher. 

“In the District (of Columbia), we are on 
top of this snow,” Washington Mayor 
Marion Barry told reporters Saturday.. 
“We’re going to have every street passable 
... by Monday at the latest” 

City officials expected to get 50 plows 
from the Federal National Park Service 
Sunday, bringing to about 150 the total 
number of plows cleaning die streets of the 
capital. 

But in a glaring reminder of tbe city’s fis- 
cal crisis, another 50 snow plows owned by 
the U.S. capital sat idle because the city was 
too broke to buy needed spare parts. 

One small consolation to dty hall, how- 
ever, came in the form of whopping $100 
parking tickets — 2,500 issued by midweek 
to cars parked on streets designated as snow 
emergency routes, with the tally still rising 
Saturday. 

Commuters noted a stark contrast 
between outlying Maryland and Virginia, 
where many sides tree ts were repeatedly 


cleared and salted, and Washington, where 
less than half of the dty was ever plowed 
and even some major thoroughfares were 
buried under a half-metre of snow at week’s 
end. 

The more affluent suburbs planned to 
launch a major trash-collection effort 
Monday. Washington officials, meanwhile, 
said D.C. sanitation workers would not 
resume picking up garbage until Tuesday 
— at the earliest. 

Many of the dty’s garbage collectors 
were pressed into service chiving snow- 
plows which are too large to pass through 
the bade alleys that wind thorough many 
older neighbourhoods and house large trash 
dumpsters. 

But if garbage piles grew while snow- 
drifts melted, sunshine and warm tempera- 
tures still came as a welcome relief after a 
week of bitter cold and heavy precipitation 
that cost 80 lives and billions of dollars of 
losses up and down the east coast 

Traffic accidents and heart attacks 
prompted by heavy snow-shovelling caused 
most fatalities. Tbe death toll from federal 
and state sources was incomplete, but pre- 
liminary estimates placed the number in tbe 
80s. 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania got 81 cen- 
timetres (32 inches) in a single week, with 
cities up and down the eastern’ seaboard - 
recording similar amounts. 

Parts of Wiest Virginia got up to 102 cen- 
timetres (40 inches) over the week, said 
Bob Oravec, spokesman for the National 
Centres for Environmental Prediction, 

While tbe states looked to Washington for 
aid, the U.S. government itself was closed 
for four days, opening only Thursday. 
Federal offices were to reopen Tuesday 
after the U.S. budget impasse caused a 
record 21-day partial government shut- 
down. Monday is a national holiday. 

Businesses, already reeling from sluggish 
holiday sales, were expected to be socked 
with billions of dollars in losses while 
insured property damage was expected to 
top $1 billion . 


Indonesia sees ‘no early 
end’ to hostage search 


JAKARTA (R) — Indone- 
sia’s military Sunday 
revised down to nine tbe 
number of kidnap victims 
freed by rebels in remote 
Irian Jaya but sees no early 
end to the search for 
European hostages. 

Sources close to the 
search for 15 remaining 
captives, including seven 
Europeans, said authorities 
were not expecting any 
quick developments in the 
remote and nigged jungle 
where tribespeople who are 
still emerging from the 
stone age. 

The British embassy in 
Jakarta Sunday confirmed 
three Scotland Yard detec- 
tives had travelled to remote 
Irian Jaya in connection 
with the kidnapping case. 

Brigadier-General 
Suwamo Adiwijoyo said 
Sunday there were no new 
developments and the 
search, supervised by two 
senior generals, including 
special forces chief 
Brigadier-General Prabowo 
Subianto, was continuing. 

Gen. Suwarno told 
Reuters authorities had cor- 
rected the number of people 
freed Friday. A group of 24 
researchers and villagers 
had been kidnapped 
Monday by rebels from 
Mapunduma village, about 
300 kilometres from the 
Papua New Guinea border. 

The military has said 
rebels from the lightiy- 
anned Free Papua 
Movement (OPM) were 
responsible for the kidnap- 
ping- 

“The first information we 


had said all 11 residents of 
Mapunduma village had 
been released, but later two 
others were unaccounted 
for,” he said from borne in 
Bandung, West Java. 

“There were still 15 (kid- 
nap victims),” he added. 

The Kompas newspaper 
said Sunday the released 
villagers were found by sol- 
diers tied up in a village 
3,000 metres above sea 
level after, their captors had 
fled. 

Military officials said 
Saturday they were found at 
Jiji. 40 kilometres east of 

Mapunduma. 

The re maining kidnap vic- 
tims are scientific 
researchers and villagers 
living in the Lorentz Nature 
Reserve, about 4,000 kilo- 
metres east of Jakarta, 
which some environmental 
groups want to be granted a 
world heritage listing. 

The captives include four 
Britons, all graduates of 
Cambridge University — 
Daniel Start, William Oates, 
Annette Van Der Kolk and 
Anna Mclvor — and two 
World Wide Fund for 
Nature (WWF) members 
German Frank Momberg 
and Mark Van Der Wal from 
tbe Netherlands. 

Martha Klein, a 
Dutchwoman working with 
UNESCO (U.N. Educa- 
tional, Scientific and Cul- 
tural Organisation) in Ja- 
karta, was also taken while 
visiting the village. 

Indonesian researchers 
from the Jakarta Biological 
Sciences Club, 

Cenderawasih University in 


Irian Jaya, Academy of 
Sciences (LIPI) and a con- 
servation official as well as 
village church leaders are 
also among those still miss- 
ing. 

“The essential tiling is to 
negotiate them out slowly 
with no resort to military 
methods,” Graham Burton, 
Britain’s ambasador to 
Indonesia, told Renters in 
Jakarta Saturday. 

British embassy 

spokesman John Virgoe 
Sunday confirmed reports 
that three Scotland Yard 
detectives were in Jayapura, 
the Irian capital, but he 
could not say what role they 
had. 

“I can confirm that is the 
case. 1 can’t discuss opera- 
tional details.” he told 
Reuters. 

The British mission 
already has its defence 
attache Colonel Ivar 
Hellberg in Womens, the 
nearest town to the kidnap- 
ping site in tbe scenic 
Baliem Valley, and another 
official in Jayapura. 
Jakarta-based Dutch and 
German diplomats are also 
in Irian. 

The OPM has since 1963 
been seeking independence 
for Irian Jaya province, an 
area larger than California 
but with one-thirtieth of the 
population. It was previous- 
ly a Dutch colony. 

The OPM’s overseas rep- 
resentatives said the kid- 
nappings were planned to 
highlight the rebel cause, 
but they did not know the 
kidnappers ’ ransom de- 
mands. 


Topless Diana film 
on offer 

LONDON (R)— A British 
tabloid said Sunday that 
video film of Princess 
Diana sunbathing topless 
was being offered for sale 
to television stations. The 
People newspaper sad the 
two-minute film showed 
Princess Diana beside a 
swimming-pool in a white 
bathing costume rolled 
down to bra waist. The 
video is thought to have 
been shot in the West 
Indies, it said. The 
estranged wife of heir-to- 
the-throoe Prince Diaries 
went for a post-Christmas 
break on the Caribbean 
island of Barbuda. One 
televirion executive quoted 
by the People said Princess 
Diana “looked terrific. She 
is not flaunting herself and 
is obviously unaware that 
the peeping tom is at work 
but she does show off a 
pretty stunning figure”. 
“Diana comes into the pic- 
ture slipping the costume 
back over ter shoulders,” 
he is quoted as saying. 


Tennis ace denies 
affair with duchess 

MELBOURNE (R) — The 
coach of Austrian tennis 
ace Thomas Master 
Sunday dismissed talk that 
the world number three and 
Britain’s Duchess of York 
were romantically linked. 
Ronald Leitgeb, speaking 
on tbe eve Of the Australian 
Open at Melbourne’s 
Flinders Park, denied a 
front-page Australian 
newspaper report that the 
duchess pursued his pro- 
tege across the country last 
week after meeting Muster 
at an event in Qatar. The 
Sunday Telegraph said 
Sunday that fee duchess, 
who is separated from her 
husband Prince Andrew, 
shared a flight with Muster 
from fee Middle East to 
Australia, where she visit- 
ed her pregnant sister, Jane 
Ludecke, in Sydney last 
Tuesday. But the duchess 
flew on to'MeUxnnhe to 
see Muster and stayed, at 
his hotel fra a night, the 
newspaper reported in an 
unsourced report headlined 
Feigie’s New Love Match. 
Asked if Muster was 
romantically linked with 
the duchess, Leitgeb said: 
“I think tiie most romantic 
thing for Thomas right now 
is the Australian Open and 
the chance to be number 
one ” Leitgeb confirmed 
that Muster had met the 
duchess in Qatar, shared 
some beers with her — 
“not champagne as tbe 
newspapers said” — and 
coincidentally was on the 
same flight to Sydney. "By 
chance she was on the 
same plane to visit hex sis- 
ter in Sydney and that’s it,” 
Leitgeb said. “She’s a very 
nice lady and she likes ten- 
nis a lot and that's it” 
Muster was concerned at 
the publicity on the eve of 
this year’s first Grand Slam 
tournament, one of the 
most important events fra 
rankings, and wanted to 
“keep the attention low”, 
Leitgeb said. “He really 
wants to concentrate on the 
tournament,” he said 

Court blocks U.S. 
buffalo hunt 

SANTA FE,NJ4. (R) — A 
judge has blocked a contro- 
versial buffalo hunt 
planned on a U.S. military 
base this weekend follow- 
ing protests by local 
American Indians and ani- 
mal rights activists. Judge 
Martha Vasquez issued a 
10-day injunction halting 
the hunt and will bold a 
hearing later this month to 
consider claims tbe U.S. 
army should have conduct- 
ed an environmental 
impact study before allow- 
ing the hunt Nine hunters 
had been selected by lot- 
tery to kill nine' bolls in tbe 
state’s official herd of 60 
buffalos. The bison graze at 
Fort Wingate, a 10,000- 
acre (4,050-hectare) instal- 
lation near (he city of 
Gallup in western New 
Mexico. The last public 
buffalo hunt in New 
Mexico was held in 1884. 
By the turn of die century 
500 buffalo were left 
About 100,000 bison now 
live in North America. 




World News 



Hostages held by rebel Chechen separatists in the village of Pervomayskaya rest The Chechen fighters bolding 
more than 100 hostages opened fresh talks with officials from the Russian region of Dagestan, but there was no sign 
' of an end to the chilly stand-off (Reuter photo) 


North Korean diplomat’s wife 
expected to take refuge in Seoul 


SEOUL (AFP) — Zambia is likely to send 
the wife of a North Korean diplomat to 
Sooth Korea, despite strong protests by the 
North Korean mission there that her defec- 
tion was a kidnapping, reports said Sunday. 

“She could anive in Seoul soon after she 
gets clearance from the Zambian govern- 
ment," an unnamed Foreign Ministry offi- 
cial in Seoul told Yonhap News Agency. 

Choi Soo-Bong, wife of a North Korean 
third secretary who sought asylum, in the 
South Korean embassy in Lusaka last week, 
has been handed over to the Zambian 
authorities until a decision is made, appar- 
ently to ensure her safety. 

The O.N. High Commissoner for 
Refugees has been asked to intervene and 
confirm her desire to go to Seoul after alle- 
gations by North Korea that she had been 
kidnapped, officials said 

Ms. Choi, 36, could be the daughter-in- 
law of Hyon-Chol-Kyu, a senior North 
Korean Communist Party official in charge 
of South Hamkyong province, Yonhap said. 

“The exact identities (of Choi and her 
husband) cannot be made -public at this 
stage for security reasons,” an official told 
Yonhap. 

• The Foreign Ministry' held an urgent 
meeting Sunday over ihe case, a ministry 
official told AFP, declining to comment fur- 
ther. f“; 

Ms. Choi’s husband, identified as Hyong 


Song-D, might be in cnstody in his embassy 
compound, sparking speculation thai the 
couple had conspired to defect to Seoul, 
South Korean newspapers said 

South Korean officials said Ms. Choi had 
cited ideological disillusionment and other 
political reasons in asking for asylum. 

But China's official Xinhua News Agency 
quoted a North Korean diplomat as saying 
that she had been forced to defect 

“They are holding her ami have forced her 
to say she has defected," Councillor Cho 
Yong-Man was quoted as saying. 

The councillor described the case as “very 
serious and contrary to international and 
Zambian laws," demanding Ms. Choi be 
allowed to meet and talk with her husband," 
Xinhua said. 

The North’s strong action was a proof of 
growing jitters in Pyongyang over a series 
of defections by government officials to 
South Korea, the Chosun Dbo newspaper 
. said 

A North Korean diplomat in Zaire defect- 
ed to South Korea in 1991, followed by 
dozens of North Korean students, officials 
and workers overseas in the past four years. 

North Korea maintains a strong embassy 
in Zambia, although its. presence there has 
been shaded by growing economic ties 
between South Korea and the African 
nation since their diplomatic normalisation 
in 1990. 



South Korean journalists record the departure of the Chinese ship Yanlong FV, head- 
ing for Communist North Korea and bearing the first shipload of equipment for use 
in the construction of light water nuclear reactors in the port of Pusan (Reuter photo) 

Seoul nuclear gear shipped to N. Korea 


PUSAN, South Korea <R) — The first 
shipload of equipment for use in construc- 
tion of two light-water nuclear reactors in 
North Korea left the South Korean port of 
Pusan Sunday. 

The equipment is part of a $4.5 billion 
deal signed in Geneva in 1994 between 
Pyongyang and an international consortium 
onder which North Korea agreed to scrap its 
graphite reactors capable of making bomb- 
grade equipment 

At the time, the deal was seen as a break- 
through in neutralising Pyongyang’s sus- 
pected nuclear weapons programme. 

But since then Pyongyang has been jan- 
gling nerves by showing off its convention- 
al military prowess with large-scale 
manoeuvres near the border with the South 
involving warplanes and troops of the 
world’s Fifth largest army. 

And the consortium of South Korea. 
Japan and the United States is reported to be 
running into funding problems amid debate 
over what role the European Union (EU) 
should play. 

Large drilling machines, a mud pump and 
other equipment needed for a geological 
survey were loaded into containers on board 
a Chinese-flagged ship, Yanlong IV. 

The 1,042-ionne vessel was expected to 
arrive in a North Korean port, identified by 
the Yonhap News Agency as Rajin, around 
Jan. 16. 

The machinery would be transported to 
Shinpo on the northeastern coast of North 
Korea, the site chosen for the two power 
plants that will be largely South Korean 
built, designed and financed. 


A 20-member geological survey team 
from the Korean Peninsula Energy 
Development Organisation (KEDO) — the 
formal name of the consortium that is over- 
seeing the project — left Seoul Sunday for 
Shinpo. 

It will travel via Beijing and is expected to 
arrive on Jan. 17. 

The delegation of 18 South Koreans, an 
American and a Japanese would conduct 
geological and seismic surveys for a month 
in the Shinpo area. 

Meanwhile. KEDO officials were meet- 
ing in Seoul to discuss financial arrange- 
ments. U.S. Deputy Assistant Secretary of 
State Thomas Hubbard arrived in Seoul 
Saturday for meetings with his South 
Korean and Japanese counterparts. 

The Korea Times reported Sunday that the 
U.S. had difficulties meeting its obligations 
under ihe Geneva accord to supply North 
Korea with heavy oil to ease its energy 
shortage before the light water reactors are 
built. 

It quoted unnamed Seoul officials as say- 
ing Washington had not officially asked 
South Korea for help, but any request was 
likely to be resisted since Seoul is bearing 
the lion’s share of costs for the reactors. 

Tne question of what role the EU should 
play in the consortium is closely linked to 
the sum of money it is ready to offer, 
according to European officials. 

The EU is keen to play a more active 
political role in North Asia to match its eco- 
nomic interests. Seoul officials are uneasy 
at the EU joining the consortium’s three- 
member executive committee. 


S. Korea’s 
Chun 

blamed for 
Kwangju 
massacre 

SEOUL (R) — After 
charging former President 
Chun Doo Hwan with 
mutiny and corruption. 
South Korean prosecutors 
are pinning die blame on 
him for the most traumatic 
event in the country’s 
recent past the 1980 
Kwangju massacre. 

Mr. Chun is widely 
believed to have ordered an 
army assault on the city 
that rose up in revolt 
against a military junta he 
led. Media reports Sunday 
said state prosecutors are 
now officially saying he 
issued the order. 

Ttosy quoted an unnamed 
prosecutor as saying that 
the order ‘ to "despatch 
Special Warfare Command 
troops to crush the rebel- 
lion came from Mr. Chun 
in collaboration with for- 
mer President Rob Tae- 
Woo, who at that time was 
capital garrison comman- 
der, and then Special 
Warfare Unit commander, 
Chung Ho- Yon g. 

Mr. Chun had master- 
minded a coup in 1979 that 
propelled him and Mr. Roh 
to office. Around 200 pro- 
democracy activists were 
killed by official count 
when paratroopers trained 
for combat with North 
Korea stormed the city 
armed with rifles and bayo- 
nets. Residents say more 
than a thousand may have 
died. 

In late December prose- 
cutors visited Kwangju to 
try to piece together the 
sequence of bloody events. 
They are preparing to exca- 
vate several sites believed 
to bold unmarked graves of 
young demonstrators. 

Mr. Chun was indicted on 
Dec. 21 for mutiny and Mr. 
Roh was charged at the 
same time with abetting 
him. Separately, Mr. Chun 
was charged last Friday 
with taking 215.95 billion 
won ($273.35 million) in 
bribes from business lead- 
ers while in office from 
1980-88. 

Mr. Roh is on trial along 
with heads of seven busi- 
ness conglomerates 

accused of giving him 284 
billion won ($359 million) 
in kickbacks during his 
1988-93 term. 

Both face execution if 
convicted, although it is 
widely believed they will 
escape with long jail terms. 

Backing their allegations 
against Mr. Chun, prosecu- 
tors have secured testimo- 
ny from former senior mil- 
itary leaders, including 
martial law Commander 
Lee Hut-Sung, the media 
repons say. General Lee 
was quoted telling prosecu- 
rors that military comman- 
ders in the regular com- 
mand chain received 
almost no reports on mili- 
tary operations in 
Kwangju, which was under 
the control of the Defence 
Security Command. 
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Chechen gunmen defy 
Russian hostage deadline 


OUTSIDE PERVOMAIS- 
KOYE, Russia (R) — Che- 
chen gunmen defied a 
Russian ultimatum to free 
dozens of hostages Sunday 
and hopes of averting a 
bloody showdown to the 
five-day-old crisis were fad- 
ing fast 

The State Security Service 
extended a 10 a.m. (0700 
GMT) deadline to try to 
avert bloodshed after the 
guerrillas failed to free at 
least 70 captives they are 
holding in the snowy south- 
ern Russian village of 
Pervomaiskoye. 

An Interior Ministry offi- 
cial told Reuters the new 
deadline was for 1 p.m. 
(1000 GMT), but that also 
passed without any sign of a 
breakthrough. 

Interior Minister Anatoly 
Kulikov and Federal 
Security Service Director 
Mikhail Barsukov, allies of 
President Boris Yeltsin, 
arrived in Makhachkala, 
capita] of Dagestan, to take 
charge of the operation near 
the region’s border with 
Chechenya. 

“This decision arose from 
a request by Dagestan’s 
leadership...and a wish to 
keep possible casualties to a 
minimum when the 
hostages are freed,” ITAR- 
TASS news agency quoted 
operational headquarters as 
saying. 

Reporters restricted to 
about three kilometres from 
Pervomaiskoye saw no 
hostages released. But they 
also saw no immediate sign 
of Rpssia using force to end 
the crisis and said its ring of 
armour around the village 
had been loosened. 

Rebel leader Salman 
Raduyev rejected the dead- 
line and said he would fight 
to the end, Interfax News 
Agency said, quoting talks 
by radio with Dagestan 
leaders. “Salman 

Raduyev.. .is prepared to 
fightto the finish^it said. 

Several buses a of .troops. 


armoured vehicles and 
armoured personnel carriers 
pulled back as far as 
Sovietskoye, a village about 
three kilometres from 
Pervomaiskoye. 

But helicopters clattered 
regularly overhead and 
Russian Officials indicated 
they were ready to pounce if 
the gunmen carried out 
threats to start shooting 
hostages if their demands 
for safe passage to their 
homeland were not met. 

Two helicopters landed 
near the village before 
noon, sending a pall of 
smoke into the air. Officials 
said this could have been 
caused deliberately by a 
smokescreen. 

Mr. Barsukov said 
Saturday that if die rebels 
released their hostages and 
gave up their weapons they 
would be allowed to return 
to their mountainous north 
Caucasus homeland, which 
is waging a war of indepen- 
dence against Moscow. 

He did not say what action 
troops would take if 
Commander Raduyev 
ignored the ultimatum. 

“Every minute and hour 
counts now,” TASS quoted 
Mr. Barsukov as saying 
Saturday. “We are doing 
everything possible to free 
the hostages by peaceful 
means. If they harm so 
much as a single hostage 
they wall not escape punish- 
ment.” 

- Mr. Barsukov said Mr. 
Yeltsin, for whom the 
hostages’ deaths would be a 
disaster in the . run-up to 
June’s presidential election, 
bad the situation “under his 
complete control and is 
showing the highest con- 
cern” 

Mr. Yeltsin has said he 
wifi do all be can to save the 
hostages. He cannot afford 
to give in to the gunmen in 
the second incidence of 
hostage-taking outside 
Chechenya ; in seven 
months. 



A relative of one of the hostages, taken by a group of 
Chechen fighters, prays in the snow in front of a 
Russian military check-point near the village of 
Pervomayskaya (Reuter photo) 


That would leave him 
exposed to criticism when 
the Russian parliament’s 
lower house begins a new 
session Tuesday. 

The rebels want Moscow 
politicians, foreign journal- 
ists and aid workers to trav- 
el with them to Chechenya 
as a safety guarantee and 
want talks with top Russian 
officials. They have been 
holding the hostages in 
houses in the village. 

They arrived in the 
Dagestani town of Kizlyar 
Tuesday, herded about 
.2,000 people into a hospital 
killing more than 20; but 
left for Chechenya the next 
day with some of the 
hostages. They .were 


stopped just short of the 
border at Pervomaiskoye. 

A crowd gathered at 
Kizlyar’s local government 
offices Sunday to protest 
that talks to free the 
hostages were taking so 
long, TASS said. “You can 
feel alarm in the air,” it said. 

People in Dagestan have 
been terrified by uncon- 
firmed reports that rebel 
Chechen reinforcements are 
gathering along the border 
with Chechnya. 

Mr. Yeltsin ordered troops 
into Chechenya in 
December 1994 to crash the 
region's independence 
drive. The crisis has helped 
shift the balance of political 
forces in ^ussja. 


Socialist tipped to win Portugal presidential race 


LISBON (AFP) — Portuguese voters Sunday began choos- 
ing a successor to outgoing veteran President Mario Soares, 
with fellow Socialist Jorge Sampaio tipped to beat his cen- 
tre-right rival Anibal Cavaco Silva. 

Election Commission officials played down confusion 
over the ballot paper for the vote, which featured the names 
of two left-wing candidates who had pulled out of the race 
to clear the way for Mr. Sampaio. 

Communist Jeronimo De Sousa and far-left candidate 
Alberto Matos withdrew from the race last week but their 
names remained on the election’s single ballot paper, spark- 
ing worried telephone calls to the commission from many 
polling station officials when polls opened at 8:00 am. 
(0700 GMT). 

A win for Mr. Sampaio, a lawyer and former mayor of the 
capital Lisbon, would maintain political domination by the 
Socialists, who ousted Mr. Cavaco Silva’s Social- 
Democratic Party (PSD) government last October. 

Opinion polls put Mr. Sampaio ahead, although Ins lead 
dropped during the campaign from 14 points to four. Mr. 
Cavaco Silva, 57 this year, like his rival, however failed to 
win the backing of Portugal’s third-largest party, the right- 
wing Nationalist Popular Party of Antonio Monteiro, which 
refused to advise its followers which way to vote. 

But the ex-prime minister was supported by Mr. Soares’ 
predecessor as president. General Ramalho Eanes, who 
governed for ten years from 1976. 

Meanwhile bad weather disrupted Sunday’s ballot in a 
number of areas while environmental and other protests led 
to boycotts of the poll in eight small districts. 

In central western district of Cezaredas locals prevented 
the polling station from opening to protest the designation 
of their commune as an ecological area, which placed a ban 
on new building permits. 

In Vilar De Besteiros, in the north, a gang attacked the 
polling station chairman, stealing electoral lists, ballot 


papers and the ballot box in a protest over a local open-air 
sewage treatment plant 

In the southern district of Reguengo Do Alviela, voters 
were ferried to the polling station in rubber dinghies after 
the river 

Tage burst its banks after a week of torrential rain which 
have lashed Portugal. 

Forecasters predicted improved weather later in the day, 
which observers said would encourage Portugal’s 8.7 mil- 
lion electors to vote. 

The towering figure of Mn Mario Soares heavily over- 
shadowed both would-be successors. His charismatic per- 
sonality has dominated Portuguese politics both at home 
and abroad since the end of right-wing dictatorship and the 
restoration of democracy in Portugal in 1974. 

Mr. Soares, popularly known as “the king,” could not 
stand again after serving two consecutive terms as president 
and now plans to retire from politics. He is to quit the pres- 
idential Belem Palace on March 8. 

During a lively, Aroerican-style campaign played out in 
the media, Mr. Sampaio, whose slogan is “one for all, all for 
Portugal,” kept stressing that he wants to unite the 
Portuguese people. 

Surrounded by an impressive entourage of politicians, 
intellectuals and businessmen of varied shades of opinion, 
he hammered away constantly at the theme of tolerance. 

Mr. Cavaco Silva, three times prime minister, meanwhile 
tried to raise the temperature by warning that Sir. Sampaio 
would form a left-wing front if he gets into power because 
he allegedly has to pay off the Communists for their sup- 
port. 

Mr. Sampaio has benefited from the honeymoon the new 
Socialist government has been enjoying with the voters, 
and Mr. Cavaco Silva’s decision to wait until October 
before throwing himself into the presidential contest. 


Burma shrugs off U.S. demand to extradite Khun Sa 


BANGKOK (R) — A 
Burmese official and close 
aides to opium kingpin 
Khun Sa Sunday shrugged 
off United States demands 
that Burma extradite the 
drug lord to the U.S. where 
he is wanted on heroin traf- 
ficking charges. 

A senior Burmese official 
insisted that the ruling State 
Law and Order Restoration 
Council (SLORC) would 
not hand over Khun Sa, who 
was indicted by a U.S. court 
in December 1989 on vari- 
ous charges of drugs traf- 
ficking. Khun Sa denies the 
charges. 

“Thai all ihe Americans 
do, they talk and talk. But if 
they are serious why didn’t 
they assist us in the first 
p!ace...These people never 
appreciate what we axe 
doing. 

“They always say non- 
sense about the SLORC and 
now they want this guy 
back so let them talk. When 


they get tired they will 
stop ” one Burmese official 
told Reuters in reference to 
a U.S. demand to extradite 
Khun Sa. 

“We will deal with the guy 
by ourselves. We are not 
going to send him to the 
United States.” 

Winston Lord, U.S. assis- 
tant secretary of stale for 
East Asian And Pacific 
affairs, Saturday urged 
Burmese authorities to hand 
the drug lord over to the 
United States to face trial. 

Khun Sa officially surren- 
dered along with his Mong 
Tai Army (MTA) to the 
Burmese government at a 
ceremony at his jungle 
headquarters on Jan. 7 amid 
widespread speculation that 
he agreed to give up his 
guerrilla war in exchange 
for some form of amnesty. 

“We would urge the 
SLORC... to not only con- 
vict, or detain Khun Sa, but 
in .feet to extradite him to 


the U.S. ” Mr. Lord told a 
news conference in 
Bangkok. 

“If the SLORC has made 
a deal—this would be 
extremely serious...a defeat 
for the control of drugs in 
all our countries,” he said. 
“The entire international 
community would be dis- 
tressed if one of the world's 
leading drug traffickers... 
were to be let free," he said. 

The Burmese official 
shrugged off Mr. Lord's 
remarks. 

“Myanmar (Burma) is a 
sovereign country,” he said 
when asked why the 
SLORC would not cooper- 
ate with the U.S. and extra- 
dite Khun Sa. 

A close aide of Khun Sa’s 
said his boss was still living 
in his Ho Mong headquar- 
ters under heavy protection 
of Burmese troops. 

“Not sending him to face 
trial in United States is one 
crucial point among the 10- 


poini agreement,” an MTA 
officer told Reuters in a 
telephone interview. 

Anti-narcotics officials 
estimate Khun Sa was 
responsible for about half of 
Burma’s annual opium crop 
of more than 2,000 tonnes 
and U.S. officials say 
around 60 per cent of Ihe 
heroin on U.S. city streets 
comes from Burma. 

The MTA official said 
Khun Sa and about 8,000 of 
his civilians followers are 
being treated well by 
SLORC officials at the Ho 
Mong jungle town on the 
edge of Shan state, about 30 
kilometres from the Thai 
border. 

“The SLORC officials 
have issued Burmese identi- 
ty cards to the people who 
used to live under control of 
MTA. Everyone is legal 
now, so they can travel any- 
where in Burma," the offi- 
cer said. 
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Hard work ahead 

NO ONE can belittle the significance of the recent 
measures the government has taken to revitalise the 
economy. The legislative reform package that was 
endorsed by Parliament late last year came to con- 
solidate the positive image that the kingdom project- 
ed during the October middle east and north Africa 
economic summit. With a suitable legal environment 
and an abundance of opportunities for feasible 
investment, die country can expect many a foreign 
investor to come to explore the possibilities for doing 
business in Jordan. Is it time to harvest? Not quite. 
Much hard work remains to be done. 

Bureaucratic measures and red tape are still strong 
hurdles that could discourage people with money to 
commit in the market The processing of applications 
is still unnecessarily lengthy and cumbersome. The 
government has to address this problem- and imme- 
diately so- for the remedy would entail more than 
just the introduction of modern and smooth rules 
and regulations and it will be long before positive 
results start to appear. 

The government needs to work hard on c h a ng i n g 
the mentality and attitudes of its bureaucrats. It 
needs to educate them on the new laws of the land 
and on how to apply them. But more importantly, it 
needs to encourage them to develop new attitudes 
towards people who visit their offices to get their 
paperwork done. • 

It is no secret that complaints about the inefficacy 
of the bureaucracy abound. And it is no secret that 
.complaints are justified. But this inefficiency could 
be tolerated in the past because the role of the private 
sector was not so instrumental in the economy. Now 
the government is expecting, and urging, the private 
sector to take the lead in the economic development 
process. And it will, providing that the government 
and its employees facilitate, rather than complicate, 
its work. Assured of profit, political stability and 
legal protection, the only other guarantee that busi- 
nesses would want is an efficient, bureaucracy that is 
willing to cooperate with them and facilitate their 
work. Having worked hard to ensure all. the other 
requirements of the private sector, the government 
should start reforming its own organs through 
launching educational and training programmes 
that would render its employees capable of dealing 
with the spirit of the new times. 

1C PRESS COMMENTARIES 

A COLUMNIST in A1 Ra’i daily discussed the coming 
'Palestinian elections, criticising Israel’s attitude towards 
the polls and calling for an end of its interference in 
Palestinian affairs. Several countries have already sent or 
will send observers to monitor the elections, but they had' 
to secure Israel's approval first before sending the obser- 
vers although the elections are not taking place on Israeli 
soil, said Mahmoud Rimawi. We had assumed that the 
Palestinian elections came about as a fruit of the peace 
process and that the Palestinians will vote in a free and fair 
atmosphere, said the writer. Although the Palestinians 
welcome the presence of observers, they do not wish to see 
Israel controlling the process of accepting what countries 
they choose to allowinto the Palestinian lands, be said. The 
whole peace process and the elections will become 
meaningless unless the Palestinians enjoy the right to vote 
freely, without Israeli influences or interference, said the 
writer, who demanded that the monitoring of the coming 
elections next week be left to the international community 
at large and, if necessary to the United Nations. 

A WRITER in A1 Dnstonr came up with an analysis for the 
failure of the political parties weeklies, which have foiled to 
attract readers. Mohammad Daoud said that not only the 
financial resources are important in the press but also are 
the professional skills, which most of these weeklies lack. It 
is well known that the the backbone of any publication, 
whether weekly or daily, is advertisements, and it should 
be noted also that advertisers prefer daily rather than 
weekly newspapers whether the weeklies were affiliated to 
political parties or independent. Said the writer, the 
advertisements normally constitute 75 per cent of the 
revenues of a newspaper and the political weeklies lack 
such a resource, continued the writer. In addition, he said, 
the political parties have failed to employt professional 
journalists to issue their publications, and preferred to 
employ party members or party supporters for the job, thus 
making their weeklies look like political party leaflets. He 
said before issuing any publication, the political parties * 
ought to conduct a real survey and a feasibility study that 
should take into consideration the necessary elements for a 
successful publication. 


New Germany ready to flex its muscles 


The settlement of 
the conflict in the 
Balkans has signal- 
led Bonn’s reem- 
ergence as an ac- 
tive player on the 
world stage, writes 
Louis Delattre 


THE SCENE took place in 
Dayton, Ohio, in Novem- 
ber 1995. In a corridor of 
the Hope Hotel, the Ser- 
bian president, Slobodan 
Milosevic, bumped into 
Wolfgang Ischinger, a 
senior official in the Ger- 
man foreign ministry and 
Bonn’s chief negotiator in 
the Contact Group on die 
former Yugoslavia. The- 
ban dshake that ensued was 
the first for four years be- 
tween a Serb leader and an 
official representative of- 
Germany. 

Mr. Milosevic told Mr. 
Ischinger: “Richard Hol- 
brooke is the most impor- 
tant person in Dayton. But 
die second most important 
is you.” Who could ever 
have imagined that Bel- 
grade would one day pay a 
tribute of that kind to 
Bonn? 

The story shows that five 
years after reunification 
Germany has once a gain 
become a leading player on 
the international stage. 
Never had it participated in 
world affairs as actively it 
did in 1995. 

The decision by die Ger- 
man government to send 
4,000 .troops of the Bundes- 
wehr to join NATO's Im- 
plementation Force (I-For), 
in the former Yugoslavia 1 
may not have been the key 
event in the process of res- 
toring peace in the Balkans. 
But it was felt by German 
public opinion to mark an 
historic turning point. 

The psychological impor- 
tance of that decision has 
probably been underesti- 
mated outside Germany. 
This was the first time since. 
1945 that Bonn had chosen 


to participate fully in a 
military intervention 
beyond NATO frontiers — 
even though die mission of 
the German troops, who 
are based in Croatia and 
not Bosnia, is mainly of a 
logistical nature. 

As a result of that deci- 
sion, as well as the political 
consensus that led up to it, 
the Germans at last feel in a 
portion to fulfil the respon- 
sibilities incumbent upon 
them in the new world con- 
text. Only a few weeks ago. 
it would have been unthink- 
able for Germany to agree 
to send troops to a region 
like the former Yugoslavia, 
where thhe crimes of the 
Wehrmacht are still fresh in 
people's minds. That policy 
of non-intervention, long 
advocated by Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl himself, was 
scrapped for good in 1995. 

As Josef Joffe of the Sud- 
deutsefae Zeitung puts it: 
“Bonn is no longer Berne.” 
In other words, the che- 
quebook diplomacy that 
allowed Germany to take 
part, from a distance, in the 
Golf war can no longer 
serve as a substitute for 
foreign policy on the part of 
a sovereign Germany. 

Even though a majority 
of Germans continue to cite 
Switzerland or Sweden as 
the country of their dreams, 
the nation's governing elite 
has pot Germany on a diffe- 
rent course, which is more 
consistent with the actual 
importance of the world's 
' third-largest economic pow- 
er. 

The year 1995. then, will 
be seen as a watershed. 
The 50th anniversary of the 
end of the World War II 
coincided with a mounting 
sense among Germans of a 
“return to normality.” In 
countries where memories 
of die Nazi past are still 
painfully vivid, such as 
Israel, the Netherlands and 
Poland, Kohl was wel- 
comed as a special ally in 
1995 and hailed as “the 
strong man of Europe.” At 
Jerusalem's Hebrew Uni- 
versity, a chair of European 
studies was even named af- 



ter him following his visit to 
Israel last June. 

“Normality means know- 
ing your own history and- 
facing up to it,” says par- 
liamentary deputy Karl 
Lamer*, of the Christian 
Democratic Union. Ger- 
many plainly feels moved to 
cast a more dispassionate 
eye on its past. In the view 
of one leading government 
figure, “We’re getting clos- 
er to the day when Ger- 
many will be able to talk 
about Hitler the way the 
French talk about Napo- 
leon.” That shift in public 
opinion has naturally given 
the government greater 
room for manoeuvre in de- 
ciding on its foreign policy. 

A new and more political 
dimension has been added 
to the traditional ingre- 
dients of German economic 


power, as symbolised by the 
Deutschmark. Germany 
now accepts the consequ- 
ences of its new-found pow- 
er and die responsibilities 
inherent in it. 

It is true that a certain 
degree of restraint remains 
one of the major planks of 
German foreign policy. No 
German leader, for exam- 
ple, would dream of declar- 
ing that be hoped his coun- 
try would “show the way” 
to the rest of the world, as 
Jacques Chirac did on May 
7, 1995, in his first speech as 
French president. 

But German leaders are 
showing increasingly fre- 
quent signs of suffering 
from what a French diplo- 
mat has described. As 
“power flushes”. It is hard 
to tell whether they display 


Hong Kong in 1996: The year 
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to face the ‘Tryst withfttestiny 


By Philip Bowring 

■HONG KONG -- Despite 
all ftie official opt im ism ab- 
out a smooth transition that 
attended this week's meet- 
ing in Beijing between the 
British and Chinese foreign 
ministers, 1996 promises to 
be a torrid year for Hong 
Kong. 

The overhyped achieve- 
ments of the Malcolm 
Riflrind-Qian Qichen talks, 
provide only brief diversion 
from the fact that 1996, the 
last foil year onder British 
sovereignty, will be one 
when many will have to 
look 1997 straight in the 
eye. It will be a year of 
decision for Beijing on how 
it intends to treat the terri- 
tory after it gains control. 
Its attitudes will in turn 
shape the decisions of tens 
of thousands of Hong Kong 
residents who have so far 
adopted a wait-and-see atti- 
tude to the city-state's 
“tryst with destiny.” 

Influencing individual de- 
cisions, too, will be the 
state of the local economy. 
Prospects are for another 
year of at best modest 
growth. An overvalued cur- 
rency, the deflationary 
aftermath of the asset price 
bubble that peaked in early 
1994, slower growth in Chi- 
na trade and consumer cau- 
tion in advance of 1997 are 
all a drag. The mam stimu- 
lus is from spending on 
massive infrastructure pro- 
jects related to the new 
airport, which will peak in 
1996 at $5 billion. 

At the heart of the matter 
of the future is a paradox. 
Hong Kong has been prom- 
ised a “high degree of 
autonomy.” Yet the terri- 
tory comes directly under 
the sway of central govern- 
ment organs, particularly 
the state council. 

Will these organs be cap- 
able of self-denial and 
adopt a hands-off policy to- 
wards Hong Kong’s domes- 
tic arrangements? The 
omens are not good. 

Beijing has taken to 
attacking all manner of 
things in Hong Kong, rang- 
ing from its Bill of Rights to 
welfare payments. But Lar- 
ry Yung, the bead of the 
Beijing-controlled China 
Intentional Trust & In- 
vestment Coip. and the son 
of a former Chinese vice 
president, Rong Yiren, 
warned recently that un- 


warranted meddling could 
“HI” Hong Kong. 

Mr. Yung’s candor was 
refreshing. It contrasts with 
statements of those local 
business leaden and knight- 
ed recipients of colonial 
honours who have been an- 
xious to prove their ‘^pat- 
riotism” by telling Beijing 
what it wants to hear, 
rather than what Hong 
Kong's people feel in their 
hearts. It is not too late for 
Beijing to learn not to boss 
Hong Kong around — but 
it's almost too late. 
Whether it is prepared to 
learn will depend on the 
uncertain evolution of poKt- 
buro politics. Current ceo- 
trahring and nationalist ten- 
dencies in Beijing will not 
help Hong Kong. 

The Wei Jingsheng jail- 
ing, attacks on “unpatrio- 
tic’ local media, summary 
mass executions in Shen- 
zhen — all add to local 
concerns about the future. 

The barometers that 
Hong Kong’s people wlD be 
particularly watching in 
1996 are: 

■ Beijing’s approach to 
constitutional arrange- 
ments. 

It has recently appointed 
the 150-member Prepara- 
tory Committee, which is 
supposed to guide the tran- 
sition. Although billed as 
“pro-business” because it 
includes a large number of 
tycoons, it has excluded all 
members of Hong Kong’s 
most popular political 
group, the Democratic Par- 
ty, which is dismissed as 
“unpatriotic” or even “sub- 
ersive.” Interest in the 
rubber-stamp committee 
will focus on whether it sets 
np a shadow legislature that 
poses a direct challenge to 
existing institutions and sets 
out its own policy and leg- 
islative agenda. Beijing has 
vowed to replace the cur- 
rent elected Legislative 
Council with a more conve- 
nient body consistent with 
either Leninist or neo- 
Confurian authoritarian- 
ism. Local democrats are 
unlikely to give up without 
a fight. 

■ The nomination, ex- 
pected by midyear, of the 
first chief executive of the 
SAR government. 

No one expects the chief 
executive to be as indepen- 
dent of Beijing as colonial 
governors have been of 
London, but the name will 


be an important indicator of 
Beijing’s thinking. Several 
of the names on the infor- 
mal short list that has been 
making the rounds in Hong 
Kong have been competing 
to ingratiate themselves 
with Beijing. By rights, this 
ought to rule them out of 
contention. Hong Kong 
might be better off with a 
tough old Communist oper- 
ator than an honest but 
weak 7 kneed local dignitary 
or opportunistic business fi- 
gure. But with Deng Xiaop- 
ing on his deathbed, the 
chances of Beijing’s choos- 
ing a strong personality are 
few. ft will want a figure 
who appears respectable 
but does what be is tokL 

■ Determination by 
Beijing of the futur e rights 
of foreign passport holders. 

This affects in different 
ways almost the whole up- 
per 20 per cent income 
echelon of Hong Kong. The 
main issue is whether Hong 
Kong Chinese holding — as 
at least 600,000 do — 
citizenship or residence 
rights elsewhere will be able 
to retain those rights with- 
out forfeiting some of then- 
rights in Hong Kong. A 
related question is whether 
those who have migrated 
will be able to return after 
1997. In addition to Hong 
Kong- born people who 
have acquired foreign 
rights, there are large num- 
bers of ethnic Chinese from 
Southeast Asia who may 
find that “patriotism” is a 
two-edged word. The fu- 
ture status of non-Chinese 
residents, of whatever 
nationality, is still ambi- 
guous, and Hong Kong’s 
major trading partners — 
including Britain — are 
being awkward by foiling, 
so for, to promise visa-free 
entry to future SAR pass- 
port holders. Although Mr. 
Rifkind promised progress 
on this issue, Britain’s influ- 
ence over other countries 

— which are fearful of 
floods of Chinese migrants 

— is limited. 

a 

These passport and 
nationality questions are 
pivotal for Hong Kong 
Chinese, whose concerns 
are first and foremost for 
their families. But for Beij- 
ing, passports and 
citizenship are matters of 
national pride. Rich Hong 
Kong's evident reluctance 
to rejoin the motherland is 


understandable bat incites 
retribution. Meanwhile, 
there is an inexhaustible 
supply of mainlanders eager 
to quintuple their salaries 
by filling the shoes of the 

emigrf s to Q»naria 

■ Attempts (sometimes 
abetted by interest e d local 
parties) by Beijing to influ- 
ence economic policies and 
business franchises in Hong 
Kong. 

While debate on policy 
within Hong Kong on issues 
such as taxation mid spend- 
ing priorities is natural, it 
should be no c o ncer n of 
Beijing’s. So for, attempts 
to interfere may be attribut- 
able to paranoia about Brit- 
ish intentions or, as with the 
airport and container ter- 
minal, have been used by 
Beijing as political lever- 
age. Such interventions 
may wither as 1997 neais. 
However, every interfer- 
ence raises issues of future 
financial autonomy. 

Will Hong Kong really 
have control over its fiscal 
reserves? Or will they be 
put to “patriotic” use to 
fund the Three Gorges 
Dam? Will the Hong Kong 
currency remain pegged to 
the U.S. dollar, or will it, 
before the decade is over, 
■become a convertible ver- 
sion of China’s yuan? Ironi- 
cally, the stability of the 
yuan, China’s acquisition of 
$70 bfliion in foreign cur- 
rency reserves, and the shift 
of Hong Kong industry to 
the mainland have com- 
bined to reduce the relative 
importance of the dollar- 
pegged Hong Kong curren- 
cy and indeed of Hong 
Kong as a generator at fore- 
ign exchange for China. 

All these issues bofl-down 
to one: how to preserve 
Hong Kong’s autonomy. 
That is not a theoretical 
issue. It is the only way 
Hong Kong can preserve 
institutions, social mores, 
income levels and asset 
values so at variance with 
the mother country. Even 
now, after a decade of De- 
ngist growth in southern 
China — and taking 
account of recent price falls 
in Hong Kong — property 
values across the border in 
Shenzhen are only a fifth of 
those m Hong Kong. 


International Herald Tri- 
bune. 


such symptoms because 
they are politically naive or 
because they are simply too 
big for their boots. When, 
at the end of October, Mr. 
Kohl declined an invitation 
to attend the United Na- 
tions’ 50th anniversary 
celebrations, even though 
foe leaders of 150 other 
countries throughout the 
world were due to make die 
journey to New York, one 
could not help thinking that 
Germany was now deter- 
mined to be treated with 
especial consideration. 
That impression was rein- 
forced when Mr. Kohl ex- 
plained that be did not feel 
he could content Ms-mT 
with “speaking for five mi- 
nutes” after such a long 
journey. 

ft is tempting to suppose 
that Germany has “great 
power” pretensions. But 
things are not as ample as 
that. It is true that Bonn 
calls the time when it comes 
to defining the terms of the 
transition to the thud stage 
of European economic and 
monetary union, and. that 
German leaders tend in- 
creasingly often to lecture 
their partners, induefing the 
United States, on the need 
for budgetary discipline. 

It is equally true that the 
Germans now stick up for 
their own interests more 
staunchly than they used to 
in the past, notably when it 
is a case of tipping the 
balance of EU financial aid 
in favour of central and 
eastern Europe. But the 
word Fuhnmgsnation (lead- 
ing nation) remains taboo 
in Germany. It is never 
used except in rightwing in- 
tellectual circles. “We don't 
want to become a bigger 
fish than the rest,” says a 
highly pinned foreign minis- 


try official (note the use of 
an aquatic metaphor redo- 
lent of harmony and si- 
lence, not power and con- 
frontation). 

There can be no doubt 
that Germans were flat- 
tered to be offered “part- 
nership in leadership* by 
President Bush in May 
1989, and again fay Presi- 


dent Chn ton in July 1994. 
•But they discovered in 
1995 that their special rela- 
tionship with the U.S. (fid 
not rule out fundamental, if 
minor, differences of 
approach and even, on 
occasion, latent tensions. 

. There were several 
strong indications in 1995, 
above all with tire Dayton 
conference, that the U.S. 
was sometimes more con- 
cerned to protect its own 
interests than those of 
Europe. As a result, the 
German leadership is con- 
vinced that a strengthening 
of European integration is 
now more urgent man ever, 
as was demonstrated by its 
derision to opt for a Euro- 
pean military observation 
satellite in dose collabora- 
tion with France. 

German public opinion is 
not yet ready to accept the 
idea of German hegemony. 
What is more, Germany’s 
past, combined with the 
likelihood that its popula- 
tion will dwindle, prevents 
it from playing a role like 
that of the U.S. anywhere 
in tiie world. This is sup- 
ported by the fact that in 
central and eastern Europe 
English is more popular as a 
language than German. 

Germany, winch likes to 
define itself as a “post- 
national power”, prefers to 
leave others to push 
through proposals that are 
dose to its heart. As Mr. 
Lameis said recently: “We 
most lead the way without 
the others noticing." There 
could be no neater way of 
expressing the notion that 
what is good for Germany is 
good for Europe. 

To be sure, 1995 was also 
marked by serious doubts in 
Germany about the future 
of European integration. 
But in the last account Mr. 
Kohl succeeded in achiev- 
ing through peaceful means 
what others before him, 
and as for as back as Bb-‘ 
marck, had tried to impose 
by military conquest: a zone 
of peace and ’p rosperity all 
round Germany’s borders. 

■ " ■ ■ % 

Le Monde. 


Iraq: any chancedf change? 

i 1'- 

To the Editor: bii - 

THE JORDAN Times certainly deserves to be com- 
mended for its coverage of the news related to Iraq, 
particularly within the past few weeks. The coverage has 
been credible, trustworthy, unbiased and based upon 
.various sources when it cones to reporting cert a i n events. 

Yet one cannot but wonder about the present situation 
involving Iraq, now in its sixth year of complete political 
isolation and economic embargo im pnied by the Security 
Council of tile United Nations as a result erf the ifl-fated 
invasion by Iraq of its neighbouring Kuwait. 

One feet for .sure, it is the Iraqi people who are paying 
the price and not their leaders who seem to be more 
consolidated in power and wealth than ever. After so main 
years, the Iraqi leadership, in order to solve what ft 
described as deteriorating economy and skyrocketing 
inflation, decided to increase the cost of services and 
utilities and to sell more and more of g overnment's 
property. Obviously, the cream of these safes will go to the 
ruling inner rirde and dose allies as it happened in 1987 
and 1988, when scores of factories, farms and other 
est abli s hm ents were sold at a fraction of tbc market price to 
certain people. 

The Iraqi president ordered to stop {Hinting money of 
which he bad already printed and dutnbnted trillions of 
(finals. The value of the dinar is now a mere fraction of its 
official value. By simple calculation; multiplying the official 
rate of ex c ha ng e 3.2 dollars to the dinar by the present 
market value of the dollar (around 3000 Iraqi dinars), the 
result is 9600 which means that the value of toe Iraqi tfinar 
is 1/9600 of its real value i.e. around 0.01 per cent of its 
official value. 

On tile political front, tbc Iraqi regime is no less 
persistent than before in following its brutal policies. After 
the farce of the so-caDcd referendum that confirmed the 
president for yet another seven years with no less than 
99.96 per cent of the vote. The official records showed that 
only about 3000 Iraqis voted “no.” Those were labelled as 
t raitors by Iraqi Vice-President Izzat A1 Doori. The regime 
is intending to stage another two theatrical plays wi thin t he 
next few months; ope for a so-called National Council and 
the other for municipalities, both of which will inte ntionally 
exdude the Kurdish areas, which could only be interpreted 
as yet another measure to consolidate the division within 
the country that the regime daims to defe nd. 

With an those events going on inside Iraq, the numerous 
Iraqi opposition groups are divided. The different factions 
“®ve becom e unworthy of representing the Iraqi people as 
they continue quarrelling among themselves for personal 

f® 880 ® conflict (rf-alfiance with major and re gional 
powers? 

ftfethe vast spent majority of toe Iraqi people inside the 
OTimtiy as well as those living in exile who most think of 
thrir responsibilities towards their homeland and people 
Mdc^om for action to change. Everyone in his own way, 
nKfivktaaDy and effectively. 7 

The calls by the countries of the region to save tiw 
infegnty and mntyoflraq and its people should be genome 

^ C0OT ^* nat K® among the 

"■nous countries, specially Jordan, Syria, Egypt and Wi 
Arabmto stop farther suffering of thelram people ' 

*5: is* ***** as wen as tiaTmS 
S^°£to? I,JOnty of me Iraqi intellectuals, profession- 

H awm Audeh, 


The Jordan Tones welcomes letters and contributions from 
its- readers on any subject they wish to tackle. Letters 
mtexW for publication, however, should contain the 
writers mil name and preferably address as weJL Names 
ante withheld only upon request and under special 
amrmstances. Letters are subject to editing. The newspap. 
er b opt resoonsible for rtv tZhZ* Lj JzZr 






Features 


JORDAN TIMES, MONDAY, JANUARY 15, 1996 


S. Africa’s Afrikaners 
try to take on Mandela 


NATO passes key tests in Bosnia — for now 


By Anton Ferreira 
..;**• Renter 

t? -JOHANNESBURG — 
Theo De Jager calls himself 
a good Afrikaner, so when 
;; njprt-wing radicals tried to 
born South Africa's new 
C '.democratic flag he leapt in 
> to save it 

. After a short tug-of-war 

- punctuated by the grants of 
» dozen burly, close- 

; - cropped Afrikaners, the 
'"-t-Oag was P°^ to safety. 

The scuffle at the 
"...veekend was an inauspi- 
; “■ \ nous start for a new cam- 
paign to promote the in- 
. •* ^tercsts of the ethnic group 
that created apartheid in 
' 1948 but tost political powtT 
in South Africa’s first aU- 
" . race elections in April 1994. 

\ It took place at a rally in 
" '-' Pretoria atten d ed by about 
-.1,000 people to launch the 

- .foundation for equality be- 

fore the law, known by its 
'.Afrikaans acronym SGR, 

: '. representing Afrikaners 
who say they are fed up 
: zi 2 with the way they are being 

- - ; seated by President Nelson 

Mandela’s government of 
. .. national unity. 

•’ Speeches at the rally 
. irere notable for their mild 
rhetoric, compared with the 
threats of all-oat war issued 
‘."'t>y right-wing, pro- 
!; apartheid whites in the run- 
,. ' : up to the 1994 elections. 
Those threats came to 

- tittle, apart from a brief 
. --'series of car bombs at the 
7 rime of the poll, and most 
' -yt today’s Afrikaners talk 

rf nothing more radical 

- than the possibility of 

- (trikes and demonstrations. 

, “We can’t shy away from 
industrial action and mass 

- protests any longer,” said 
me speaker, educationalist 
Piet Van Der Merwe, who 
tnggested the Afrikaner 

- , leant a lesson from the re- 

xat strikes in France that 
...forced changes in govem- 
. juent policy. 

But he added: “I know 

fs not in the character of 

he Afrikaner to mafcr him - 
tetf guilty of this kind of 
j^izJehavioiir.” 

The moderate line was 
seboed by others. 

*T want to tell Mr. Man- 

i Ida with the necessary re- 


Merwe, a retired commis- 
sioner of police. 

**W e want to play a con- 
structive role and we accept 
cha nge , but we want to pot 
it very plainly, we will not 
allow onr rights to be tram- 
pled or our people to be 
hijacked.” 

But the likelihood of the 
SRG succeeding is under- 
mined by the failure of 
Afrikaners, descendants of 
17th century Dutch, French 
and German settlers, to 
bridge the differences be- 
tween themselves. 

Most of the Afrikaner 
right- wing’s radical leaders 
have been silent since the 
elections and they stayed 
away from the SRG ratty. 

Bnt Willie Lewies, a 
firebrand from the white 
Transvaal agricultural un- 
ion, said in a speech com- 
plaining at Mr. Mandela’s 
plans to redistribute form 
land from whites to blacks 
that the right still dung to 
its ideal' of a sovereign 
Afrikaner state. 

“We did not go wiQingty 
into the present system,” he 
said. “And you will not 
succeed in your aims with- 
out the participation of tire 
Afrikaner veterans who 
have stayed away from here 
today.” 

Mr. De Jager, opening 
the rally after the fight over 
the new South African flag, 
said the SRG would 
accommodate symbols from 
across the foil political speo- 
tram. 

“There are many people 
who respect this flag,” he 
said to leers from some in 
the audience. “People who 
are good Afrikaners, and I 
am one of them.” 

Mr. De Jager, chairman 
of the SRG, hosted Mr. 
Mandela later at a meeting 
of another Afrikaner 
group, the Ruiterwagj 
(mounted guard). 

In a speech to the Rmter- 
wag Mr. Mandela took a 
hardline against the SRG, 
saying among other things 
that its criticism of a “t ru th 
commission'* into 
apartheid-era abases left “a 
bitter taste in the month.” 

The SRG says the com- 
missiop, due to start work 


By Nicholas Doughty 

Reuter 

SARAJEVO — After 
almost a month in Bosnia, 
the NATO-led peace force 
can cfaim that it has suc- 
cessfully kept the lid on the 
Balkan cauldron — at least 
tot the time being. 

NATO has managed to 
fend off the immediate 
threat of a major Serb ex- 
odus from Sarajevo without 
making concessions. 

Under pressure from the 
United States and the Euro- 
pean Union (EU), tensions 
between Croats and Mus- 
lims in the divided city of 
•Mostar have eased. 

U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton kM talks with Croatian 
President Franjo Tudjman 


on Saturday to fry to bolster 
the shaky Mnslim-Croat 
federation which is vital to 


North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) 
pressure has led to the re- 
lease of 16 civilians taken 
prisoner by the Serbs, 
although the Bosnian gov- 
ernment says five more are 
still being held. 

Alliance officials say 
plans to poll die mi l itar y 
forces of toe Serbs and the 
Mnslim-Croat federation 
back behind zones of 
separation are on schedule 
for completion later this 
week. 

Although a woman was 
killed in a surprise rocket 
attack on a tram in Sarajevo 
last week and two people 
have died in Mostar, 


NATO says its presence has 
brought relative calm to 
Bosnia after more than 
three years of war. 

“There has been a tangi- 
ble turnaround from war 
towards a real effort to 
achieve peace,” NATO 
spokesman Brigadier 
Andrew Cumming told re- 
porters on Saturday. 

One of the great concerns 
of NATO commanders was 
that early casualties among 
the troops could destroy 
support for the operation, 
particularly in toe United 
States. 

So far, those fears have 
proven unfounded, with 
just a few soldiers wounded 
by gunfire or mines. More 
man half of the total force 
now is deployed, with about 
36,000 troops in Bo snia 


Bosnia trip shows 
promise and pitfalls 
for Clinton 


r- i jcia wild me necessary re- uiukuuu, uue lu shut wont 
Of CH^pect that people invohwf^'toisyear under Archbishop 
3 tins effort are not fools Desmond Tutu, pronfises to 
too long for the past,” said be a witch-hunt: against 
Jeneral Johan Van Der Afrikaners. 


By Gene Gibbons 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON Even 
by the warp-speed gaadnds 
of jet-age presidential 
travel. Bill Clinton's 
weekend trip to visit U.S. 
troops in Bosnia was un- 
usual. He swept through 
four countries in just 18 
hours, melding military 
pomp, diplomacy and elec- 
tion year politics. 

At every stop along toe 
way, Mr. Clinton praised 
the American men and 
women involved in the 
dangerous job of helping 
police a fragile peace in the 
Balkans after 43 months of 
barbaric civil war. 

“I know you’ve been 
trained to fight wars and to 
win them. Yon are the best 
in the world at that,” he 
told whooping tankers of 
the first armoured division 
prepar in g to convoy into 
Bosnia from a staging point 
in southeast Hungary near 
the Sava River. 

“This mission is diffe- 
rent,” Mr. Clinton said. 
“We have asked you not -to 


fight a war, but to give an 
people exhausted by war 
the strength to make and 
stay at peace.” 

Mr. Clinton, who also 
made stops in Croatia and 
Italy during, his trip, re- 
marked incessantly that the 
NATO-led peace mission 
reflected how far the world 
has come since the nuclear 
terror-filled days of the old 
cold war between the West 
and the Soviet empire. 

Rusting h ulks of aban- 


doned Russian-built MiG 
iet fighters littered the land- 
scape at an old communists 
Warsaw Pact air base in 
Hungary that has been 
turned into a vast supply 
hob for U.S. operations in 
Bosnia. 

Russian soldiers from a 
brigade that will serve 
alongside American troops 
in northeast Bosnia were m 
the ranks of a military hon- 
our guard that welcomed 
Mr. Clinton to the muddy 
headquarters camp of 
“Task Force Eagle” near 
the- ' war-scarred Bosnian 
tity-ef Tuzia. 

“FVom the ashes of war in 


Bosnia, yon and they 
together are raising toe 
torch of a new, undivided 
Europe. Step by steady 
step, yon are making his- 
tory here in Bosnia,* Mr. 
Qin ton assured U.S. troops 
during a fog-delayed, 
abbreviated visit to Tuzia 
air base. 

Throughout toe Euro- 
pean part of the trip, Mr. 
Clinton travelled aboard a 
mammoth, highly advanced 
C-17 military cargo jet. 
Leaving Bosnia, be even 
experienced an “assault 
takeoff” that saw the plane 
leap into toe air in 60 
seconds 'using only 1,800 
feet of runway. 

It all made for great tele- 
vision pictures likely to be 
seen again and again in Mr. 
Clinton’s reelection cam- 
paign, and stole headlines 
from Saturday night’s Re- 
publican presidential candi- 
date debate in Iowa. 

It will also be mined far 
talking points in his state of 
the onion speech on Janu- 
ary 23, which will effective- 
ly launch Mr. Clinton’s bid 
for a second four-year term 


•• y Pirouz Mojtahed 

urprised” was perhaps an 
derstatement when obser- 
. „ rs received news of a meet- 
. -• g between “experts" from 
m and the United Arab 
~ .nirates in Doha, Qatar in 
jvember. Considering the 
„ -aip differences between 
e two sides on the issue. 

' r AE claims of sovereignty 
*er the islands of Greater 
’’ id Lesser Tunb and Abu 
• “ usa, it was intriguing why 
ey decided to meet and 
~ scuss the issue without 
~ edifying their radically dif- 
Vring positions. 

: The official explanation 
as that Qatari officials had 

- *' editated between them for 
- veral months and con- 
’ need them to meet and 

(gotiare their differences. 
. " 'hat transpired was that the 
■ ataris succeeded in bringing 
e two sides together with- 
it endeavouring to broker 

- iy common ground for 
: - igotiatkms. Each side clung 

'» its own uncompromising 
nation: the negotiation was 
_ terefore a non-starter. 


The United Arab Emirates 
has over toe past three years 
been hard at work politicising 
and internationalising the 
issue of its claims of own- 
ership of toe three islands, 
arguing that they belonged to 
toe emirates of Sharjah and 
Ras AJ Khaimah prior to the 
formation of the UAE, and 
that the Iranians “occupied" 
them by force in 1971 when 
the Emirates were .weak. 
While maintaining a relative- 
ly low profile, Iran adhere to 
its official position that 
“these islands have always 
belonged to Iran; toe British 
took them in 1903 and gave 
them to toe Emirates but 
returned them to Iran in 
1971. These islands are under 
Iranian sovereignty and if 
others do not accept this real- 
ity, that is their problem.” 
The 1971 developments in- 
volved a Memorandum of 
Understanding signed by Iran 
and Sharjah nnder the au- 
spices of the British Foreign 
Office, whereby the two sides 
agreed not to accept each 
other’s claim of full 
sovereignty over the whole of 
Abu Musa island, but to ex- 


ercise shared jurisdiction on 
the basis of a north-south 
divide. This was the outcome 
of about a year of Angjo- 
Iranian negotiations. The 
memorandum was im- 
plemented, on Nov. 30, 1971 
when Iranian military units 
landed on the two Tunb is- 
lands. located on the Iranian 
ride of the Gulf. The move 
was not objected to by the 
British who were still in 
charge of the Emirates’ ter- 
ritorial defence and foreign 
relations. An Arab complaint 
to the UN Security Council in 
December 1971 failed to cast 
doubt on toe legitimacy of 
these developments. 

After the Gulf crisis, the 
UAE broke a silence of 21 
years and announced claims 
of ownership over all three 
islands after Iranian author- 
ities prevented some 100 peo- 
ple of various Arab nationali- 
ties from entering. Abu Musa 
in April and September 1992 
Furthermore, the UAE 
brought its claims to the 
attention of toe Arabs and 
toe world at large with node- 
able success; toe Gulf Coop- 
eration Council (GCQ has 


issued many statements sop- 
porting the UAE’s claims; 
the Arab League has done 
the same and UAE officials 
have brought up the issue in 
their annual addresses to the 
UN assembly. 

The president of the UAE 
threatened in 1992 to take the 
case to international tribun- 
als. These threats have been 
repeated several times, and it 
was shortly before the Doha 
meeting that UAE officials 
were blustering about want- 
ing to take Iran to the Inter- 
national Court of Justice at 
The Hague. News of the 
Doha meeting came amidst 
this hardening UAE stance, 
which caused much surprise. 
The meeting itself was 
doomed from the beginning 
because of toe apparent lack 
of any terms of reference for 
negotiation. 

For a long time the UAE 
was complaining that Iran did 
not want to negotiate. The 
Iranians, for their part, 
argued many times that they 
were prepared to negotiate 
on the “misunderstanding" 
between the two. Hence, the 
two countries differ even on 


what to negotiate about. The 
Iranians announced they 
were going to Doha to pre- 
pare toe grounds for high- 
level negotiations on the 
basis of the UAE president’s 
letter 'of 20 April 1992- to 
President Rafsanjanit' In it 
Sheikh Zayed informed Mr. 
Rafsanjam that there was 
some occurrence in Abu 
Musa island of shared Iran- 
UAE jurisdiction which 
could cause misunderstand- 
ing between the two rides, 
and that toe UAE minister of 
foreign affairs was being sent 
to Tehran to settle toe prob- 
lem. 

By invoking this letter, toe 
Iranians made it abundantly 
dear that they were going to 
Doha to talk about UAE 
misunderstanding of the 1992 
Abu Musa hidden ts, not to 
negotiate on the “ownership” 
of the three islands. It can 
only be assumed that the 
UAE went to Doha because 
they wanted to complete toe 
dossier of their efforts to 
settle the dispute by “peace- 
ful means." In other words, 
neither side meant to sit 
down and really negotiate in 


In its major show of 
strength in recent weeks, 
NATO has been keen to 
distance itself from toe 
lightly armed U.N. 
peacekeeping mission in 
Bosnia, which lost the trust 
of toe people. 

Hie IFOR commander, 
U.S. Admiral Leighton 
Smith, has spent modi time 
talking to regional political 
leaders who signed the 
peace deal last month, giv- 
ing them an uncompromis- 
ing message. 

“The message is that we 
want total commitment, 
that (political leaders) are 
responsible for each and 
every act carried out in 
violation of the peace 
agreement,” Adm. Cum-’. 

mi no said. 

Nevertheless, there are 


difficult times ahead for the 
alliance, which sees toe 
Bosnia operation — the 
biggest troop deployment in 
Europe since World War n 
— as a key test of its role in 
the post-cold war world. 

ft is still possible Serb 
leaders could order a mass 
exodus from Sarajevo be- 
fore Serb-held suburbs re- 
vert to government control. 
NATO would then have to 
deal with a flood of up to 
70,000 refugees and 
perhaps a “scorched earth” 
policy which would leave 
parts of the city in flames. 

At the begihning of 
February, Serb, Muslim 
and Croat authorities have 
to leave those areas of Bos- > 
nia which are to be handed 
over to toe other ride under 


the complex territorial 
trade-offs in the peace 
agreement reached in Day- 
ton, Ohio. 

TTien, just over two 
months from now, military 
forces from whichever side 
was given those areas in 
Dayton can move in — 
another sensitive deadline. 

The civilian reconstruc- 
tion programme for Bosnia, 
run by former Swedish Pre- 
mier Carl BOdt, has got off 
to a slow start and has many 
obstacles to overcome in 
rebuilding the country’s in- 
frastructure. 

Bnt the biggest question 
of all comes at toe end of 
the 1996, when toe NATO 
force (Hans to leave Bosnia. 
Without tile alliance, soil 
there be enough stability to 
prevent a return to war? 



as America’s leader. 

And the trip had the rush 
of being just a little bid 
risky. As author Graham 
Greene once observed of 
fact-finding visits to global 
flash points, there is no- 
thing like “that feeling of 
exhilaration that a measure 
of danger brings to a visitor 
with a return ticket.” 

- Bnt Mr. QiiXton’s whirl- 
wind tour of toe Balkan 
frontlines also served as a 


reminder that the tinderbox 
region could easily become 
the graveyard of his reelec- 
tion hopes. 

If the Bosnia peace 
agreement fails to hold and 
U.S. troops start coming 
home in body bags voters 
are likely to hold Mir. Clin- 
ton accountable on election 
day on November S. 

And toe military coop- 
eration between Washing- 
ton and Moscow that Mir. 


Cfinton celebrated may well 
depend on the outcome of 
Russia's presidential elec- 
tion in June. 

Many analysts believe 
toat the current coopera- 
tion in Bosnia could quickly 
turn to confrontation if the 
Russians fulfil die predic- 
tions of current polls and 
elect a new leader less 
friendly to . the United 
States. 


Iran and the UAE: meeting in the dark 


the first place. 

What has emerged from 
the Doha meeting, however, 
is a fine new line of diploma- 
tic differences; the UAE rep- 
resentatives unilaterally told 
news media cm Nov. 22 that 
the talks had collapsed be- 
cause of lack of cooperation 
from the Iranians in setting 
an agenda for high-level 
negotiations. While they 
spoke, Iranian representa- 
tives remained in toe nego- 
tiating room ready to con- 
.tinue talks with their UAE 
counterparts, tons demon- 
strating that they were willing 
to continue with negotia- . 
tions. The Iranian foreign 
ministry spokesman de- 
scribed, on the same day, the 
Doha talks as “positive.” 
This was undoubtedly to 
assert a new frontier of di- 
plomatic discrepancy be- 
tween Tehran and Abu Dha- 
bi. . 

The writer teaches at the 
School of Oriental and Afri- 
can Studies, London Uni- 
versity. The article is re- 
printed from Middle East In- 
ternational. 


Yemeni journalist! 
struggle to enjoy 
new freedom 


European police patrol mean streets of Mostar 


- By Nicholas Doughty 
Reuter 

rfOSTAR, Bosnia — On 

- he dangerous streets of 
dostar, one of toe world's 

■ oast unusual police forces 
' s at work. 

Imagine a city that is a 
nature of Berlin in the 
-old war and 1920s 
gangster-era Chicago, a 
dace rained and divided by 
, after conflicts, riven - by 
Wtred and mistrust. 

- Now imagine being a 

• »Hce officer in that city. 

’ : foil do not speak the local 

angnage, you do not know 
he streets — and you have 
powers of arrest. 

,For the multinational 
^ftopean police force sent 
o Mostar in southwestern 
fosnia in 1994, the situa- 
, »n is all too real. 

• Their job, part of a two- 
war European Union pro- 


ject to unite the Muslims 
and Croats who fought a 
bloody war over Mostar, is 
to build up a single local 
police force that will ensure 
law and order returns to the 
city’s streets. 

“It’s a very special unit,” 
said acting police commis- 
sioner Helmut Janiesch, a. 
German who heads the 
Western European Union 
(WEU) force of about 180 
officers from a dozen coun- 
tries. 

“You have to be able to 
tolerate a lot of frustration 
working here, because we 
have no executive powers. 
We cannot stop crime, we 
can only observe. Most of 
our officers are armed, but 
that’s only for self- 
defence.” 

Bringing together the 
Croat and Muslim police 
has been a difficult task. 


made almost impossible by 
events this month. 

Early on New Year’s day, 
Croat police shot dead a 
Muslim youth in his car, 
using armour-piercing bul- 
lets. Within a week, two 
Muslim police officers had 
been wounded with similar 
ammunition and a Croat 
officer killed on patrol. 

“We are due to leave in 
July, when our mandate 
runs out. Given what’s hap- 
pened now. it's hard to see 
how we can build a united 
police force,” said one 
European officer. “After 
all, these people still want 
to shoot at each other.” 

"The officers — from 
Austria. Britain, France. 
Finland. Germany, Greece. 

. Italy, Luxembourg, The 
Netherlands, Portugal, 
Spain and Sweden — made 
their headquarters at toe 


old courthouse. 

The building is on toe 
confrontation line dividing 
Muslim east Mostar from 
toe Croat west, amid build- 
ings that were almost totally 
destroyed during the 
heaviest fighting in 1993. 

Inside, it could be a 
police station in any crime- 
ridden city, the air filled 
with shouted commands, 
toe crackle of radios from 
toe operations room, ring- 
ing telephones. 

There are duty rotes 
posted on toe dirty white 
walls. Flak jackets are piled 
in one corner, cups of cof- 
fee and full ashtrays litter 
toe desks. 

Men — there are just 
four women officers on the 
force — stand chatting in 
doorways or gather in 
groups, waiting to go out on 
patrol or to attend a brief- 


A blond Swedish police- 
man accosts one of his Brit- 
ish colleagues. 

“Hey, can you get me 
one of those funny helmets • 
you wear in England?" he 
asks. His fellow officer 
promises him one. 

They patrol the poorly-lit 
streets 24 hours a day, espe- 
cially the confrontation line 
on revolution boulevard. 

The Croat half of toe city 
was barely damaged in toe 
fighting but there are few 
real jobs to be had. 

Organised crime — ex- 
tortion, prostitution, drugs 
— is rife. There is often 
unexplained shooting at 
night. 

“We know there is a 
mafia operating here," said 
Dutch Sergeant Marc 
Goossens. “Quite honestly, 

I don’t really care that 


much, as long as they are 
just killing each other.” 

One of the most frequent 
crimes, police say, is car 
theft. 

The European police 
force has had several of its 
white-painted vehicles 
stolen, some of them taken 
brazenly from the parking 
lot in front of the court- 
house. 

Relations with toe local 
police can be strained. The 
Croat commissioner ac- 
cused the European force 
of cowardice recently, 
drawing a sharp written re- 
sponse from Commissioner 
Janiesch. 

The Europeans, who 
come for six-monto or one- 
year tours of duty, wear 
their national uniforms but 
toe lingua franca is English. 
Off duty, they move around 
in pairs for security. 


By Maher Chmayteffi 

Agence France Presse 

SANAA — Yemeni jour- 
nalists hoping to enjoy new 
press freedoms are strug- 
gling to overcome fears 
lingering from a totalitarian 
past, occasional harassment 
and financial troubles. 

“The press is one hun- 
dred per cent free," In- 
formation Minister Abdul 
Rahman Al Afcwaa de- 
clared in an interview with 
AFP. ‘The law is the only 
limit and there is no jour- 
nalist in Yemeni prisons.” 

Bnt journalists here say 
that words are not enough 
to torn into reality favour- 
able news media laws 
adopted after the former 
North and South Yemen 
united in 1990 and a multi- 
party political system was 
formed. 

“Pluralism is recent. It 
goes back to 1990. There is 
still no real democratic 
tradition," the head of the 
jonrnalists onion, Abdul 
Bari Taher, said. 

Abdul Aziz Al Saqqaf, 
the managing editor of the 
Yemen limes, said “the 
not-too-distant totalitarian 
past causes journalists to 
avoid asking the govern- 
ment embarassing ques- 
tions even if they don’t nave 
to worry.” 

Self-censorship has per- 
sisted because of problems 
faced by many journalists 
working tor opposition or 
independent newspapers. 

Six journalists were 
arrested in 1995 for several 
hours Or days after they 
published artides critical erf 
the government while 
another reporter was 
beaten by unknown 
assailants, Mr. Taher said. 

The information minis- 
try, which usually says it has 
nothing to do with arrests 
carried out by provincial 
authorities, intervened to 
free the journalists, he 
added. 


Journalists face occasion- 
al discrimination such as 
being banned from certain 
press conferences, Mr. Saq- 
qaf said, adding he has been 
summoned several times by 
the authorities for his work. 

The news media also 
comes under financial 
pressure, which is especially 
risky for the Yemen Times 
because it is toe only pub- 
lication that is financially 
independent. 

This English-langnage 
weekly has successfully ba- 
lanced the deficit between 
the cost of production and 
circulation revenue through 
advertising income. 

It sells for 10 riyah (less 
than 10 cents) bnt costs 70 
riyals (50 cents) per copy, 
Mr. Saqqaf said. 

Advertising is strong be- 
cause the paper targets 
businessmen, embassies 
and foreigners who enjoy 
a higher standard of Kving 
than most people in Ye- 
men, one of the world’s 
poorest countries with a 
gross national product 
(GNP) of about $310 per 
person per year. 

Mr. Taher said the 
Yemeni press has also 
found it difficult to develop 
because Yemenis are so 
poor and most of them can- 
not read or write. 

Yemen’s three daily 
newspapers are linked to 
the government just to sur- 
vive financially, be said. 

Journalists in the 
government-run media are 
treated as civil servants and 
must receive government 
permission to cover events 
abroad or contact foreign 
diplomats in Yemen. 

Apart from the three' 
government-run dailies, 
three party-affiliated week- 
lies and the Yemen Times, 
"none of the 150 publica- 
tions approved by tne gov- 
ernment appears regularly 
and sometimes not at all.” 
Mr. Taher said. 
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Bahrain, Jordan to sign 
accord on linking stock 
exchanges within 3 months 


MANAMA (R) — Bahrain 
and Jordan have agreed to 
link their stock markets and 
will soon sign a dad to cross- 
list traded companies, an offi- 
cial said Sunday. 

A Bahrain Stock Exchange 
(BSE) official said the two 
countries were expected to 
sign an agreement within 
three months to complete the 
arrangement, the second of 
its kind for Bahrain bat its 
first outside the Gulf region. 

“Basically this will be' a 
cross-listing agreement. AD 
companies listed in Bahrain 
will be allowed to be traded 
in Amman, and vice versa,” 
the official, who declined to 
be named, told Renters. 

Bahrain is the Gulfs mam 

offchore banking and finan- 
cial centre. The emir. Sheikh 
Isa Bin Snhnan A1 Khalifa, 
said in a statement Saturday 
that the island state was 
working to develop and sup- 
port further banking and in- 
vestment. 

The BSE official said that 
Jordan and Bahrain were still 


discussing details and that the 
companies wishing to be 
cross-listed would have to 
apply for approval and meet 
a 500,000 dinars ($1.32 mil- 
lion) minimum capital re- 
quirement. 

“Our first such agreement 
was with Oman's Muscat 
Stock Exchange,” he said. 

Bahrain and Oman in 
March last year began cross- 
listing shares on each other's 
markets in the first such step 
in die Gulf, but Bahrain's 
agreement with Jordan will 
be the first of its kind with a 
country outside of the region. 

There are 37 companies on 
the Bahraini bourse with tot- 
al market capitalisation of 1.7 
billion dinars ($4.5 billion). 
Bahrain and Oman are mem- 
bers of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC), which also 
groups Saudi Arabia, United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), 
Kuwait and Qatar. 

The six states plan to fink 
their exchanges but this may 
. be some way off because the 
UAE and Qatar do not yet 


have official markets. 

The BSE official said 
Jordanian investors would 
have to abide by the ex- 
change's rules limiting fore- 
ign ownership to 24 per cent 
of capital in the case of all but 
five of the listed companies 
and banks on Bahrain’s 
bourse. 

GCC nationals can take up 
to 48 per cent, but at least 51 
per cent of any BSE-traded 
company’s share must be 
held by Bahrainis. 

There is no limit to foreign 
ownership in Investcorp, 
Arab Banking Corp., 
Bahrain International Bank, 
Taib Bank and Faisal Islamic 
Bank shares on the BSE, the 
official said. 

Bahrain has one of the 
Gulfs most open and active 
stock exchanges. BSE 'Direc- 
tor Fawzi Bebzad said in an 
interview with the daily. 
Akhbar A1 Khaleej Saturday 
that the BSE was also ready 
to fist international bonds to 
finance development projects 
in the Middle East. 


France cancels 
Moroccan 
debt of $ 80 . 8 m 

MARRAKESH (R) — 
French Economy and Fi- 
nance Minister Jean Arthnis 
saSJ Saturday that as part of a 
series of economic accords 
France would cancel 400 mil- 
lion francs ($80.8 million) . 
owed by Morocco. 

“In order to help tire man- 
agement of a debt contracted 
at high interest rates in the 
past and in an effort of real- 
ism, we have decided to can- 
cel 400 million francs In 
debts...,” Mr. Arthnis told a 
news conference in Mar- 
rakesh. 

He said Morocco would 
use the amount to invest in 
the remote Rif mountain re- 
gion, the main cannabis- 
growing area of Morocco. 
France has. already provided 
loans to help the Moroccan 
government improve condi- 
tions in the Rtf area in an 
effort to discourage the drags 
trade. 

Mr. Arthnis also said after 
a meeting with the Moroccan 
ministers of finance and tour- 
ism Chat Fiance, Morocco’s 
strongest European ally and 
main trading partner, wonld 
allocate 600 million francs to 
French investors wanting to 
do business in Morocco. 


THE Daily Crossword ^^2.^ 


, ACROSS 
>1 Oxford 
5 Plenty 
10 Kind of fiber 

14 Wagon 

15 Actress Leslie 

16 KSerwhale 

17 Guinness 

18 Eccentric 
20 Broadmind- 
edness 

22 Make amends 

23 Violent person 

24 Goddess of 
agriculture 

25 Actress Dahl 
28 Conscious 
SI Ananias 

32 Hebrew letter 

33 — Tse-tung 
36 Honest 

40 Furniture wood 

41 "—Godunov" 

42 Countertenor 

43 Started 

44 Pancake mixture 
46 Man the helm. 

49 Lessen 

51 Hawaiian porch 

52 Place for - 
keeping things 

56 “Fatal — * 

58 Bitterness of 
temper 

59— off (angry) 

60 By oneself 

61 Name in jazz 
singing 

62 Proves human 

63 Cash 

64 Two individuals 
regarded asa 
pair 


DOWN 

1 Begone, 
Garfield! 

2 AngeTs nimbus 

3 BasebaRer 

Hershtser 

4 And others 

5 Pointed 

6 Heavenly food 

7 Putting off until 
tomorro w 

8 FoSi knowledge 

9 One that 
performs: suff. 
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A8 righO reserved 


10 Baby's shoe 

11 Passion 

12 Quick bread 

13 April 15lh 
subject 

19 Computer buff 
21 Operated 

25 Moreover 

26 Singer Cootidge 

27 Carefree 
adventure 

29 WW1I force 

30 Commotion 

32 Finished, for 
short 

33 Brewer's grain 

34 Comte Johnson 

35 Smell 

37 Andent country 
38— and Magog 
39 Place to sleep 

13 Goatees 

14 Purple dinosaur 

15 Had dinner 

16 List of 
candidates 
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□moss 
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dqq □BBonaa 


47 Spud 

48 Go into 

50 Pat or Daniel 
52 French 
commune 


53 Greasy 

54 — podrida 

55 Alcoholic 
beverage 

57 Machine part 



The British Bank of the Middle East re- 
ceived a 29 inch color television from DHL 
Worldwide Express after earning many points 
with the DHL Express Club. 

Nasser Kbalifeh, the DHL Territory Manag- 
er, awarded the prize to the Chief Executive 
.. and the-.Serxice Manager of The British Bank 
■ v - : of the Middle East Mr. James Gibson Heft) 
and Mr. Hanna Ardaji (center). 

Hie British Bank of the Middle East offers 
high level services. The bank depends on DHL's 
prompt and efficient distribution of packages 
and important documents around the world. 

The bank's administration presented this 
color TV to the British Bank Employee Cub. 




Kuwait 

central 

bank chief 

wants 

spending 

cuts 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait’s 
central bank governor said in 
remarks published Sunday 
the government’s projected 
$4.4 billion budget deficit 
could be eradicated in five 
years by curbing state spend- 
ing. 

“We are calling for a fun- 
damental solution for the 
budget deficit,” A1 Watan 
newspaper quoted the gov- 
ernor, Sheikh Salem Abdul 
Aziz A1 Sabah, as saying. 

“A balanced budget, or 
even a surplus, cau be 
achieved in five years by ap- 
plying many available techni- 
ques, the most important of 
which is rationalisation of 
spending,” he said. 

Tbe government has said it 
will cover the deficit by with- 
drawals from reserves. Its re- 
serves have fallen by more 
than half in the past five years 

“Sheikh Salem said the 
general state budget deficit 
is... the most important chal- 
lenge for economic institu- 
tions and the executive and 
legislative authorities,” the 
paper said. “He reaffirmed a 
desire not to drain tbe state’s 
general reserves.” 

Tbe newspaper added: 
“He said selling some state 
assets can cover some or all 
of tbe deficit for tins year. 
But bow wiD the situation be 
m the coming years, be won- 
dered.” 

Other factors boosting the 
shortfall include low prices 
for Kuwait’s single big ex- 
port, oil, huge private sector 
bad debt equivalent to 90 per 
cent of gross domestic pro- 
duct, commercial lossed 
caused by Iraqi occupation 
and a fall in population since 
the conflict 


Iraq liberalising foreign exchange 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq has 
issued new rules giving its 
citizens tbe right to own, 
trade and open bank 
accounts in foreign currency, 
Finance Minister Hikmat A1 
Azzawi said Sunday. 

The measure, Mr. Azzawi 
said, was part of fresh econo- 
mic gnkfimes set by President 
Saddam Hussein to curb ram- 
pant inflation and prop up 
tbe value of local currency. 

Mr. Azzawi told Reuters 
Iraqis were now permitted to 
receive remittances from 
abroad and have them cashed 
either in dollars or their 
equivalent open market value 
in Iraqi dinars. 

“It is permissible for an 
Iraqi to open an account m 
hard currency and withdraw 
from it in foe currency he 
deems necessary,” Mr. Am- 
wi said m foe first interview 
by an Iraqi finance minister 
with Western media since 
sanctions were clamped on 


for invading Kuwait in 


Mr. Azzawi, 62, assumed 
tbe finance portfolio late last 
year to supervise an austerity 
plan drawn by President Sad- 
dam urging ministries to curb 
expenditures and explore 
ways to increase their re- 
venues^ 

“Possession of hard cash is 
now legal in Iraq and the 
beneficiary is free how to 
deal with his money,” Mr. 
Azzawi said. 

Iraq has allowed exchange 
houses in Baghdad to buy 
and sell dollars at rates com- 
parable to those on the black 
market. 

Iraqis were amazed when 
Shebab (youth) Television, 
ran by President Saddam’s 
eldest son Uday, carried an 
advertisement by an ex- 
change company announcing 
that changing money at open ■ 
market rates was now legal in 
Iraq. 


Mr. Asawi blamed gov- 
ernment spending and exces- 
sive printing of dinars to fi- 
nance tbe post-Gulf war re- 
construction drive behind 
rampant inflation. 

President Saddam has 
ordered a freeze on the print- 
ing of more paper money and 
Mr. Azzawi is now* 
spearheading efforts to fi- 
nance the 1996 budget 
through other means. 

“Not printing of additional 
paper money is certainly not 
an easy matter but not im- 
possible,” he said. 

U.N. sanctions bar Iraqi on 
exports, which constitute 
more than 90 per cent of the 
country’s hard cash earnings. 

As a quick, remedy, he 
said, tbe state was selling 
cars, machines and other 
vehicles in addition to other 
forms of property to generate 
enough cash to finance ur- 
gent expenditures. 


In the long ran, he said, he 
would resort to taxes and 


sectors in bath industry 
agriculture. 

The government has 
already priced its subsidised 
utilities taking cost and profit ■ 
into consideration. Prices of 
telephones; post, telex and 
transport have already gone 
up. 

Mr. Azzawi said he ex- 
pected the measures to bear 
some fruit by mid 1996. “We 
have to work for a budget 
winch I do not say should be 
balanced but takes into 
account expenditures vis-a- 
vis revenues.” 

Money changers said tbe 
measures have slightly finned 
the Iraqi dinar which on Sun- 
day traded at 2,820 to the 
U-S. dollar down from 2,890 
a week ago. 

Mr. Azzawi said selling of 
state utilities would part of 
the govern m ent’s long-term 
anti-inflationary policies- 


Inflation in Mexico reaches 52%, 
foreign investment drops by half i 


MEXICO CITY (AFP) — 
Inflation in Mexico last year 
reached 51.97 per cent, tbe 
highest since 1988, _ while 
foreign investment in foe 
stock market dropped by half 
compared to 1994, leading 
fmanrial i nsti t uti ons said. 

The inflation rate for 1995, 
as reported by tbe Bank of 
Mexico, far o u t s tr ipp ed tbe 
go ver nment's forecast of 42 
per cent and resisted a drastic 
economic programme de- 
signed to cope with the worst 
economic crisis in half a cen- 
tury. 

April was the worst month 
of the year with an eight per 
cent inflation rate, partly doe 
to a five per cent hike in foe 
excise tax (from 10 to 15 per 
cent), while June had the 
lowest with 3.7 per cent infla- 
tion. 

The' government’s target 
inflation rate for 1995 was 1.5 
per cent per month, hi 1994, 
inflation m Mexico was kept 
at seven per cent, but it be- 


gan spiraling after the gov- 
ernment decided to devalue 
the peso shortly after Presi- 
dent Ernesto Zedillo took 
office in December of that 
year. 

hi 1988 tbe inflation rate 
hit 5.7 per cent 

The bank also reported 
that tiie cost of firing in- 
creased 60.57 per cent last 
year, with sharp {nice rises 
virtually In all headings: 
Gasoline, electri ci t y, hous- 
ing, public tr ans port, food, 
dothing and medicine. 

Tbe purchasing power of 
the Memcan peso m 1995 fell 
more than 36 per cent, while 
salaries grew only 17 per 
cent, bank sources told AFP. 
- Separately, the Workers’ 
Confederation of Mexico, 
which groups 38 labour un- 


ions, said that average salar- 
ies saw their pnrchasnig pow- 
er eroded by 75 per cent last 
year, placing Mexico next to 
last in tiie World Trade Orga- 
nisation’s list of member 
countries with the lowest 


Jnkm leaders have strong- 
ly complained against lest 
year’s increase in the excise 
tax and threatened to launch 
a nationwide campaign of 
woik stoppages unless the 
government indexed salaries 
to inflation. 

Meanwhile, the Mexican 
Stock Exchange reported 
that fore ign investment in 
Mexico’s stock and bond 
markets fell 49.58 per cent 
last year to $27,981 button, of 
which $24*515 trillion were 
places in stocks. 


China’s trade 
tops $280b 

BEIJING (AFP) — China 
reported record annual trade 
vorame last year, saying that 
im ports and exports reached 
$280.85 bfltion. Tbe official 
Xinhua news agency, 
statistics from foe 


Admhnstration of Customs, 
said imports in 1995 
amo un ted to $132.08 bflfioo, 
$16.69 billion less than ex- 
ports. 1 he report cited the 
rapid growth of imports and 


for foe increase, 
it said could put China 
in the ranks of the world’s top 
ten traders. The 1995 results 
brought trade volume in the 
past five years to more than 
one trillion dollars, tbe report 
said. It said the number of 
traefing partners rose from 
180 countries in 1990 to 227 
in 1995. 


THE BETTER HALF, 

6iAS6ef^b»4 ** = 


By Glasbergen 





“My husband and I constantly fight about 
his old girlfriends. One is 87 and the 
other one is 90?" 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORO GAME 
by Hand Arnold nd Mlw AmMon 


Itoscrambte these tour Jumbtes, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 


ALZEH 





eta* itoMmsnwiE 
M Bi y n — mi. 


DYMAL 


mmmm 

mm 

PYSEDE 


ur 


ATEQUE 


ur 



Gotowuricartw^you 
baft sty* out 



WHAT THE BALL— 
PLAYER’S CHILPREN 
ENJCVEC? 


Now arrange tho circled tetters to 
form the surprise a n s w er , as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer 


Yesterday's 


•^nmrnnro 

(Answers tom orrow) 

Jumbles: STAID TRYST BONNET BICEPS 
Answer What was evident at the Christmas party — 
THE SEASON "SPIRTT 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR MON- 
DAY, JANUARY 15, 1996 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 
~ Look to progressive imfi- 
who can assist you in 
yonr finest talents, 
when- spend i n g 
money at fois time . 

WRCS: (April 20 to May 
2WTry using your talents at 
d i ffer en t outlets than usual 
today and get better results. 
Show a bigwig tint you are 
active and intelligent. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 
21) Be alert to changes which 
can be fra - your betterment at 
this time and go along with 
them. Be p ro gr ess i ve in yonr 
attitude and actions. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) Yon now 
understand how to be more 
successful in business matters 
and being noticed by a big- 
wig. Make yonr tire more 
interesting. 



Andy Capp 



Mutfn’Jeff 



LKO: (July 22 to Angrat21) 

Be with more progressive 
people and forget doll ones at* 
tins time and you can become 
more successful, if you listen 
to their good ideas. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Find the new 
mechanisms which can help 
yon to do far better career 
activities today and gain 
more benefits from them. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Study those 
amu se m ents which have in- *£ 
tooted you for tone tine asd 
plan to enjoy them. Get yonr 
talents projected wisely. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Yon want to 
make some changes at borne 
today but first get foe approv- 
al of yonr family. Invite 
charming persons in who can 
help you. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) Be active 
in the outside world today, , 
bat use a different approach 
and you $et better results. Be 
happy wtfo your loved ones 
'the evening. 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 
to January 20) If yon me 
more modern methods where 
finances and property are 
concerned at this time, yon 
can start an uptrend in au of 
yonr affairs . 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) You have fine 
ideas which wfll hdpyon to 
gain personal ahm* so pnt 
them in operation early to- 
day. Enjoy social pleasures 
tins evening. 

PISCES: (February. 20 to 
March 20) Forget those anti- 
cipated ideas and go along 
with more modern thinking 
and acting and you get better 
results in the days ahead. 

Bathitone of January: Garnet 

Pose Quartz 
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usiness & Finance 


Jordan Loan Guarantee 
Company backs JD 1.8m of loans 


Chin 

tODs 


7 .AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
5 .Loan Guarantee Company 
j \JLGCj General Manager 
w -. Tamal Salah Sunday said die 
ywnpany last year gnaran- 

■ " : eed JD 1.8 mmion out of a 

otal JD 4.3 million of loans 
granted to small and medinm 
'\izc projects in the various 

• jaits of the country. Speak- 

• eg at a press conference, Mr. 

■ ■. jjSah stressed that projects 
- stabhshed outside the Grea- 

or Amman Area enjoyed in- 
entives reaching 75 per cent 
if the loan amount. He noted 
...hat the company offered 
nan guarantees worth JD 2.5 
: .mlbon to finance projects in 
he Greater Amman area, in 
ddition to loans worth JD 
. .77 for 85 projects outside 
-Che Amman municipality 
v rea. He also said that the 
. ompany offered similar in- 
centives, reaching 75 per cent 


of the loan value for women 
projects. 

Dr. Salah said the com- 
pany has been as 

the agent in Jordan for die, 
Arab Investment Guarantee 
Corporation to facilitate loan 
guarantees to Jordanian ex- 
porters, and to encourage 
them to increase their exports 
to aster Arab countries. 

He said that the company’s 
board of directors has recent- 
ly decided to increase the 
company’s capital from JD 7 
millio n to JD 10 mffliou to 
provide enough resources to 
support the company’s prog- 
rammes. 

On his company’s future 
plans, Dr. Salah said the 
company plans to expand its 
loan guarantee activities in 
1996 and to introduce a new 
programme aimed at guaran- 


teeing loans to exporters and 
guaranteeing risks of loans 
granted by commercial banks 
and financial institutions. 
The loan guarantee export 
programme will be carried 
out gradually in two stages, 
the pre-shipping and post 
shipping stages. 

Dr. Raiah emphasised that 
the company seeks through 
tins programme to protect 
Jordanian exporters from the 
risks which they might face, 
thus encouraging them to 
establish trade relations with 
new importers and tapping 
new external markets. 

On other objectives, be 
said JLGC aims to overcome 
difficulties facing small and 
medium-size projects when 
trying to obtrin loans from 

commercial and investment 

h anks . 
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AMS BMX PIC 

60 

13830 

232.000 

7.10 . 500 


JORDAN NKTTOflXL MAHK 

37S0 

16139 

4.400 

4.300 


OVTBO AMMAN HANK 

3000 

13300 

4. 500 

4.450 


WOOL OS’ JORDAN 

500 

1BOQ 

3.700 

3.600 


XnJQur BAST INVESTMENT BANK. 

2650 

3135 

1.230 

1.300 


INDUSTRIAL DETOLOmetrr HANK 

750 

1875 

2.120 

7.500 
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1260Q 
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JORDAN KXPUMr BANK 

336 
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2.790 
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JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK 
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3.660 
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UNIFIED CO. FOR ORGANIZING LAND TRASS. 
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TEC JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 

JORDAN PHOSPHATE KISS A 

THE ARAB fOrASH 
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TUB JORDAN WORSTED KILLS 

ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL M&SUFACTDRim 

JORDAN SAINT 

CSE JORUM. FIFE5 XAHUVAETTCIUG 
SAP La INDUSTRIES 
OAK AL CAMA LEVELOmBH? i T N'- 
ARA9 ALUMINIUM TWHivrF* 

uvmu cr 6 rouL^py 

ARAB PM-JH CO AVERTING 6 TRADING 
.NATIORAL STEEL IND36IRI 
NATIONAL INDUSTRIE 1 
JORDAN CHEBICAL INDtSrjIIES 
RASIOWaL CABLE i. WIKn MfcSUFACTCRISG 
AHAB CENTER KJ5t PKMMCl 6 CHEMICALS 
UV7VERSAL MODERN I WPS TRIES 
JORDAN INDUSTRIAL REWiURCiiS >77. 

JORDAN MEK CA4LS COKPANT 
EL-LAY RfiAUZ «HAR KAWPACTCRtSC CO. 
IRTERKATIOSIL TOBACCO 4 CtCMtEXTSS 
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2000 

2400 

1.200 

1.200 

21104 

76963 

3.600 ' 

3.630 • 

1300 

4144 

3.190 

3.190 

500 

2675 

S.380 
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6234 
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lei'O . 
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4.420 
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10D 
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2.650 

2. 900 
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2.360 

2.350 
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2.150 

2.120 

2900 

21134 

7.4S0 

7.250 
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347B 

5.400 

5.350 

10OQ 

560 

.570 

.560 

11150 

15528 

1.420 

1.190 
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J60 

. . 3.630. 
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2190 
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1.300 

3 00 

U»0e. 

5.020... 

5.02C., 
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2813 
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600 

1035 
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1.720 

7000 
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"3.100 

3S3BO 

603G8 

1.940 

1.060 

40SD 

6556 

1.3C0 

1.360 

5013 

25204 

2.280 

2.350 

7350 

9069 

1.370 

1.300 

2286 

3631 

1.600 

1.590 

123149 

322249 
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Dubai braces for biggest 
Mideast shopping gala 


DUBAI (AFP) — Thousands 
of companies and shops m 
the Gulf emirate of Dubai are 
readying to put tbeir goods 
on sale at the Middle East's 
biggest shopping festival that 
could attract more than one 
million people. 

With gold expected to be 
one of the main attraction at 
the 40-day fete, Dubai's im- 
ports of the yellow metal are 
set to increase by nearly 50 
tonnes in 1996, the highest 
level recorded in the oil-rich 
region. 

The festival, opening of 
Feb. 15, is expected to lure 
nearly 1.5 million local and 
foreign visitors who will 
spend over one billion 
dirhams ($272 million). The 
figure does not include 
spending on hotels and other 
services, projected to exceed 
seven billion dirhams ($1.9 
billion). 


“This novel economic in- 
itiative will give a strong 
boost to the trade and tour- 
ism sectors in Dubai,” said 
Sheikh Ahmad A1 Maktum, 
chairman of the civil aviation 
department and the commit- 
tee organising the festival. 

“It will become an annual 
event and will contribute to 
further strengthening the im- 
age of Dubai on die world 
economic map,” he added. 

Around 18 million dirhams 
($4.9 million) have been set 
as a budget for the festival, 
which will also include daily 
fireworks, cultural events, 
dances by world troupes and 
other recreational activities. 

Participants have been 
ordered to offer compulsory 
price reductions of between 
20 and 70 per cent. Violators 
of the order or those who sell 
fake items could be ejected 
and fined up to 50,000 
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Weekly Foreign Exchange Market Summary 
(January 8-12, 1996) 

AMMAN — The dollar fluctuated within relatively narrow 
margins against other major currencies last week. It ended 
the week somewhat higher against the mark and sterling, at 
1.4437 marks per dollar, and 1.5475 dollars per pound, but 
virtually unchanged against the yen, at 105.25 yen per 
dollar. 

The U.S. unit .depreciated slightly against the mark and 
the yen Monday, whie stabilising against sterling. Low 
volume and range trading were the features of the day, as a 
major snow storm disrupted activity in the north-eastern 
parts of the United States. The partial agreement reached 
the previous week between Congress and the White House, 
which allowed the return of 780,000 federal employees to 
their jobs, had little impact on the dollar, as major 
disagreements persisted on possible approaches aimed at 
reducing the U.S. budget deficit. 

The dollar slid further against the mark and yen 
Tuesday, while rising slightly against the pound. Its 
depreciation was attributed to an ebbing of expectations 
that a budget deal can be reached soon between the Clinton 
administration and the Republican majority in Congress. 
Meanwhile, the drag in the budget debate also took its toll 
on U.S. stock and bond prices, which witnessed consider- 
able decline on the day. 

An outflow of funds from U.S. doliar-based into 
Deutchemark denominated investments caused the dollar 
to decline farther against the mark Wednesday. Further 
drops in U.S. stock and bond prices were also witnessed. 
The on-going budget debate was cited as the main cause of 
the dollar's decline. 

The dollar managed to recover most of its losses against 
other major currencies Thursday. A lull in the budget 
debate and rebound in U.S. stock and bond prices fuelled 
its rise. Further slight gains were achieved at the end of the 
week, as traders looked forward to the release of the first 
batch of U.S. economic indicators in a month the following 
week, which was made possible by the return of federal 
employees to their jobs earlier in the week. Meanwhile, 
observers maintained that, although the on-going budget 
debate had somewhat shaken investors' confidence in U.S. 
economic management, U.S. markets still offered investors 
the best investment opportunities in the short-term. 
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dir JEWELLERS 


Gems of the world . All birthstones In 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs . 


Amra Hotel Shops 
6th circle, Amman . 
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Furnished Apartment 
: _ For Rent 

• ■in Um Uthaina, 3 
. -bedrooms, 3 bathrooms,. 

- ground floor, telephone. 
Other apartments andi 
villas * 

Fumished/unfumished for ; 
s rent or sale 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Tel:.810605, 810609, 810520 , | 


STUDIO 

Profenkmal Qu 
1 Hoar Service 



in 


Develop your colour film at 
oar shop and get> 

• JUMBO pkmtm 
30% 


Prmm mmiarpm* 
20 x 30 cm 
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RENTA CAR 
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Make Car 
Cental Simple 

Shmeiscmi 
Tel: 693399 
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FOR YOUR 



Advertisement 
in j 

Jordan 
Times 

Call tel; 



^ A SECURE 

Hotel 
Swelflyoti 



I.O.TELI 
-SECURITY 
- HOSPITALITY 
’GASTRONOMY 


All Suites Hotel 

FLAT .O. TEL 

A ij < -U A jS.I 
lij j* (5 jlui Ai LiSjIaB 

863944 - 816690 
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L Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
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P'OJR RJSIV'T 


Deluxe Villas 
\8lAppartments 
in Amman 


Tel. 864230 
Fax. 864231 


i AUxm U /ImiM 



Vu 


Restaurant 



Niglrtly 


iMMBa&dulm um 

ISHMESANI TEL 6800931 


Quality Furnished Suites 

One and Two Bedrooms 
Reasonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 


5th Circle - 692672 


MAURICE AKKAVVI 
& SONS 


"Francesco. 

smalto 

... ; Men’s Wear. 


W 

Louis Feraud 
Ladles Wear 


NOUkOZ 


•European Steaks & Chicken 
-Middle Eastern GUIs; 

• Pizza & Snacks 
•Hamburgers 
-Mazza, Salads 
'Argeb 


Abdoun - Tel.: 819564' 
iMobil Phone -(079) 29339 



Tel: 642830 

Jabal Amman, 3rd CW» 




RENT A CAR 


vfetfy,- 

h^der. , 


Main office 

King Abdullah Gardens 

Tel. 699420 


CROWN HOT 


iNOoosm 


^SAINA I JACUZZI 

*F 



TEL 7E8180 
RADIO & TV STATION RD. 



ASSARAYA 

Rent a car 


Head Office 

Tel. 06-684771 / Fax 684973 
Aqaba Office 
Tel. 03-316265 /Fax 316265 
Emergency Call 24 Hours 
079 / 21526 

Shmlsanl King ADduflati Gardens 
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dirhams ($13,600). 

Customers will also have 
the chance to win drily raffles 
for luxury cars and a kilog- 
ramme of 24-carat gold. 

Hie gala includes hundreds 
of items such as gold, electro- 
nics, cars, computers, 
clothes, foodstuffs, machin- 
ery, and home appliances. 

“We expect a strong de- 
mand for gold and other 
jewellery items at the festival 
as Dubai is already a key 
centre for this trade,” said 
Mohammad Al Abbar, direc- 
tor of Dubai’s economy de- 
partment. 

Dubai, the second biggest 
and wealthiest member of the 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), is one of the top gold 
importers in the world. 

Officials figures showed its 
gold purchases stood at 257 
tonnes in 1994 and the figure 
is expected to have reached 
300 tonnes in 1995. The im- 
ports are set to exceed 350 
tonnes this year due to a 
forecost rush at the festival. 

Organisers said the sale of 
gold pieces at the festival was 
expected to reach between 40 
and 45 tonnes, making Dubai 
the world's second biggest 
centre for gold trade after 
Singapore among non- 
producing countries. 

Dubai is also the main 
commercial entrepot in the 
Golf, with its trade account- 
ing for nearly one fifth of the 
region's non-oil trade. 

Its main reexport markets 
are Iran, Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, India, Pakistan, 
eastern Europe, South East 
Asia, Russia and other for- 
mer Soviet republics. 

More than 400,000 people 
from the former Soviet Un- 
ion visit Dubai every year to 
buy electronics and other 
products, taking advantage of 
its cheap prices and the abs- 
ence of taxes on imports and 
exports. ' 

Several streets near the 
emirate’s famous creek have 
been reserved for the shop- 

E ing festival while small stalls 
ave been erected along its 
banks to sell consumer 
goods, handicraft and other 
traditional items. 

Would-be shoppers are ex- 
pected to come from Iran and 
other Gulf states and as far as 
East Europe, Russia, Central 
Asia, India and Arab coun- 
tries. 

“Shipping and other facili- 
ties await the visitors,” 
Sheikh Ahmad said. “Hotels 
have also been told to offer 
price reductions of up to 40 
per cent and not to charge 
children under 12 years 
accompanying their parents.” 
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Marfca Airport to be revived soon 

Me A new airline company to operate between Marita 
Airport and other airports in the region is expected to be 
set up soon, according to airport director Mohammad Abu 
Saad. He said that while the Queen Alia International 
Airport will continue to receive Royal Jordanian aircraft, 
die Marica Airport will serve the new local company which 
will operate flights to Aqaba, Tel Aviv and other aiiports in 
neighbouring countries. Currently, said Mr. Abu Saad, 
work is underway for refurbishing Marka Airport facilities 
at the estimated cost of JD 380,000 to serve the new 
company which will start operations with two daily flights 
to Aqaba and five weekly flights to Israel before expanding 
its operations to include Alexandria, Damascus, Beirut and 
Laniaka (Al Ra’i). 

Hotels, restaurants begin ehor&ng 
new rates for official guests , 
delegations 

'trie HOTELS, resthouses and restaurants have started 
charging new prices for official guests and delegations 
whose visits to Jordan are to be paid for by the treasury. 
According to a decision by the Council of Ministers, a 
one-night stay for one or two persons at a 5-star hotel 
would be JD 45. The charge would be JD 35, JD 25 and JD 
18 at 4-star, 3-star and-2-star hotels respectively. At a 
one-star hotel, official guests and delegations will have to 
pay only JD 10. Continental, Arabic or buffet breakfast 
now costs JD 5 per person at 5-star hotels nad JD 4 at 4-star 
hotels. The remaining three categories will charge JD 3, JD 
2 and JD 1.500 respectively. Ordinary on buffet launch or 
dinner were fixed at JD 8 and JD 7 per person at 5-star and 
4-star hotels respectivley. At 3-star hotels the cost has 
become JD 5 while at the other two categories the price was 
set at JD 4 and JD 3. The cabinet decision conditioned the 
new charges on selecting the food from the menu that 
shows prices certified by the Ministry of Tourism and 
stipulates that the bill should not exceed the price of a 
buffet. Overnight stay covers only sleeping and does not 
include the additional tax which is neither included in die 
food price. The charges for a suite was left to an agreement 
between the two parties (Al Aswaq). 

Central Bank raises interest rates 

THE Central Bank of Jordan Saturday raised the 
interest on the dinar for six-months and three-months 
deposits to 9.5 per cent and 9.25 per cent respectively. 

Previously, the rates were nine per cent for six months 
and 8.75 per cent for three months deposits. As such 
interest on the dinar registers an unprecedented high which 
shows the determination, of the central bank to protect the 
dinar exchange rate which has been fixed at 710 fils against 
the dollar since November 1995. 

The higher interest rate widens the difference between 
the interests on the dinar and the. dollar to four percentage 
points which could lure investors to transfer their dollar 
deposits into dinars to benefit from higher interest on the 
dinar, especially having the ability to return to the dollar at 
any time at tbe fixed rate. ‘ It is not known yet how the 
banks would respond to this new move by the central bank 
but it is believed that, due to stiff competition banks would 
not resort to increasing interest on their credits to prime 
cheats although higher interest could be imposed on 
marginal cheats (Al Ra’i). 

Committee to reexamine cost of living 

"frtr A committee representing the ministries of finance add 
planning and tbe Central Bank has been entrusted to' 
reexamine die procedures and the equations used for 
calculating the index for the cost of living after the c riti ci sm 
regarding this issue levelled by the members of parliament 
It is customary to reconsider and amend tbe components of 
die basket of goods and services upon which tbe cost of 
living index is based and 1996 is the year for such a revision 
(Al Ra'i). 

JEA, Flench Grm sign accord 

•frit THE Jordan Electricity Authority (JEA) has signed a 
$15 million agreement with the French Schneider Electric 
Company under which the company will establish a 400/132 
kilovolt transmission station. The project aims at upgrading 
the voltage of tbe electric transmission line linking the 
southern Amman and tbe Aqaba transmission stations. 
Tbe project, which is expected to be finalised in late 1997, 
will be partly financed through a loan from die Jeddah- 
based Islamic Development Bank. 
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New Yorfc Closing Rates for Mujor Currencies Against tbe 
US. DoHar 


Currency 


Sterling Pound* 


Deutsche Mark 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Ven 
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Jan. - J - 1W6 
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Close 


1-5525 
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1.1615 


•1.9265 


105.35 


1.5475 


14437 


1.1630 


4.9520 


105.25 


Percent 

Change 


(0-32) % 


(0.29)* 


(0.13) 


(0-51) % 


0.10 ft 
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Euro-Currency Interest Rates* 
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US. Dollar 
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5.47 

5.40 
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6.4? 

6.32 

6.44 
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Deutsche Mark 

3.70 

3.50 

3AS 

w*m\ 

Swiss Franc 

1.75 

1.AS 

1.64 

1.60 

French Franc 

4.7? 

4.56 
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4.66 
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0.27 

0J0 

0.37 

0.62 
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Jordan teaches Stackhouse a lesson I Sampras and Seles chase record rewards 


PHILADELPHIA (R) — 
Michael Jordan says .he 
wasn't trying to teach rookie 
Jerry Stacidiouse a lesson. 
Stackhouse says he didn't 
need one in the first place. 
Still, there was some serious 
schooling going on. 

Jordan poured in a season- 
high 48 points to lead the 
Chicago Bulls to a 120-93 
rout of the Philadelphia 76ers 
Saturday after Stackhouse 
was reported as saying he 
could beat the league's lead- 
ing scorer one-on-one. 

Jordan shot 18-of-28 from 
the field, including S-of-7 
from three-point range, and 
added 10 rebounds before 
sitting down with 9:03 to play 
as the Bulls got their seventh 
straight win. 

It was Jordan's 165th 
career 40-point game and 
high of the season. 

“I'm not out to make him 
look bad. I wasn't trying to 
make it .a ‘mano a mano’ 
thing," Jordan said. “I could 
tell that he was nervous. I 
told him to settle down. 

“Hie one thing he learned 
tonight., he matured about 
this Teague. It may look easy. 
It's not easy. He grew up a 
little bit tonight. I know he 
said a lot of stuff. I used it as 
a motivational factor from a 
competitive standpoint." 

“He could have scored 80 
if I let him,” Bulls coach Phil 
Jackson said. 

Scottie Pippen scored 20 
points and Dennis Rodman 
pulled down 16 rebounds for 
Chicago, which is an NBA- 
best 30-3. 

Sbarone Wright scored 22 
points, Clarence Weath- 
erspoon added 20 and Stack- 
house was held to 13 on 
4-of-ll shooting. 

“If anyone says I said any- 
thing towards Michael Jor- 
dan, or this game tonight,' 
they are a bold-faced liar," 
Stackhouse said of his fellow 
North Carolina alumnus. 

“I am not afraid of Jordan. 
But somebody in Chicago 
said that I said I could beat 
him. I didn't. I wouldn't mind 
getting ahold of the person 
quoting me as saying that.” 

But he admitted saying he 
felt he had “made an easy 
transition into the league. 

“I felt it has been pretty 
easy from the way I always 
did things in college." 

Stackhouse added: “He hit 
mole shots than I took. 
Hopefully he’ll cool down by 
■•Tuesday.'' TbaL’s when the 
teams meet in Chicago. 

“Jerry learned a lesson on 
just bow much work it takes 
to beat someone like that.” 
Sixers coach John Lucas said. 

In San Antonio, Vinny Del 
Negro scored a season-high 
30 points and Doc Rivers 
partially blocked a shot by 
Penny Hardaway at the buz- 
zer as the Spurs held ofF the 
undermanned Orlando Magic 
106-105. 

David Robinson added 27 
points for the Spurs, who 
have won four straight and 
are 7-1 at home against 
Orlando. 

Hardaway scored 35 points 
and Dennis Scott added 27 
for the Magic, who played 
.without centre Shaquille 
O'Neal and forward Horace 
Grant. 

In New York, Mitch Rich- 
mond scored 18 of his 32 
points in the fourth quarter as 
the Sacramento Kings scored 
their first road win over the 
Knicks in 14 games and 15 
years. 119-111. 

The Kings snapped a six- 
game road losing streak and 
won at New York for the first 
time since November 1981, 
when the franchise was in 
Kansas City. 

Patrick Ewing scored 29 
for New York, which lost for 
the third time in five home 
games. 

In Atlanta, Steve Smith 
scored 27 and Mookie 
Blaylock 20 as the Hawks 
built a 20-point third-quarter 
lead and held off a furious 
late rally to defeat the Boston 
Celtics 108-105. 

Dino Radja ted with 19 
points. Guard Dana Barros. 
who had his NBA record 
three-point streak snapped 
Friday against New York, 
was held scoreless in 17 mi- 
nutes. 

In Dallas, Larry Johnson 
scored 20 points and Dell 
Curry 18 as the Charlotte 







Detroit Pistons forward Grant Hill tries to NBA game January 13 ait the Meadowlands 
shoot past New Jersey Nets forward Jayson Arena in East Rutherford, New Jersey (Ren- 
W illiams (right) in the first period of their ters photo) 


Hornets routed the Maver- . 
icks 103-83. 

Man Geiger pulled down a 
career-high 17 rebounds for 
Charlotte. 

Jason Kidd registered his 
second triple^double in as 
many nights with “13 points. 
11 assists and 10 rebounds for 
Dallas. 

In Denver, Rod Strickland 
scored 26 points and Arvydas 
Sa bonis 22 as the Portland 
Trail Blazers held off a late 
run by the Nuggets for a 
118-117 victory. 

Portland won for the fifth 
time in six games despite 
almost blowing a 22-point 
third-quarter lead. 

Dale Ellis scored 26 points 
for Denver, which had its 
three-game winning streak 
snapped. 

At Indiana, Reggie Miller 
scored 26 points as the Pacers 
opened a big lead and held on 
for their sixth victory in seven 
games, 103-94 over the Min- 
nesota Timberwolves. 

Christian Laettner and 
Tom Gugliotta scored 20 
points apiece for the Timber- 
wolves. who have lost five 
straight. 

At New Jersey, Grant 
Hill's fifth career triple dou- 
ble — 26 points. 13 rebounds 
and 13 assists — led the 
Detroit Pistons to their third 
straight victory, 91-80 over 
the Nets. 

In Toronto, rookie Damon 
Stoudamire scored a season- 
high 29 points and Oliver 
Miller added 21 as the Rap- 
tors beat the Washington 
Bullets 106-100. ending a 
five-game losing streak. 

In Vancouver, Greg 
Anthony scored 21 points as 
the Grizzlies rallied from a 
nine-point halftime deficit to 
defeat the Miami Heat 69-65, 
snapping a four-game losing' 
streak for just their seventh 
victory of the season. 

Miami lost its fourth 
straight. 

In Los Angeles, Clyde 
Drexler scored 16 of his 32 
points in the fourth quarter 
and Hakeem Olajuwon 
added 29 points and 17 re- 
bounds as the Houston Rock- 
ets beat the Clippers 115-104. 
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EASTERN CONFERENCE 


Atlantic Division 



W 

I 

Pet 

Gb 

Orlando 

27 

S 

.771 

- 

New York 

22 

12 

.647 

4 14 

Washington 

18 

17 

.514 

9 

Miami 

16 

18 

.471 

106 

Boston 

14 

21 

.400 

13 

New Jersey 

13 

21 

.382 

1316 

Philadelphia 

7 

26 

.212 

19 


Central Division 




Chicago 

30 

3 

.909 

— 

Indiana 

21 

13 

.618 

96 

Cleveland 

18 

15 

.545 

12 

Detroit 

18 

15 

.545 

12 . 

Atlanta 

17 

17 

.500 

136 

Charlotte 

17 

18 

.486 

14 

Milwaukee 

12 

22 

.353 

186 

Toronto 

10 

2 

.286 

21 


WESTERN CONFERENCE 

Midwest Division 


San Antonio 


24 

9 

.727 

- 

Houston 


25 

11 

.694 

6 

Utah 


22 

12 

.647 

26 

Denver 


16 

20 

.444 

96 

Dallas 


10 

24 

.294 

146 

Minnesota 


8 

26 

.235 

166 

Vancouver 


7 

29 

.194 

186 


Pacific Division 




Seattle 


24 

10 

.706 

— 

Sacramento 


20 

12 

.625 

3 

LA Lakers 


19 

17 

.528 

6 . 

Portland 


•17 

18 

.486 

76 

Golden State 


16 

19 

.457 


Phoenix 


14 

18 

.438 

9 

LA Clippers 


15 

21 

.417 

10 



RESULTS 




Indiana 

103 

Minnesota 


94 


Toronto 

106 

Washington 


100 


Atlanta 

108 

Boston 


105 


Detroit 

91 

New Jersey 


80 


Sacramento 

119 

New York 


111 


Chicago 

120 

Philadelphia 


93 


Charlotte 

103 

Dallas 


S3 


San Antonio 

106 

Orlando 


105 


Portland 

118 

Denver 


117 


Vancouver 

69 

Miami 


65 


Houston 

115 

LA Clippers 

104 



MELBOURNE (AFP) — 
The Australian Open gets 
underway Monday with re- 
cord prize money and a brand 
new stadium to fit in the ever 
increasing number of fans. 

The opening Grand Slam 
of 1996 sees Pete Sampras as 
favourite for the men’s title 
and Monica Seles an even 
hotter bet for the women’s 
title. 

Yet both have injury wor- 
ries. 

Sampras, recovering from 
a virus which delayed his 
arrival and forced him to miss 
the warm-up Colonial Clas- 
sic, starts on Tuesday against 
Australian Richard From- 
berg. 

The world number one was 
beaten in last year’s final by 
Andre Agassi. But even 
Agassi, now with bis head 
dean shaven, cannot see any- 
one but himself and his friend 
and rival reaching the final. 

“I don’t think I see any- 
body out there on Pete's 
level, rights now,” com- 
mented Agassi. 

“If we're both desiring it 
and we're both working hard 
then I feel that he’s the guy I 
have to worry about,” 


Manchester 
United miss 
their chance 

LONDON (AFP) — Man- 
chester United missed their 
chance to make up three 
points on Premiership leaders 
Newcastle United on Satur- 
day after being held to a 
goalless draw with Aston Vil- 
la at Old Trafford. 

United, hoping for a win 
that wonld . bring them to 
within four points of Newcas- 
tle, who play at Coventry on 
Sunday, were left to rue three 
misses by their lacklustre 
frontman Andy Cole. 

Third-placed Liverpool did 
no better, needing a late 
equaliser from substitute Ian 
Rush to avoid being up&t by 
Sheffield Wednesday at Hill- 
sborough. 

Serbian striker Darko 
Kovacevic's third in three 
Premiership games since his 
2.5 million pound move from 
Red Star Belgrade had 
Wednesday in front after just 
seven minutes. 

But veteran Rush struck 
three minutes from time to 
save the. title chases./ 

Some Brazilian magic .from 
Middlesbrough ' pftyniaker 
Juninho failed to stop Arsen- 
al at the Riverside stadium, 
as Boro squandered a 2-1 
lead to go down 3-2 to the 
Londoners. 

Paul Merson put Arsenal 
in front after seven minutes, 
chipping over advancing 
keeper Gary Walsh after 
Danish midfielder John Jen- 
sen had threaded the bail 
through. 

But Juninho levelled be- 
fore the break from point- 
blank range, his second for 
his new dub. and then sent a 
delightful ball for Philip 
Stamp to run onto and score 
Boro's second after the re- 
start. 

But the lead had lasted 
only three mintues, when 
Merson's free-kick was 
headed against the wood- 
work by I an Wright and 
David Platt followed up for 
the equaliser. 

Dutchman Glenn Helder 
made it 3-2 for the Gunners 
after 62 minutes and Boro 
also had the ignominy of 
seeing Alan Moore dismissed 
in the final minutes for foul 
play. 

Swedish signing Tomas 
Brolin guided 10-man Leeds 
United to a 2-0 victory over 
West Ham at Elland Road, 
with Lee Chapman being 
both hero and villain for the 
home side. 

Chapman, back at his for- 
mer club on loan from 
Ipswich, set up Brolin’s 25th 
minute header, but got him- 
self sent off barely a minute 
later for elbowing West 
Ham's Danish defender Marc 
Rieper. 

Brolin added Leeds’ 
second after 63 minutes, his 
fourth since his 4.5 million 
pound move from Parma in 
late November. 

Another 10>man team, 
Chelsee. held Everton to a 
1-1 draw at Goodison Park. 


Agassi also made a little 
fun of playing Argentinian 
qualifier Gaston Etus in the 
first round. 

*1 won't cpmplain about 
that,” Agassi grinned. 
“Qualifiers have a nice little 
knack of getting nervous.” 

Hie brash American is also 
working his way back to frill 
fitness after a chest muscle 
injury kept him on the side- 
lines from September’s U.S. 
Open, forcing him out of the 
end-season Davis Cup final. 
Grand Slam Cup and World 
Tour Championship. 

And right behind Sampras 
and Agassi, Thomas Muster 
is looming aad he would 
overtake them in the world 
rankings after the tourna- 
ment. 

Muster is 368 points behind 
Sampras and 291 behind 
Agassi. Under the top-14 
performances over a 12- 
month period rankings sys- 
tem, the 28-year-old Austrian 
lefthander can discard his 
third round defeat to Dutch- 
man Jaccon Eltingh at last 
year’s Australian Open, 
while Agassi has 686 points 
on die line from the *95 
triumph and Sampras is de- 


fending 486. 

The pressure will be on 
Sampras and Agassi to repeat 
their summit clash to stave 
off Muster, who won 12 titles 
last year. 

With Steffi Graf still re- 
covering from a foot injury, 
co-world number Seles has an 
open path to her fust Grand 
Slam title since being stabbed 
by a Graf fan at a Hamburg 
tournament in April 1993. 

Australian bookmakers 
had Seles at 1-2 on to win the 
title. But that was before she 
was given a fight by Lindsay 
Davenport in the final of the 
Sydney International on Sun- 
day. 

The Yugoslav-born Amer- 
ican battled with a groin 
strain to win Sunday's final 
4-6, 7-7 (9/7), 6-3 and she said 
it was her toughest match 
since the attack which forced 
her out of competitive tennis 
for more than two years. 

“My serve was not good 
today'and I gave her a lot of 
easy shots and of course she 
takes those chances," said 
Seies, ranked co-number 
one. “You can’t do that 
against -a player like Lind- 


“I didn’t come in with the 
best attitude to the match and 
I was very mad about that,” 
she said, vowing to leave 
off-court troubles behind her 
in future. 

Davenport said the narrow 
score would encourage others 
in the Australian Open, par- 
ticularly Gabriela Sabatini, 
Arantxa Sanchez VJcario and 
Martina Hingis. 

But Seles, who has never 
been beaten in Australia, let 
alone the Australian Open, 
said the injury would not be 
bothering her in Melbourne. 

This year, there will be 
record prize money of S6.35 
million. The organisers have 
also spent around $17.5 mil- 
lion on extending the Flin- 
ders Park complex so it has 
two extra show courts, with a 
capacity of 3,000 and 1,100 
respectively. There are also 
eight new outside courts. 

The Australian Open is vir- 
tually guaranteed to Hve up 
to its reputation for sizzling 
temperatures. On the final 
practice day, the thermo- 
meter hit 39 degrees Celsius 
(104 Fahrenheit). 


Seles wins Sydney International final 


SYDNEY (R) — Joint world 
number one Monica Seles 
won her second tournament 
since her return to tennis last 
August when she defeated 
fellow American Lindsay 
Davenport in a gruelling 
three-set final at the Peters 
International Championship 
in Sydney on Sunday. 

Seles saved a match point 
in the second set tie breaker 
and also overcame a groin 
injury to defeat fourth seed 
Davenport 4-6, 7-6 (9-7), 6-3 
in a draining 134-minute fin- 
al. 

The match proved beyond 
doubt that Seles is returning 
to the form that saw her 
dominate women's tennis be- 
fore she was stabbed by an 
obsessed Steffi Graf fan at a 
tournament in Hamburg in 
April, 1993. 

The .Yugoslav-born Amer- 
ican called for treatment 
from a Women's Tennis 
Association (WTA) trainer 
after the seventh game of the 
second set and had her right 
thigh heavily strapped' during 
an allowable three-minute in- 
jury break. 

The injury caused Seles the 
ippst, concern while she was 
serving but she stressed she 
would still be able to play in' 
the Australian Open starting 
in Melbourne on Monday. 

“I immediately got some 
ice on it after the final and 
did some stretching but it was 
bugging me . a lot on my 
serve,” Seles said. 

“Til get on the flight to 
Melbourne tonight and have 
some more treatment there. 
Hopefully it will be all right 
with one day off and the 
trainer said it should be 
okay,” she said. 

Seles has now won two of 
the three tournaments she 
has played since the stabbing 
incident, winning the Cana- 
dian Open last August and 
then losing to Graf in a three- 
set U.S. Open final last 
September. 

Seies said the match was 
the hardest she had had since 





World co-number one Monica Seles of the U.S. salutes the 
crowd after beating compatriot Lindsay Davenport in the 
womens singles final of the Sydney International Tennis 
Open tournament (Reuters photo) 


her return to tennis last year 
and also rated it one of the 
toughest of her career. 

“Whoever won today was 
just pure luck. At that match 
point 1 was thinking if she 
wins, then she’s just the bet- 
ter player on the day,” Seles 
said. 

Davenport served for the 
match at 5-4 in the second set 
after breaking Seles's serve in 
the ninth game, only to drop 
her own serve to love in the 


10th game. 

Ranked 12th m the world, 
Davenport then had match 
point at 6-5 in the tie breaker 
only to see Seles smash an 
ambitious forehand winner. 

Both players dropped 
serve in the first two games of 
the third set. With Seles's 
greater determination pro- 
ving the difference as she 
broke Davenport’s serve 
again in the fifth and ninth 
games of the set. 



— .kuu 

Frenchman Fabric* Tiozzo (left) lauds a punch weight contest In SL Etienne on Saturday, 
on Canadian boxer Eric Lucas daring their Hozzo won the boat on points tints re taining 
World Boxing Council (WBC) fight-heavy his title (Reuters photo) 


CINEMA TEL: 634144 CINEMA 

PHILADELPHIA 


Pierce Brosnan 
as 

James Bond 007 


TEL: 699238 CINEMA 


TEL: 677420 


GOLDENEYE 

Shows: 1230. 3:30. 6:05, 8:30. 1030 pm 


PLAZA 


POCAHONTAS 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30,5 p.m. 

Sylvester Stallone... .in 

JUDGE DREDD 

Shows: 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


CONCORD 


CONCORD “1” 

* ACE VENTURA “2" 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6. 8:30. 10:30 

CONCORD “2” 

* Batman Forever 

Shows: 3:30 

* DISCLOSURE 

Shows; 5:30 


AMMOUN THEATRE & 

CINEMA/TEL: 618274-618275 


Abdul Halim Hafes 
Nadia Lutfi 
In 

Abi Fawq Al-Shajara 

"New Version" 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3. 5:30, 8, 10:30 


Theplay 

“Ahlan Tatbie” 

Welcome Normalisatior 

Shows: 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation call 625155 









1 V 


Sports 


MONDAY, JANDARYJ5jJ2S 





*- , 

-r^ x: / ••£ 



Hrovat 

beats 

Eder 
to win 
Garmisch 
slalom 

GARMISCH- 
PARTENKIRCHEN , 

■ Germany (Agencies) 
— Slovenia’s Urska 
Hrovat held off chal- 
lenges from Austrian 
World Cup leader Elfi 
Eder and unheralded 
Italian Roberta Serra 
- to win her first slalom 
of the season on Sun- 
day. 

Hrovat, 21, who had 
recorded two second 
places in World Cup 
slaloms this season, 
skied the two legs of 
' the Guidberg course in 
!f one minute 19.83 
‘ seconds, ahead of Eder 
in 1:20.01 and Serra in 
1:20.38. 

“I had to wait a long 
time for this, I had 
/' some bad luck and was 
sick for a long time but 
now I’m really satis- 
fied,” Hrovat said. 

[ The biggest surprise 
r. of the day was Serra, 
j who bad never before 
< finished higher than 
’ eighth. 

? Sena lay 15th after 
: the first leg, 1.38 
seconds behind Hro- 
vat. Starting first in the 
second leg, she put in a 
I storming time of 39.56 
f seconds which nobody 
codld match, 
j • Eder overtook Serra 
I on aggregate with a 
f second run of 39.89 be- 
^ fore Hrovat, often the 
victim of second-led 
i nerves, did enough to 
win by completing the 
course in 40.39. 

[ The result propelled 
Hrovat from fifth to 
t second place in the 
£ World Cup slalom 
^standings with 332 
promts, still for adrift of 
I Eder who has won 
: three times this season 
[. and has 520. 

Sykora ends Tomba’s run 

In Kitzbuhel, Austria, 
Alberto Tomba’s winning run 
in this year’s World Cup sla- 
lom was dramatically ended 
here Sunday by Austria's 
Thomas Sykora, who just 
edged out the Italian to win 
in front of his home crowd. 

Sykora timed l:34.24min 
to hold off Tomba by just six 
hundredths of a second and 
score his first World Cup 
slalom victory.- 
Jure Rosier of Slovenia 
was third, crossing the line in 






Martina Ertl of Germany pushes a pole out of her way to take the 3rd best time in the first run of the women’s special slalom 
race in Garmisch-Partenkirchen, January 14 (Reuters photo) 
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SEASON SERVICES FOR THE GARDEN 

Spraying winter oil and pruning. 

Cutting and coordinating indoor plants and digging soiL 

Abdul Hadi Agricultural Services Establishment 
Tel: 649310 
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Urska Horvat of Slovenia (left) receives congratulations from 
second placed Elifie Eder of Austria and Germany’s third 
placed Martina Ertl (right) after winning the women’s special 

l:34.46min. 

Tomba appeared to have 
done enough with a strong 
second run after his first left 
him with just four hundredths 
to make up, but Sykora kept 
his nerve with a superb 
second run to prevent “La 
Bomba" making it four wins 
on the trot. 

Sebastien Amiez of France 
just missed out on the 
podium, finishing in 1:34.88 
after living dangerously on 
the bottom half of the course, 
which rutted up badly as the 
race progressed. 

The Frenchman continued 
his record of always making 
the top five this season. 

Austria's Mario Reiter of 
Austria placed fifth with a 
time of 1:35.75, ahead of 
Christian Mayer and Olympic 
champion Thomas Stangas- 
singer, both of Austria. 

Michael Von Gruenigen of 
Switzerland, eighth after the 
first run. crashed out on an 
awkward turn in the top half 
of the second run. 

Japan’s Kiminobu Kimura 
scored his best result of the 
season, taking eighth spot. 


slalom race in Garmisch-Partenkirchen , January 14 (Renters 
photo) 


African Nations Cup 

Zambia, Algeria in goalless draw 


BLOEMFONTEIN. South 
Africa (AFP) — Zambia and 
Algeria played out a goalless 
draw to forget here on Sun- 
day — a vivid contrast to 
Saturday's exciting opening 
match in this African Nations 
Cup. 

While South Africa had a 
euphoric 3-0 win over Came- 
roon to the delight of 60.000 
supporters in Johannesburg 
on Saturday, only 6,000 
showed up at the 38,000- 
capacity Free State Stadium 
for this opening Group B 
match. 

In an open but scrappy 
game, Zambia could not con- 
vert their second-half super- 


iority into goals. 

Both sides had a great 
chance to score before the 
break. . 

• Algeria's Khaled Lounici 
hit' the crossbar in the 10th 
minute with a spectacular 
volley which bounced down 
onto the goalline before the. 
ball was scrambled away. 

With the match swinging 
from end to end. Johnson 
Bwalya raced down the left 
and unleashed a shot which 
beat Algerian keeper 
M’Hamed Haniched but hit 
the righthand upright. 

Algeria’s Billet Dziri broke 
through twice in the last few 
minutes of the half. But he 
chipped over the bar on the 


first occasion and Zambia 
keeper James Phiri saved the 
second. 

In the second half, Kaci 
Said fell awkwardly and in- 
jured his hamstring. Though 
he played on for a few mi- 
nutes. be was eventually sub- 
stituted by Ali Mecabih. 

The players began to tire 
during the second half and 
the quality of the game suf- 
fered as a result, bringing 
little pattern to moves by 
either side. 

Algeria's Lounici had a 
header saved on the line later 
on, and Johnson Bwalya 
skied a left foot shot after 
being fed by Kalusha Bwalya. 


Bangladeshi children 
call for ending camel race 

DHAKA (R) — Four children protesting capacities, would initiate legal action against 
agmnst the use of Bangladeshi boys as jockeys the government,’’ the statement said, 
m Gulf camel races asked the government on Police said the Dhaka government was 
Sunday to begin diplomatic efforts to halt the aware that Bangladeshi children were rcgular- 
often dangerous sport, their lawyers said, ly smuggled to the Middle Eat, particularly 
The children asked in a legal notice served UAE, where they have a growing demand as 
on the foreign ministry and three other jockeys, 
government departments to know by January « . , . . 

21 what steps the government was taking, the has never Stop- 

Bangladesh Environmental Lawyers Associa- because child traffickers mislead poor 
lion (BELA) said in a statement. parents by false promises of lucrative jobs for 

The children wanted the government to children," one police officer said, 

ensure that no more children were smuggled P an ? nts hardly ask what job they can 

out of Bangladesh and no camel racing took ° ffcr t0 J* y oun 8 ** scvcn y*®** 

place in future using Bangladeshi children as because of their all-encompassing poverty, 
riders. be said. 

They also asked the government to take The BELA statement on Sunday minorj 
measures to bring back children who had jockeys were usually tied on the camels' back i 
already been smuggled to the region, especial- and made to scream to provoke their mounts 1 
ly the United Arab Emirates. into running faster. 

“If no satisfactory response is received.. . by The children were often poorly fed to keep 
January 21, the children, in their appropriate their weight down, it added. 


Orioli, 

Lartigue 

win Dakar 
’96 rally 

DAKAR (AFP) — Italy’s 
Edi Orioli on a Yamaha 
and the French tandem of 
Pierre Lartigue and Michel 
Perin of Otreon won the 
1996 Granada-Dakar rally 
Sunday, with Orioli picking 
up his fourth victory to 
date. 

Lartigue and Perin cele- 
brated their second , 
triumph in the cars section, : 
having also won in 1994. 

Ola hand Orioli won 
back in 1988 with Honda, 
as well as in 1990 and 94 
with Caqiva. 

The final stage honours 
for .the 472-kilometre trek 
from Tambacounda to 
Dakar went to Finland’s 
An Vatanem and co-driver 
Gilie& Picard. 


South wbb Dot selling out to any 
opposition contract. Seven hearts 
became the contract at both tables. 

At one table declarer cashed the 
ace of diamonds early in the hope 
that the long spades and king of 
diamonds were in the same hand, 
in which case that player would be 
squeezed on the ran oT the hearts. 
Unfortunately that was not the case 
— down one. 

Sitting South at the other table 
was Gerald Caravelli of Des 
Plaines. UL He decided that West's 
failure to sacrifice at seven dubs 
was based on some hope of defense, 
and that could only be the king of 
diamonds. So after winning the ace 
of clubs at triek one, declarer drew 
trumps in one round, then lad the 
queen of diamonds, intending to 
run it if West played low. 

When West covered, declarer 
took the ace and cashed out the , 
heart suit, coming down to four 
spades in dummy and three spades 
and ihe ten of diamonds in hand. 
East could not keep Tour spades and 
the jack of diamonds, and whatever 
card he elected to discard gava 
declarer the fulfilling trick. 



GOREN BRIDGE 
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TRANSFER THE THREAT 


North-South vulnerable. East 

NORTH 
4AKQ4 
798752 
O A 6 4 
*4 


WEST ' 

*5 

06 

OK732 
* K Q J 107 S 2 


EAST 
* J 10 98 7 
OVoid 
O J986 
*9866 


SOUTH 

*632 

PAKQJ1054 
0 Q 10 
* A 


Hie bidding: 


EAST SOUTH WEST NORTH 

Peas 1C 4* 4NT 

6* fit? Pbm Pm 

7* TO Pass Pass 

Pass 

Opening lead: King of * 

A transfer squeeze is a rare ani- 
mal indeed, usually found in double 
dummy problems. This one 
occurred during a team match at 
the World Olympiad in Albu- 
querque. 

North's bid of four no trump in 
this competitive auction was key- 
can] Blackwood. Since North held 
nothing in hearts, the minimum 
that player could have to look for 
slam was ace-king of spades or dia- 
monds and ace in the other suit, so 


FOR RENT 

In a quiet residential area - Der Ghbar - a brand new semi 
furnished 1st floor of a villa. Consisting of 2 bedrooms, one 
of which is a master bedroom, living room and store.... etc., 
with an independent central heating, separate entrance, 
garage & garden. 

Please call 861310, Fax: 640664 



FOR RENT 


First floor flat; 4 bedrooms, 

3 bathrooms, living and dining room, 
separate entrance, overlooking Garden 
Rabiah neighbourhood. 

Jabal Amman, 5th Circle Tel: 674405 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

A first-floor Super deluxe furnished apartment 
consisting of three bedrooms, including one with 
veranda,- kitchen with veranda, salon and dining 
area with veranda, separate entrance, two 
bathrooms, separate central heating. Location: 
Jabal Lweibdeh , opposite Philadelphia Hotel. 

Pis. call Tel. 625421 from 8.00 a.m. to 5.00 p.m. 
and Tel. 668744 after 5.00 p.m. Abu Mousa. 


THE OCEAN 

FRESH FISH CENTRE 

A wide variety of fish for only JD 3 per kilo. 

Shrimp of various sizes: 

Jumbo JD 10 per kilo. steady Shipments 

Medium JD 7.5 per kilo. We ? kly 

Small JD 4.5 per kilo. 

At the two branches : Abdali Tei. 687772 

Seventh Circle Tel. 826906 



ARABIC FOR SPEAKERS 
OF OTHER LANGUAGES 


The Language Centre at the University of 
Jordan announces that the Intensive 
Course in Modern Standard Arabic for 
Speakers of other Languages will 
commence on January 28, 1996 and will 
last for 16 weeks. 

The program is intensive. (Classes 
I are in the morning and meet 20 hours per 
week, Saturday - Wednesday). 

Those interested please call at the 
Language Centre for registration or further 
information. 

Registration begins on Saturday, 
January 21 , 1 996. 




JORDAN PHOSPHATE 
MINES CO., LTD 


Announces The Invitation To Tender 
No: 3F/96 

JPMC announces the invitation to bid No, 
3F/96 for tiie supply of: 

A- Four million meters of cortex detonat- 
ing fuses. 

B- Half million meters of safety fuses. 

C- 15000 PCS of fuse ignitor with warn- 
ing light 

The tender documents are available at JPMC 
offices in Amman, Supply Department, until 
2:00 p.m. local time Thursday Feb. 1st, 1996. 
Application for documents should be 
accompanied by a non - refundable fee of JD 
(40) for each set of tender documents. 

The closing date for submitting bids is 12:00 
hours local time Thursday Feb. 15th, 1996. 

Sameh Madani 
Managing Director 


Highly Motivated Accountant Needed 

Fast growing private company is looking for 
a highly motivated accountant 
and is offering good remuneration. 
Requirements: 

■ Fluency in English 
at Computer literacy 

■ Excellent knowledge of Excel 

■ 2 years computer based accounting experience 

Send/Fax CV to CFO: 

P.O.Box 1838, 

Amman 1 1 1 IS, Jordan 
Fax 676 664 


1^^) JORDAN PHOSPHATE 
MINES CO.,' LTD 


Announces The Invitation To Tender 
No: IF/96 

JPMC announces the invitation to bid No. 
1 F/96 ( for the supply and commissioning 
of exploration drilling rigs and 
accessories, Gty (6) units ). 

The tender documents are available at JPMC 
offices in Amman, Supply Department, until 
2:00 p.m. local time Saturday Feb. 10th, 1996. 
Application for documents should be 
accompanied by a non - refundable fee of JD 
(150) for each set of tender documents. 

The closing date for submitting bids is 12:00 
hours local time Saturday March. 2nd, 1996. 

Sameh Madani 
Managing Director 


WRITERS WANTED 

A specialized real estate development publication 
is looking to recruit journalists and reporters 
interested in writing about land development 
and related issues. Requirements are excellent 
English communication and journalism skills, 
as well as DTP knowledge. 

A full-time commitment is preferable, 
however part time candidates are" welcome. 

Kindly mail or’ fax your CV to: 

Writers 
POB 1838 

Amman 11118 Jordan 
Fax 676 664 
e-mail MMA@NETS.COM. JO 

Position is as dynamic as you set it out to be... It’s the power of media! 










Bahrain slams Qatar TV 
interview with opposition 


MANAMA (Agencies) — 
Bahrain said on Sunday that 
a television interview by 
Qatar with exiled Bahraini 
Muslim Shi’ite opposition 
leaders was “baffling” and 
one official said it was an 
attack on a fellow Gulf Coop- 
eration Council (GCC) mem- 
ber.- 

Bahrain Information 
Minister Mohammad Ibra- 
him Al Mutawae said Satur- 
day’s Qatar broadcast... “is 
baffling and a surprise. 
Bahrain is currently studying 
this issue in its entirety." 

An official said Bahrain 
regarded the move as an 
attack by Qatar, a fellow 
GCC member. 

"This is a dear attack on a 
fellow GCC country, in- 
terference in its internal 
affairs and providing a plat- 


form for opponents to 
attack," one official source 
said. 

Qatar television, which is 
easily received in nearby 
Bahrain, interviewed Sheikh 
All Salman and Mansoor Al 
Jamri, son of Muslim Shi’ite 
cleric opposition leader 
Sheikh Abdul Amir Al Jam- 
ri, in London. 

Qatari newspapers on Sun- 
day quoted them during the 
90-mmute interview denying 
any links with foreign groups. 
"They also attacked the 
(Bahraini) government for 
killing the opposition, tortur- 
ing them and violating mos- 
ques," said the newspapers. 

Anti- government unrest 
broke in Bahrain in Decem- 
ber 1994 after Sheikh' Salman 
was arrested for distributing 
leaflets calling for restoration 


of parliament. He was later 
deported. 

Bahrain said it planned to 
broaden its appointed con- 
sultative council to take into 
account wider representa- 
tion. 

“We denounce the security 
forces’ activities against 
opposition leaders and the 
people and we demand a 
commission of inquiry to de- 
termine who is to blame for 
these practices,” Sheikh Sal- 
man said in the broadcast. 

These practices include 
"torture, unlawful entry into 
homes and prayer sites," 
added Sheikh Ali. 

The interviews were aired 
while Bahrain on Saturday 
summoned the opposition to 
stop using the mosques to 
"spread subversion ana harm 
the country's security." 


. Opposition leader arrested 

In another development, 
Shi’ite opposition leader 
Sheikh Abdel Wahab Hus- 
sein was arrested in Bahrain 
on Sunday as the authorities 
attempted to damp down on 
a wave of unrest in the Gulf 
state, his family and suppor- 
ters said. 

Sheikh Hussein, 45, was 
arrested at his home at 
Nuweidrat, south of Man- 
ama, his family told AFP by 
telephone. 

Opposition leaders con- 
firmed the arrest of Sheikh 
Hussein, who was one of 
eight Shi’ite dignitaries 
hauled into the interior 
ministry on Saturday and 
warned to stop using mos- 
ques to "spread subversion 
and threaten state security." 


Editor Rimawi appears in court today 


By Sa’eda Kilani 

• Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Fahed Rima- 
wi, the chief editor of Al 
Majd weekly, will appear - 
today before the criminal 
court accused of publishing 
writings that harm Jordan's 
relations with another 
country. 

It will be the first time 
that a Jordanian journalist 
is tried before a criminal 
court. 

The charge against Mr. 
Rimawi was motivated by 
an article published in Al 
Majd last February by the 
exiled Bahraini leader of 

. the Popular Committee, 
Abdul Rahman Nueimi, 
which calls for the removal 
of the chief of security in 
Bahrain, Ian Henderson, a 
Briton. The article com- 
pared Mr. Henderson with 
“Glubb pasha," John 
Bagott Glubb, the British 
commander of the Jorda- 
nian Armed Forces in the 
1950s who was expelled by 
His Majesty King Hussein 
in 1956. 

, Mr. Rimawi’s case is 
based on a law -that dates 


back to the 1960s and that 
has never been applied 
against journalists and wri- 
ters. If found guilty, Mr. 
Rimawi would face a mini- 
mum of five years in pris- 
on. 

"This article (in the pen- 
al code) does not fit the 
democratic era,” said lead- 
ing columnist Fahed Fanek 
in an article recently pub- 
lished in Al Bilad newspap- 
er. “It has been frozen and 
has. never been used even 
during the martial law era, 
why reactivate it now?” 

In a reply published in 
the same newspaper a week 
later, Mohammad Amin, 
head of the Press and Pub- 
lications Department called 
on Mr. Fanek to thank the 
government for its toler- 
ance instead of lashing out 
at it. 

“If our government was 
tolerant, and it had been 
the case for some time, we 
could not force others to be 
tolerant as well. The law 
had given them the right to 
litigate and to defend their 
rights,” said Mr. Amin in 
his reply. 

Without naming Mr. # 


Rimawi’s paper or his arti- 
cle, Mr. Amin said that at 
the time the item appeared 
in Al Majd, a delegation 
from Bahrain arrived in 
Amman “to negotiate on 
an agreement to employ 
1,500 Jordanians in their 
country in the fields of in- 
formation and education... 
(however) when the de- 
legation read the article, 
the deal was dropped and 
we lost the chances of em- 
ployment at a time when 
we are suffering from un- 
employment." 

“Don't we know how to 
write and criticise... can't 
we have freedom of ex- 
pression without accusing 
others of dependency, 
oppression or harming 
them by infringing on their 
private lives?" he asked. 

“This is not freedom. We 
are in a civilised country 
that respects the law, and if 
we lost the right to litigate 
what else do we have and 
why does (Dr. Fanek) insist 
that the government should 
not resort to court as a final 
arbiter?" 

In another article pub- 


lished in the weekly Shihan 
newspaper. Dr. Fanek 
criticised Mr. Amin's stand 
and said that Arab neigh- 
bouring countries should 
tolerate freedom of ex- 
pression in Jordan just as 
they do when similar arti- 
cles appear in European 
and American publica- 
tions. 

“If this continues then it 
means the end of the free- 
dom of the press in Jordan , 
a basic pillar of democra- 
cy," Dr. Fanek said. 

According to Mr. Rima- 
wi, four other cases are 
filed against Al Majd — a 
Nasserite-leaning newspap- ■ 
er. But all of them are 
based on violations of the 
Press and Publications 
Law, This, however, is 
based on Article 118 of the 
1960 penal code which 
states that: “Any person 
who through acts, writings 
or speeches... not 
approved by the govern- 
ment,... that barm the 
Kingdom's relations with 
another state is punishable 
by no less than five years 
imprisonment." 



Yitzhak Rabin’s confessed assassin Yigal Amir (R), his brother Hagai 
(3rd L) and Dror Adani (L) sit flanked by, policemen in a Tel Aviv 
courtroom Sunday, where they were formally charged with conspiring to 
mnrder the prime minister. (Renters photo) 


Three Israelis charged 
with plot to murder Rabin 


TEL AVIV (R) — Yitzhak 
Rabin’s confessed assassin 
Yigal Amir and two other 
Israelis were formally 
charged on Sunday in a Tel 
Aviv court with conspiring to 
murder the prime minister. 

Judges gave the three sus- 
pects, all of them religious 
Jews m their 20s, until Feb. 
26 to enter a plea after their 
attorneys said they were un- 
prepared to respond to the 
indictment. 

Yigal Amir will go on trial 
alone for the murder in a 
separate proceeding starting 
Jan. 23. According to the 
conspiracy indictment, Yig- 
al’s brother Hagai Amir ana 
Dror Adani helped him plot 
the assassination over many 
months. 

Judges agreed to postpone 
most of the bearings in the 
conspiracy trial until April to 
allow for the completion of 
Yigal Amir’s murder trial. 

Yigal Amir has admitted in 

courtroom appearances to 
gunning down Mr. Rabin af- 
ter a Tel Aviv rally Nov. 4 
because Mr. Amir said he 
opposed government peace 
moves. 

At least two of them — 
Hagai Amir and Dror Adani 
— are expected to plead in- 


nocent, even though prosecu- 
tors said Hagai Annr made 
hollow-point ballets he 
hoped would increase accura- 
cy and cause more harm to 
Mr. Rabin when fired by his 
brother. 

“According to all die in- 
formation, the man who 
alone initiated, planned and 
carried out the murder of the 
prime minister is Yigal Amir 
and be shared his decision 
with no one,” said Moshe 
Meroz, attorney for Hagai 
Amir. 

At remand hearings since 
the murder, prosecutors have 
quoted both Hagai Amir and 
Adani as admitting during 
police interrogations to help- 
ing plan the killing. 

But Mr. Meroz said at a 
remand bearing on Sunday 
that Hagai Amir never took 
seriously his brother’s intent 
to kill Mr. Rabin and gave a 
false confession in solidarity 
with his brother. 

"Yigal expressed his ideas 
to many people. If the pro- 
secution wanted to pin cri- 
minal intent on all those who 
listened, it would have to 
drag many people into 
court/’ Mr. Meroz said. 

The attorney described in 


court how interrogators 
placed Yigal and Hagai Amir 
in one room for a confronta- 
tion during which Hagai 
“admitted” for the first time 
he helped plan the murder, 
Mr. Meroz said that confes- 
sion was false. 

The Amir brothers and 
Mr. Adani are also being 
charged with conspiracy to 
harm Palestinians and va- 
rious weapons violations. 

The three suspects chatted 
with laywers and smiled at 
family and friends during 
their hearing. The judges 
ordered all three jailed until 
the end of the trial. 

Mr. Adani’s lawyer, Tzkm 
Amir, said his client asked 
rabbis for a religious ruling 
which would permit the mur- 
der of Mr. Rabin because of 
the - handing over to West 
Bank land to Palestinians 
that was the biblical land of 
Israel. They turned him 
down. 

“The rabbis told him even 
if religiously it was war- 
ranted, they would not give 
him permission because die 
murder was liable to lead to 
dvil war. At that point he 
backed out of the plan, long 
before the killing/’ the 
lawyer said in court. 



3rd S. Korean pop 
star attempts 
suicide 

SEOUL (AFP) — Rap ! 
stoger Rhce Sang-Minh 
was in hospital recovering 
from a slashed wrist 
Sunday, the third South 
Korean pop idol to attempt 
suicide here in the past two 
weeks. Doctors told 
reporters that Rhee, 20, the 
lead singer of the Roo-Rah 
Group, was in stable condi- 
tion after the suicide 
attempt Thursday when he 
slashed his wrist after crit- 
ics accused him of plagia- 
rising a Japanese song for 
his latest album. Tbe 
attempt came in tbe wake 
of tbe suicides of popular 
singers So Chi-Won, 19 
and Kim Kwang-Sok, 32. 
one by a sedative overdose 
and the other by banging, 
so on New Year’s Day and 
Kim five days later. In tbe 
wake of the double deaths, 
a disconsolate young 
female fan also committed 
suicide. 


Cuba to start 
clinical trials of 
cholera vaccine 

HAVANA (R) — Cuba will 
soon stan clinical trials of a. 
vaccine against cholera, the 
head of tbe National Centre 
for Scientific Investiga- 
tions (CNIC) said. CNIC 
Director Carlos Gutierrez 
was quoted by die Cuban 
news agency Prensa Latina 
as saying that once authori- 
ties had given the go- 
ahead, everything was 
ready to start the trials. He 
did nor indicate how soon 
this would be. Cuba has 
invested heavily in its sci- 
entific research and has 
produced in recent years, 
for example, a vaccine 
against memngitis that has 
found a market in several 
Latin American countries. 


France tries to beat 
Britain in missile 
sales to Kuwait 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
France and Britain are in 
dose competition to sell mis- 
siles for Kuwait's French- 
made petrol boats, offidals 
said Sudday. 

French Defence Minister 
Charles Millon was due here 
Sunday, following a visit 
Saturday by British Defenoe 
Secretary Michael Portillo 
who urged Kuwait to buy 
British Aerospace's Sea Skua 
missiles to equip eight P-37 
boats. 

The boats were purchased 
from France in March last 
year. 

Mr. Millon is to try to 
persuade Kuwaiti leaden to 
buy MM-15 sea-to-sea mis- 
siles produced by Aerospa- 
tiale, French officials said. 
Construction began in June 
for the boat contract worth 
2.4 billion francs ($480 mil- 
lion). 

Kuwait's defence minister. 
Sheikh Ahmad Al Hamoud 
Al Sabah, said during a press 
conference with Mr. Portillo 
that his country had not yet 
made its decision. 


The French and British 
missiles were “the best in the 
world/' Sheikh Ahmad said, 
adding that Mr. Portillo’s and 
Mr. Milton’s visits “will give 
us more detail about the 
whole set.” 

British helicopters firing 
Sea Skua missiles sunk 15 
Iraqi boats during the 1991 
Gulf War, Mr. Portillo said. 
“We are offering this system 
to Kuwait; ana we aim to 
offer good value for money. I 
think we do offer extremely 
good value for money.” 

Sheikh Ahmad told repor- 
ters here that Kuwiat had ear- 
marked more than 300 mil- 
lion dinars ($960 million) tor 
defence this year, with prior- 
ity for naval and ground 
forces. 

But Kuwait was trying to 
slow down defence purchaes 
because it has acquired its 
major weapons systems and 
must aim to cut the budget 
deficit, he said. “We have to 
stand by this budget. So we 
have to go slowly, but sure- 
ly." 


Ciller proposes early 


election — 

ANKARA (AFP) — Care- 
taker Turkish Premier Tansu 
Ciller wants to run with rival 
conservatives on a joint ticket 
in fresh legislative elections 
to break the political dead- 
lock after inconclusive polls 
last month, a newspaper said 
Sunday. 

Tbe Istanbul-based Mii- 
liyet said Ms. Gller outlined 
the plan for an electoral pact 
between her True Path and 
the Motherland Party to 
several leading businessmen 
she met in Istanbul late 
Saturday. 

The pro-Islamic Welfare 
Party topped the poll but 
although its leader Necmettin 
Erbakan was appointed 
prime minister-designate last 
week, he has to-date failed to 
forge a majority. 

Milliyet quoted Ms. Gller 
as saying no group would 
succeed in creating a stable 
government based on the cur- 
rent legislature. 


newspaper 

“What we should do is to 
hold a new election in which 
my True Path will run in an 
alliance with the Motherland 
Party, in this way we can 
manage to have a majority in 
parliament/' Milliyet quoted 
Ms. Ciller as saying. 

Welfare garnered I5S seats 
in the Dec. 24 poll, well shoi: 
of an absolute majority in the* 
550-seat parliament. True 
Path and the Motherland 
Party won 135 and 132 seats 
respectively. 

Welfare’s overtures re- 
ceived a firm “no" from Ms. 
Ciller Thursday and Mother- 
land leader Mesut Yilmaz 
told Mr. Erbakan Saturday 
that he would first try to 
secure an alliance with True 
Path. 

However, Mr. Yilmaz in- 
sisted (hat Ms. Ciller', prime 
minister since June 1993, 
could not keep the post in a 
Motherland-True Path coali- 
tion. 


Efforts intensify to shore up Muslim-Croat pact 


SARAJEVO (R) — Di- 
plomatic efforts intensified 
on Sunday to shore up tbe 
crumbling Muslim-Croat 
alliance at the heart of the 
Bosnian peace, while interna- 
tional pressure won the re- 
lease of three men held by 
Serbs in Sarajevo. 

Both the commander of 
NATO forces in the country, 
U.S. Admiral Leighton 
Smith, and German Foreign 
Minister Klaus Kinkel visited 
the divided southern Bosnian 
city of Mostar. 

Mr. Kinkel indicated that 
Germany would not com- 
promise on reunifying Mos- 
tar, the scene of a series of 
tit-for-tar ethnic killings be- 
tween Croats and Muslims 
since the new year. 

“The (Muslim-Croat) fed- 
eration must work. Mostar 
must be a single city,” he told 


a news conference. “The 
European Union is deter- 
mined that the Dayton agree- 
ment be implemented to the 
last comma.” 

To underline his commit- 
ment to a united Mostar, Mr. 
Kinkel walked over a foot- 
bridge into Muslim east of 
the city. The EU built it to 
replace a 16th century Otto- 
man bridge, once one of the 
former Yugoslav’s top tourist 
attractions, which Croat artil- 
lery destroyed during the 
1993 war. 

Like Mr. Clinton on Satur- 
day, Adm. Smith lent his 
voice to efforts to douse the 
ethnic conflict there but was 
careful not to commit the 
NATO-led Peace Imple- 
mentation Force (IFOR) to a 
big role in the dispute. 

He and M os tar’s EU admi- 
nistrator Hans Koschnick re- 


jected a Muslim appeal for 
IFOR to patrol the entire 
city, stressing it was a job for 
civilian police. 

“Peace in the Balkans is a 
problem for IFOR, peace in 
the city is my duty,” Mr. 
Koschnick said. 

The Muslim-Croat federa- 
tion, formed two years ago in 
a U.S.-brokered deal to end a 
Muslim-Croat war in 1993, 
has also been threatened by 
confrontations over territory 
between the two sides' armies 
in nortbem Bosnia in recent 
days. 

NATO spokesman Colonel 
Mark Rayner said in 
Sarajevo on Sunday the ten- 
sion near Doboj in northern 
Bosnia had eased softer 
NATO troops got the oppos- 
ing sides to communicate 
‘with each other and withdraw 
their forces to previous posi- 


tions. 

“The federation is abso- 
lutely central to the peace 
plan," said one Western di- 
plomat in Sarajevo. “If it is 
not there as a counterweight 
to the Serbs and a functioning 
government this whole thing 
is up in the air." 

Mr. Kinkel appeared to lay 
the blame for the Mostar 
tension squarely on the Croat 
side. 

"Clearly forces on the 
Croatian side, who want to 
disrupt the federation, are at 
work/’ he told journalists. 

Late on Saturday Bosnia's 
Muslim Prime Minister Haris 
Siljadzic accused Bosnian 
Croats of eroding tbe federa- 
tion, saying something in the 
alliance was “rotten deep 
down." 

“When you come from 
Croatia, all the way to the 


border in Mostar... you have 
a feeling you are in Croatia: 
Everything from the uni- 
forms to the flags is the same, 
and everything looks like 
greater Croatia, not Bosnia.” 
he said. 

He said that while the two „ 
sides had discussed Mostar 
for a year and a half, nothing 
had improved. 

“On the contrary, what is 
happening is that the division 
of Mostar is being cast in 
stone and legalised in a way, 
something which some peo- 
ple — myself included 1 — will 
never accept because the di- 
vision of Mostar is the divi- 
sion of Bosnia, and this is - 
what we fought against." 

Germany has strong influ- 
ence over Croatia as it led 
EU recognition of the coun- 
try after Zagreb broke from 
Yugoslavia in a 1991 war. 


Israel declares name of Shin Bet chief 


Egypt expects tough 
negotiations with EU 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel 
publicly identified the Shin 
Bet security chief for the first 
time in its 48 years on Sun- 
day, facmg the fact it couldn't 
keep his name a secret. 

Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres's office announced that 
Rear Admiral Ami Ayalon, 
50, would take over the Shin 
Bet. He was Israel’s navy 
commander until his retire- 
ment two weeks ago. 

Israeli media last week 
identified Mr. Ayalon as Mr. 
Peres’s choice, saying there 
was a public interest in iden- 
tifying the Shin Bet chief 
even if the organisation had 
to operate in secret. 


MOGADISHU (AFP) — A 
major rift emerged Sunday 
between the Somali Salvation 
Army (SSA) of self-styled 
Somali interim President Ali 
Mahdi and the United Somali 
Congress/Somali National 
Alliance (USC/SNA) faction 
of Osman Hassan Ali 
“Atto.’“ 

The two factions had been 
allied since June against the 
USC/SNA faction led by 
General Mohammad Farah 
Aideed. 

However, a key member of 
the SSA on Sunday accused 
Mr. Atto of being an under- 
cover agent for Gen. Aideed 


Mr. Ayalon takes over a 
service disgraced by its fai- 
lure to prevent the assassina- 
tion of Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin by an Israeli gun- 
man at a Tel Aviv peace rally 
Nov. 4. 

The Shin Bet. set up with 
the state's founding in 1948, 
has the twin purposes of 
fighting secret hostile activity 
and protecting Israeli lead- 
ers. 

As a rule, military censors 
forbid reporters — local and 
foreign — from disclosing the 
name of a Shin Bet chief and 
ban newspapers and televi- 
sion stations from showing 
his picture. 


following recent clan fighting 
around die southern Somali 
port of Kismayo in the tower 
Jubba Valley region. 

In a scathing attack. 
General Aden Abdullah Nur 
Gabyow, nominal chairman 
of the Somali Patriotic Move- 
ment (SPM), told a press 
conference here that Mr. 
Atto's militiamen in tower 
Jubba were siding militarily 
with Gen. Aideed's self- 
styled national army in recent 
fighting. 

Gen. Gabyow charged that 
Mr. Atto's militiamen had 
been seen fighting alongside 


But a cabinet statement 
said on Sunday there was no 
use trying to keep Mr. 
Ayalon's name or photo a 
secret since he had already 
held a public job and his 
identity had been made pub- 
lic. 

Military commentators 
said that by appointing Mr. 
Ayalon, a Shin Bet outsider 
known for keeping secrets 
and staying out of tbe news, 
Mr. Peres hoped to polish the 
agency's tarnished reputa- 
tion. 

It was the first time the 
Shin Bet chief had come from 
outside the agency. 


Gen. Aideed's forces before 
they were driven out by Gen. 
Morgan’s militiamen from 
the villages of Yon toy and 
Gobwein, as well as in 
Baidoa. 

“Atto is a traitor and will 
not be accepted by our SSA 
as a political leader. I always 
knew that Atto was a deceiv- 
ing element, but unfortunate- 
ly our SSA leaders couldn’t 
read between the lines," 
Gen. Gabayow charged, 
adding that the SSA had a 
closed-door meeting on 
Saturday aimed at isolating 
him. 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt and the 
European Union (EU) re- 
sume trade negotiations in 
Brussels on Monday and the 
head of the Egyptian delega- 
tion was quoted on Sunday as 
saying he expected this round 
would be the hardest so far. 

Assistant foreign minister 
and chief negotiator Gamal 
Bayyoumi told the govern- 
ment newspaper Al Abram- 
the talks would concentrate 
on the trade in agricultural 
products, an area in which 
Egypt is seeking greater ac- 
cess to the European market. 

"Egypt cannot agree to its 
agricultural products being 
disqualified from competing 
in the European market and 
this is the point of the diffi- 
cult negotiations this time,” 
he said. 

“This round is the most 
difficult round because we 
are talking about Egypt’s 
agricultural interests... (and) 
because the European side 
has an agricultural problem," 
he added. 

On departure on Sunday, 
he told reporters at Cairo 
airport that Egypt wanted to 
increase the value of its agri- 
cultural exports to the Euro- 
pean Union to £1 billion a 
year. 

He did not give any indica- 
tion of the current value of 
such exports but they are 
only a fraction of that 


amount. 

The European Union im- 
poses import quotas for a 
wide range of agricultural 
products. Egypt has rarely 
exceeded its quota but dis- 
putes will arise in the future if 
Egyptian farmers start to pro- 
duce large food surpluses. . 

One EU official in Cairo 
said that there was no chance 
the EU would concede free 
trade in agriculture. 

The negotiators are aiming 
at a free trade association 
agreement which would give 
Egypt 12 years to remove tbe 
current tariff barriers to im- 
ports of European manufac- 
tured goods. 

In return the European 
Union, through grants and 
technical assistance, would 
try to help make Egyptian 
industries more able to with- , 
stand European competitive. 

After the last round of 
talks in Brussels in October, 
a European Commission 
spokesman said they had 
made good progress on in- 
dustrial products but not on 
agriculture. 

"We need to be a bit dear- 
er about Egyptian requests 
here,” the spokesman added. 

Mr. Bayyoumi said the 
Egyptian negotiators would 
also do their best to protect 
the 500.000 Egyptians who 
work in EU countries. 



Major rift appears in Somali alliance 


Cut calories and 
live longer 
— scientists 

LONDON (R) — Drastic 
reductions in calorie intake 
could help us to live longer, 
according to a British- 
expert on ageing. Scientists 
were able to extend the 
lifespan of rodents in a lab- 
oratory experiment by as 
much as 42 per cent by 
-restricting their feeding. 
“We have been able to take 
a rat which should live for 
about three years and see it 
live for around 4.5,” Dr. 
Brian Merry of the Institute 
of Human Ageing at the 
University of Liverpool 
told the Sunday Times. The 
rats were deprived of as 
much as 70 per cent of then- 
normal calorie intake, but 
they were fed a nutritious 
diet and did not suffer star- 
vation. The paper said 60 
volunteers have now 
embarked on international 
human trials and the U.S. 
government is expected to i 
give the go-ahead for the 
first American trials for 
120 men and women later 
this year. “If we can under- 
stand why restriction 
delays the onset of ageing, 
this would be a major 
breakthrough,” Dr. Merry 
told the paper. 

Killer dogs get 
stay of execution 

PERTH, Australia (AFP) 
— Four killer dogs which 
savaged a woman to death 
got a stay of execution here 
only hours before they 
.were to be put down. The 
dogs three Rottweilers 
and a German shepherd 
cross 7 - were ordered 
destroyed by a magistrate 
after a fetal attack in June 
on 85-year-old Perina 
Chokolich as sbe worked in 
her garden. He also ordered 
the dogs’ owner Giovanni 
Pacino to pay 6,000 
Australian dollars ($5,100) 
in fines and costs for fail- « 
ing to take all reasonable 1 
precautions to prevent a i 
dog attack. The Perth i 
Supreme Court granted Mr. f 
Pacino leave to appeai 1 
against his conviction and f 
the order to destroy the I 




